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About this Issue 

As Guam continues to evolve. new values 
.1nd customs arc added as older ones adapt 
or are discarded completely. For years, the 
hL:.t "Chamorro" has been concerned that 
hi:, "identity" was amorg the customs and 
traditions be ing abandoned. 

Understanding the Guam culture is 
necessary if it is to remain ... iablc. Towards 
that end. a ChnrnOl'fO Studies Convention 
has been established both to acquaint the 
oUI!';ider with Guam and to rocus the local 
population upon the {hrcolt of cultural 
demise. 

I The convention is to be held this Friday 
and Saturday at George Washington High 
School. 

The convention consists o( scm Inars on 
langunge. history and culture. It also in­
cludes cullur.d activities. The total ree (or 
both days is $2. 

The material in this special Chamorro 
Studies Convention section was prepnred by 
convention organilers. Also included nrc 
letters o( endorsement (rom island Icnders. 

Eats ki mUDuli'c' bit Ituibi. 
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TJ1n~ ~~~~ ~Yi((rrn IfDn~mHt-y 
. . of Ti1Iillle 

"You know Underwood. you're pretty 
smart (or OJ Guamnnian. why don't you be 
on electrician or someth inc." my counselor 
(or the JPK graduating class o( 1965 told 
me. 

I haVe ohen looked back on that remark 
and passed it onto (riends so that they may 
be properly aghast at its insensit ivity and 

implicit racism which everyone dutirully 
agrees exists no longer . 

The ironic thing about tha t remark is that 
I took it as oil compliment. In that time 
rrame or my past exper ience as a student in 
Gunm's schools. it was a fe~ilimale 
stalemenl. Only laler did I become in· 
dignant. Then upset. Then fight ing mad. 

And finally t hild become a retrospect 
ethnic radical (I kept d is,::ing up the 
Uple.3SOlnt POlst to justiry my narrow 
~motion s ). 

More recently, I ha ve r,one beyond ethnic 
radicalism and approaChed whal 1 (eel is II 
genuine respect (or all people . includ in~ 
myselr . I look back at that counselor's 
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l' IU01rk now and only n fnint smile Climes 10 
I)' lips -. and perhaps .1 tin~c of pity fur D 
I.m whom the world h:td llasc;cd h~' 
H there arc any Ic~~tJns to be Ic .. rOl.:ll at r 

II (rom n multiculliJrill envlronmcnl. it r 
lust he mutual respect. 'Such respect c..In ! 
11 111(' nnly from C(hIC~llinn _ But on Guam the t 
!uralional o;lructurr pro\'ides childrrn ' 
Ith only " superficial respect fur 
hamorto culture, a deep-rooled rC!Ipeet for 

'Amrrican culture," and almost nn respect 
" 1' such minority cultures as those (rom the 
'( llilN' ;n<.c: ur ~licroncsia . 
Since this week's Chamorfo Studies 

'!,I nvention addresses itseH to knowlcdRC 
hnut the Chamorfo people, let's uddress 
tlrselves 10 this cultural group nod their 
d ucational imilge , 

You may sflY. "Wait a minute . we hilve 
'hamorro Week, we ha\'c Ihe Ch:tmorro 
anr.u41~c and Culture Prn,::ram. we have 

! If." Guam Re.,der Series and we h,1\'c 
'Ilingual programs." How can the 
hnmorro child have educational image 
Ifficulties since everything seems to be 
oing their way. 
All these pro~rams and aclivitic!'> do exist. 

rue, But these programs nrc doomed 10 
.!llure : These progrums need wlde~pr('ad 
upport from edUcators . \"'hich hns fall('d to 
Ilalerialilc; Ihe Chamorro people need a 
d ler self·image \\hich is only now 
m erging; laslly. these pro .~rams need 
Ilore than cOnversational Ch:lmorro nnd 
,·.tking an occasional object out of coconut 
fees, 

The Chamorro Studies Convention hopes 
,I begin to satisfy all three needs. 

