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Nitrates in Drinking water
Blue Baby Syndrome

Birth Defects

Cancer

Thyroid Problems

Threats to Wisconsin 
Groundwater 



Sources 

Sources and Approaches 
 Agricultural Runoff

Nutrient Management Planning

“Spreading” Prohibitions

Water Testing

 Home Septic

Minimum Construction Standards Based on 

Physical Conditions

Required Regular Testing

 Lawn Fertilizer Application

Licensing

Constituent Prohibitions 



Wisconsin Response to 
PFAS

WisPAC

Governor Tony Evers EO No. 40

 Environmental Justice.

 Health Equity

 Innovation

 Pollution Prevention

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Environmental Justice: Access to natural resources is an inherent right.
Health Equity: Everyone is entitled to the opportunity to full health potential, 
Innovation: Collaborate to educate and encourage agencies, businesses, and  consumers to minimize the PFAS burden in Wisconsin.
Pollution Prevention: Work to limit the amount of PFAS discharged into the environment, in addition to ongoing work to clean up PFAS contamination. 




PFAS Action Plan

Summary of Recommended Actions
 Standard Setting Establish science-based PFAS 

standards 

 Sampling Develop an interactive map and 

geodatabase 

 Pollution Prevention Partner with the firefighting 

community 

 Engagement, Education and Communication 

Develop PFAS risk communication infrastructure 

 Research and Knowledge Coordinate and 

collaborate across agencies and with 

stakeholders 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The PFAS Action Plan includes proposed action items, organized into eight themes, that have been identified by state agencies and informed by advisory group and public input. Each action item includes general resources that may be necessary to carry them out, including financial, staffing, and/or legislative needs. However, specific recommendations financial and staffing recommendations were left to the executive and legislative branches to determine based on priority of the item and resources available to address. 1. Standard Setting Establish science-based PFAS standards for a variety of environmental media; and develop recommendations for the management of PFAS-containing landfill leachate in order to limit discharges to the environment. Wisconsin PFAS Action Plan ivExecutive Summary 2. Sampling Develop an interactive map and geodatabase to identify known PFAS discharge locations and impacted air, land, water, wildlife and fish; facilitate more timely collection of samples for PFAS analysis through legislation, rulemaking, and/or additional funding; develop standardized sampling protocol; and collect samples from public drinking water systems. 3. Pollution Prevention Partner with the firefighting community to minimize discharges of and exposure to PFAScontaining firefighting foam; work with stakeholders to develop and apply best management practices for proper handling of a variety of types of PFAS-containing wastes; and identify and minimize PFAS discharges to wastewater treatment plants through sampling, collaboration, and pollution prevention. 4. Engagement, Education and Communication Develop PFAS risk communication infrastructure including a website and resources, and enhanced public engagement, including listening sessions and public comment periods; incorporate environmental justice and health equity into public engagement efforts; establish and build partnerships with a variety of stakeholders, including public sector employees, within and outside of Wisconsin to increase awareness of and reduce PFAS exposure; and enhance collaboration with federal agencies to address PFAS contamination at military installations. 5. Research and Knowledge Coordinate and collaborate across agencies and with stakeholders on PFAS-related research activities; collect samples for PFAS analysis from a variety of environmental media; and collect and disseminate data on drinking water treatments and associated costs to inform budget-related decisions. 6. Phase Out Develop and promote product stewardship to reduce PFAS use through a variety of mechanisms such as education, laws, and grants; and minimize the state’s purchase of PFAS-containing products. 7. Future Investments Support veterans, their families and others close to military sites who have elevated PFAS levels in blood and potential PFAS-related health issues; launch a state-sponsored fluorinated foam collection and disposal program; and provide financial tools for local governments to address drinking water impacts or conduct site investigation and remediation. 8. Identify and Address Historic Discharges Streamline processes associated with the delivery of safe drinking water supplies for communities impacted by PFAS contamination and develop new tools to address PFAS contamination, such as requiring responsible parties to establish financial assurance; creating a PFAS-specific natural resources damage claims provision; and creating a DNR PFAS action fund for settlements of PFAS contamination cases. W
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