:Lducator Support 
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l.et us bt' honrst for a change, The 
ducationoll structure on GUolm is 

'Ilminatcd by Statcsidcrs. Maybe not 
II merically. but the power and the 
1.J ility to influence the community re~ts 
.ith Statesid o:rs . More importantly. in 
': r ms of the community's pe rception. 
ducalionnlleadership comes from outs ide. 
Docs th is mean that Chamorro studlcs arc 

:.JOmed because many of our teachers arc 
u l Chamorros? No, that isn't the case at 
II. I think that the biggest problem lies in 
l e Chamorros Ihemselves. 

._' ,_ .... I I ' c,-"~_~"""" ",,:,,,,_,,;;,_.,:,, __________ .... ______ ;.., 

Rather . there is 3 lack of personal 
nnwlcdge about Guam and the Chamorro 
'I.-ople v.'hich C3n be o .... ercome only by 
(' ars Df Guam living. It also mean;'; that no 
latter how these Chamorro programs arc 
llplemented. explained, justified or 
ltionaliled. there is a gnawing sense 
'nong Cho.morros or bc in~ on the "out· 
'dc. " There arc feolrs that the mass in­
' itulion of these programs might mean job 
.f, .. . Tht'se are real problem;'; ""hich nearly 
. (' t'yone denics. but arc rcal just the same. 
Knowleds:e :lhout Guam? Most teachers 

re woefully lacking. Yel it is eonver<;c!y 
ur that individual Slaleside teachers have 

adoption of laq;cr-$cale Chamorro 
Stud ies programs. This will be done in a 
nonthreatenin~ spirit; these programs do 
not exist to develol} "brown·power" l Om' 
bies nor will they supplant Current 
education31 programs, 

We rightfully wunt an equal share of the 
educational pie and for good reaSons . 

It is becoming increasingly cle;lr that 
youngslers coming: out or school laCk firm 
foundations In self· identity , A clear imflr,e 
o( "place in the world" \\ ns 1051 after the 
impact 01 ""1 $oS educntion on Gunm . One 
frequently hears the cry that thinr,s are 
gelling beller, thO'll mnny ChOlmorro 
youngsters have ~one to Annapolis :lnd get 
eood grades in other U,S. universities, 

It is a case of the rich getting richer while 
the poor ~et eliminated, If you don't bciieve 
it. count the wasted human resources 
culling tan~'tntancan as a CETA employe 
by the road~ide. There is much more than 
nn economic slump in\'of\.-cd.There is a kind 
or ecluc:J.tional-molivational that in · 
crc:J.e;in~ly permeates the youth o( Guam. 

Sometime soon Guam educators arc 

Thc education II) structurc 
on Guam is dominatcd by 

Stntc~idcrs. Maybc not 
numcricnlly, but the powcr 
and thc ability to influcnce 

thc eommunit}, rcsts with 
Statcsidcrs ....... thcrc is a 

/inuwinll scnoc lIDlong 
Chamorros of of hcinl! on 

the 'outsidc.' 

Written by Pt..obert Underwood 
" en in the forefront of research on Guam 
IJd the Chamorro.ln particular. the case of 
uam history in secondary schools h:J.s been 
d .. anced .. frequently over the objections 
r Chamorro administrators by 
I alesiders . 
The con\·ention. by presenting an ::trrny of 

ItcrestinJ: topics, hopes to expand Ihe 
nowlcd.:c or individual leachers about 
·uam. Hope(ully. thai will lead to research 
11 their OWn and a ne\'f' kind of un­
'.' rslandlOg in the classroom . 
Another (e:llUre o( the con\'ention is 10 

rovide sound educational reasons for the 

going 10 need a respect ror the Chamorro 
culture and a break (rom the traditionnl "I 
treat everybody the same" moralizations, 

Nothir.s: is more infuriating than a 
stntemcntto the eHcct that when It:llk to a 
person, I never notice his color. his accent. 
his color or eyes, his or her sex, cut of 
clothes, nervous manneri'ims or whether he 

is handicapped .Living: in iI multiculturnl 
environment .. and more importantly 
cducatinJ: in a multicultural environment .. 
does nnt call ror ignurin,:: difference ... 
Learning from livin~ with diHerent kinde; (I( 
people docs not involve an attempt to 

pretend that they aren't dif(erent. The 
lessons come rrom a real sense of respect. 

What is real cultural respect? Pcrhap'i it 
is an unattainable goal only h'lZlly defined, 

What it isn't can be easier explolned : 
It isn't sympathy ae; in, "I mu..;t make 

allowanct's for this child in the classroom 
because he comes rrom a culturally 
disadvantar.ed IliIckgrouncf .. 

It isn 't empa lhy a ;'; in, "I must prclend to 
be Chamorro so Ihat r can ~ct the child's 
respect : I'll ~ay lana' lahi. don ' t do dal. " 

It ce rtainly i .. n ' l cultural educa tion (hat 
contrasts outdated things (crass huts. 

" 

I 
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To hllvc only a oncc II ycar 
Ilctiyity Idurin)1 which wc 
hit!hli~ht our Pllst only 
8Cf\'CS to hi!!hli)!ht our 
present fllilurc us a pcoplc. 

banana lea' plates) with the mOllern 
"American" Ihinl" (If · l~visinn. di s C'n 
music) in a way (hal is clearly unhnlnnced. 
C\'l'n 10 n momn . I never CIlIlIlJ undt.'r!'tOllld 
why modernizatiun Wi, S co-op led by the 
U.S. to he an Amcril',l11 phenomenun. 

L:l :'i tly. it isn't raint a ttempts 10 m;Isk the 
curriculum with a Ch:lmorro flavor. To 
have;, once-a·year ilCli\'ilY durin~ which we 
hi~hlil:hl nur past onl>' serves to hiJ.:hlil:hl 
our present railurl! :I" n people. 

\-,'h.ll should the l'dulator do? Nuthing 
clabornlc except ~ain a knowledge nbout 
Guam nnd put somC' nr it to use in the 
classruom . I!:ducOllnrs ~cncrally arc in ~ 
lcllil-lcnt. adaptahle indi\'iduals Wh\l nrc 
c~pccially lrnined to deal with changing 
environment!> . 

What shnuldn't he dn? lie shouldll'( trcat 
bicultural or multicultur.11 education as an 
adjunct to "real educil lion" nor should he 
fear that the mudl , .... aunted "real 
education" no longer npphes . 

Chamorro §e1f-Imgt.\e 
The lIIain stumbling block in the in· 

!'lilution or a Churnorrn ~tudll'S progr.ln1 is 
~he Chamflrro people Ih.}msel\'cs . Vue to 
many rOlctors. many Chll Olorros arc un .. ure 
• hout how to react to Ch:ullorro studics. 
I articularly in the sch'lOI .. . Some sec it n5 
, 100 late" to be eHeclivc and others 5eizc 
I pan it ror all the wrong reasons. The end 
I esull has been conru.;inn .- not only in 
"lanning ror implement,lllon, but alsu ill 
rallOnaliz<.ttions ror implementing such 
J.ror-ram s . 

The eon\'cntion hopes to persuade dir· 
u-..., .......... '. '~ring factions to sh:u-e their knowlcdr.c 

\ :!.. ... :::~:J i. ~nd gain reah~ tic insi r, hl into the problems 

\ 
.,l'-' o.lo,~ \..:." ® tley conrront. .,,J;: . .' .:~,." ... Lei's deal with the contention that these 

~ , 'co ... - • / attempts at cultur:J1 l'ducnlion arc "tuo 

',fl;
O& / / lite ." Pl'rsons who supf\urt this contention 

..... u \.\ _~ / (hamorro is no lon~er the ir rirs t languace; 

I ·equently argue thal Guam's Chamorro 
.. ~l~~~C: ~ / nildren nre really nnt Chamorro at nU :lhat 

~ ;, ~/ t ~ Jt they nn longer beh;l\'e as their parents 

\~ 
~":: .•• , --.:. ~~' ~ Id; that they arc thoroughly Americaniled 

....... ,_ ... _,: n, J~\ 1"1 most respects. These arguments, aside 

\ 
:;--~'::, .. :.:';'" f ·001 heing a universal pa rents'lament , ("II 

1 ... ,. i., ... ..,. j 1St isn't like the ~ood uld days"), arc n 
\ s ::il.lus misconception or culture_ 

They arc not Sl)cakinc nhout a Chamorro 
c ,lItur.e that is nlive and vlurnnt, they arc 
s'leaklOg about a Chamorro culture that is 
s ·atic and traditional . Vel, if the members 
o~ a culture chnnge or adal.t, who is to sny it 
i~ still not their culture'~ The argument 
should not be between the American way 
ala hamburgers versus the ChOlmorro way 
ala pre-war Guam , Time has eliminnted 
that choice. The debating point shoultJ be : 

t ... l'Io., "",M", 
IIr ~~.r 

F~D ~ 

~--

G . t./. ' 
o C he resource n 

a illt to control their eu ? 
ne 0 m re ;nteresting reOltures 

about Chamorros is their adaptability , I 
ohen ~et irritated by ~licronesians who 
chide Chamorros for sclllOC their cuhure 
for American dollars and creature com· 
forts . Yet, it is because Chamorros do adapt 
and havC' traditionally dOne so that they 
continue to exist. My retorl: When the U ,5. 
is through with Micronesia 50 or 100 
years rrom now, Chilmorro Will continue to 
exist as a language whereas Micronesian 
cultures that view all change as 
cataclysmic will be the real recepients or 
cultural punishment. L 

Nevertheless, the "too late" group is 
large. and full or devoted rollowers. They 
foul up bilingual programs. give lip sen-icc 
to curriculum changes when it appears 
profitable and privately predict doom ror:all 

. such programs. It is not that lh('y ore 
ethnically untrue or turn their backs on 
fellow Ch.n.morros 

The reasons for their behavior may be 
quite personal. People who have spent 
years learninG "proper English." invested 

large sums of money ror an 'fAm~ .. lcnn" 
t!duc-atiull :IIHI havl! devoted a lifetime to n 
concept Dr "American" success rind it h .. rd 
to turn their b;:Ick on thnsc ertort<; . 

But upon closer examination, Wl' should 
rind that a Chnmorro prugram does not 
mean turning your back on"Americar. " 
educillinn. nut that perception dies hard. 
Speakin~ - EnJ::lish -so·that-one-may­
acquire·marketable·skills cnn easily be 
misinterpreted tiS speaking·Enelish-mc:lns­
in.telli~encc. Cultur .. 1 patterns that c:l1I for 
res pect ror elders. for example, become 
syn,,! n>'mous with stumbling blocks to quick 
achievement ror the young . 

H is difficult to explain to the Guam 
newcomer why Chamorros (except for 
brown power ranalics ) seem to lack ethnic 
pride. When your whole rormal education 
calls for difrerent standards than those you 
learned at home, ethnic pride becomes 
meaninGless, or worse yet, an obstacle to 
progress. 

What about those Chamorros who do 
supporl these pro~rams? Yes . some make 
snide remarks about non·Chamorros . Yes, 
there arc those who latch on to the concepts 
involve ll in Chamorro studies as an ex· 
tension or brownpower.Whal do we do with 
these individual .. ? 

The problem is not to reject this kind o( 
support, bot to elmnnel it, perhaps turning it 
into something posili\'e. The convention 
hopes 10 meet this problem head on. We 
want to show thnt valu:able research ror all 
kinds or purposes can be done on GlJam, 
that edUcational programs with n definite 
cultural contcnt arc not racist and. in (act 
combat racism. We want to be prllud or 
ourselves in a positive way. 

ChamoITo Studies 
Content 

A frequent and volid complaint .,b(lut 
current educational programs rca wring 
Chamorro language and culture is that 
they lack depth and substance. This is ohen 

excused by the relative newness or the 
programs. Dut development of curriculum 
materials has made great strides since the 
inception of such programs. 

. The convcnfion hopes to add to the list of 
curriculum possibilities and source 
materials by providing a forum lor 
scholarly research. The (amiliar complaint 
orten by Chamorros themselves Is that 
there just isn't enough materinl'to study 
about Guam, its past. its people and its 
hlngua~~. Moreover, t.hat such study is not 
schol~stlcally rewardln~ since the people 
don't really have Oluch or a language, only a 
rragmented and rading culture and a 
history which highlights events caused by 
cxte~nal rn~tors, Again, these arc per­
ceptIons which may rail quite outside the 
mark . 
_ The co~vention. by being as professional 
In operation and content as poss ible, hopes 
to make a s igniricant contribution to the 
enha ncement or Chamorro studies. There is 
much to study. There are manY materials 
yet unstudied. The contributors to the 
conventi.on have made the initial steps in 
whilt WIll soon be a classroom is the 
teacher. By attracting the teacher 10 the 
convl'nlion and presenting him with war· 
thwhile scholarly inrormation. he can then 
make a proressional judgment as to its 
adaptability and utilization in the 
clas'i room . 

O,,!ly in this way can we break the per­
cepllon o( Chamorro studies as a kind o( 
quaint native s tudies as somcthin~ to take a 
picture or and send to the rolks back home 
showing.a South Sea island paradise. 

Guam IS no paradi, e. Jt is too complex ror 
that and its educational structure must 
respond , 



~1~C~II~A~~~10~~~t~~:O~T~I~U~F~'A~L~I~N~G~U~~~~~~~=~~:=~~=:~~==:=~~·~'==::::==::::::::·::::::::::::==::====~'~l~' 
IIck·nD I dlldkc' na Jlal~o",' 
"Yo·hy, 1\:""", ,,,,,.,ku..... Froll1 l3ishop Flores ... 
Ya-hu todu I nu'ln~l.: :'l·t'hong-hu. 
I'lot sl Vedro' yan 51 Manuela. 

"1Iu e,cY:l" I rlnri' F.n~ll .. h. It has nlwilY!> bl'cn my cnnll'ntiun nnd my culture ;!.r e laC'kinJ! in rc~nurccs ilnd " 
VOl hu tunt:u' I lino' thamnrro. convictiun IlInt the Ilr~ser\lation or the dimensions to make it difficult or vnluclcs$ 
IIck-n:tl I nw'cslr;uf" .... ml Chnmurrn liln,::un~c and cullutc is in no way In pursue . The ,::tcatcr Ihe ~pprcciation we 
Tuyo' ~uhti manmudotu. a hindrilOCl' hut rather a help towards the h,we of our own Chamnrro.I.:m'AtJagc and 

total educatiun ami personality growth of culture. the hetter and m ore ('nJightcnt.'d 
"lick-no I m"'t'slnln',"aml our ynunJ! people in <111 our sch!)ol,>. Americans we bl'come. Our educators in the 
Til fannl:uaiY:1 1m' todu If lan,::uas:e is the snul of ony pccl ple. nnd Mninlnnd 3nd also here on Guam 'H·e 
Parchu, I:u:lhu Y'IO I pnlu, culture is the body of scH·ldcntlhcation. prMl..'ntly cll:l11cn~ed by the yenrnings of 
Ya ballna un ulu kl un kodu. then it st .lnd:; 10 rt.':tSOR that the ChnmQrro both the )'lIlIlh nnd adults (or a personnl 

"Mauhami lodos an mnnmagor. 
!\lanhaml lodos an m.:m~anta. 
I\bnhug:mdo p:1I nlilnmange', 
Taya· slna ma'espa"t:l. 

"N:lOn, btl! s i~i h;,' ufllcskuela 
GI bilingual n., t ;niuJ.:o·. 
Ya hu nwgill1l't na Lhamorro. 

\:'a I (hamorro Ii u blingu." 

t (NIGE': LAGnl;\Tt\S L.G. UNTt\L,\N 

1\ fcaroflosing \o,hnt we vD lue as tr:ldition 
.IAue!; many of tht· ueseendnnts o{ the 
I~,ent Chamnrro and those who recugnize 
e beauty and worlh oC a culture that has 
l,lved over a period of 3.5(10 years in the 
a l'iana Islands. 

The cultural crisis now con(rontin~ 
lIamaniDns results Irom n diverse 
<.forical acculturation experience, recent 
u llicultural influences, and nn In­

f"l d uclion to a modern teChnology with 
,lues totally new and bewildering to 
\lamanians. 
An identity crisis or state of confusion 

lan,::uaf.:e anti culture pro~rnm will J:() a hm/! identity and for :tn appreCiation of their 
way h,) ,\".l nl, lQ.aklll~ cuut: aliu ll meaningful ethnic ant.! cultural beginnings. 
and rCle\' ilIIt t6 ollr people , I am sure that the ChDmorro Studies 

It is a fall :lcy, I believe . to t!link that hy Convention will piny a major role in co!)r-
cmph:t!loil i.nr. the Chamnrro kmgllas:e :lnd dmating the vartous eHurts that have 
r.ulturc s tudle5 in our l'chnols the l'(- nlre:Hly heen spent to nwke possible the 
fcctl\' l'nes'> fir te;.,clllnS! En~"c;h is ~ c ,entl(lc nnd pro(essional pn.'scntntion o( 
wr.:1kcllI'cI On the cunlrnry. it ~hould be- the Chamurro 1.ln~u:,~e nnd cultural 
strenJ.:lheneti . The Ch.unorm In nJ:u"gc .. nl! pmr,rnm. thus ennching our educational 

goal!. and objcctives. 

Guamanian please st~nd up?" Opinions arc 
'plentiful, the most popular being: 

--lho .. c who speak Chamorro 
-,those who were born on Guam or whose 

parents were born on Guam 
-,those presently residinJ; on Guam 
· -those who contribute politically, 

economically, or socially to the local 
community. 

These npinions (nil short of givin~ a 
satisfn C'tory answer to the question "What 
is a Guamanian?" Combined they p3int a 
portrait, hut the distinguishing Icatures and 
shades are as yet unclear. All clements ore 

comf Clition of all sorte;. (rom games and 
danc ,n,::. 10 barter and warrnre. Dnd thev 
loved (0 outdo a rival by wit or trickery, 
Intell " ctually they were inC"':-.iou 1i and 
quic k to learn Dnything to which the)' ap­
plied themseh'cs ," These wonts ,were ~ 
written in 1!J47 b)' anthropologi s t laura R 
Thompson The~e ch:lI"acteristlcs <Ire ."s ~ 
appli t: :lblc to Guamnnianc; o( today . 

lvritten by Laura Souder 

GUilm was ceded to the Unit ed States in 
1898 IS a spOil or the Spanish-AmericDn 
War . 40 years of ;\meritan military 
governmt'nl ensued. The U.S, system of 
government. education and commerce were 
slow to take hold , Tics with the United 
State ~ cnme to an nbrupt halt wilh the 
Japar esc occupation during World War 11 . 

Thh WDS by no means a cultural 
revoh .. tion, as Japanese trades and (ood 
were virtually all thnt was ossimdated 
cutturOllly . nut that experience became Ihe 
cOltalyst for full Ued;::cd pilrticip~llOn in the 
Amencan system . From I.lbl!ratlOli Day nn 
July 21. 1!J4oI, Americanization has con­
fronted nnd challenged the older pre·war. 
I !Jth century Spanish existence or the people 
of Guam . 

':; exist amonG the younger ~cnernlion in 
111m, It stems £rom an uncertainty ahout 
.ho we are," " where we're Dt," and 
,hnt we wDnt to beco me." The re£crencc 
youth is deliberote -- more thDn liD per· 

'It or Guam's popUlation is under 25 years 
',ge. 
I !'Wi perceived criSIS is not simply th3t 
;terienced by maturing individuals. More 
'ply it is the inability to identHy wilh a 
lIure that one can call his or her own. 

not in hnrmony. An inlegr~ting rorce is 
lacking . . 

Clashes of Culture 
The experience of (he people o£ Gua m in 

the last three centuries. the recent in£iux o( 
ethnic croups and technnlogical moder· 
nizalion arc some origins of the Guamanian 
identity connict. 

The Guamanian experience, then . has 
been one I?f conslnnt udnpl ion, assimilOltion. 
and fUSion since Western contact. One 
would expect that modern Guamanians 
should be well equipped to handle Ihe in­
£Iuences of peoples and cultures as was done .'0 Be Guamanian 

Spanish culture was introduced in the 
16th century. Remnants are most noticeable 
in church observances. in the extended 
(amily structure and the shDrcd economic 
Dnd social lunctions of its members . BI1S or 
the :mcienl Chamorro culture have filtered 
through to the prescnt day , The Chamorro 
langu,,~c has survived , We s till chew betel 
nut and believe in the taotaom una. spirits 01 
the ancient p:l~an Charnorros , 

in the p .. st. However. it seems that pr~sent ,. 
When conrronted with the seemingly 
-' pic question by the neWComer. "What is 
I)pical Guamanian?" most of U5t are 
r, lle-tied beyond the universal response. 

Ill, the people o( Gunm." 
·,.Jch is trying to make sense about being 
_Imanian. One can eaSIly a sk, "'5 
" r ybody on Gutlm a Guamanian?" A 
,ollnding NOOOO ensues. "Well, not 
Illy." ,0 we ask ourselves, "Will the real 

"The early Chamorros were eas ily 
pleD~ed. well mDnnercd. h tJ5pHabie Olnd 
tractable when treated with cOnsider:uion . 
They were boi5tcrou5 ilOd gay Dnd delighted 
in jokes and buffoonery. They were fond of 

chDngcs arc quile diHerenl. ~ 
The roots of the present day identity 

crisis lie in the existence o( con£1icting U 

vDlucs cre:lted by a new educational system 
nnd rapid economic development. 

These elements ha\'e emerged: 
•• The traditional ramll), socialization 

ver sus soc ializ:ltion in the schools, a 
generillion ~np; 

> • ~ 
z .. 

Contmutd IJn pa.(~ J z 
« 
..J 

- The importance 01 traditional obligations a: 
within Ihe fnmily versus a growing sense 0J~ 
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Individualishl and sucia·economic in­
dependence outside the fam ily ; 

_ -Social conlrol derived from religious and 
moral principles versus le ss definC!d 
s ituation,,1 eth ics with cmphns is on more 
secula r cxpla nal ions . 

others were hi~hly valued . Now thl'r( ~ is n 
rilllins: out of this paltern into a more loosely 
derincd code of tH~ha"' lor which ollows for 
o\·erl expression of frustration Dnd vin· 
d ictiveness in crime And delinquency. 

Pride in the Ilutiyc culture 
i~ 110t cncQl1r!~;! ~ dt the' 
youth lulrbor feelill1-ls of 
inferiority -- bdm~ loclli 
.lno flllcnldnll Chmnorro 
iall't coul II11Yllwrc. 

The young population is most affected by 
these recent trends. They do nol have the 
sense of security ;lnd sense of tradition that 
their p:u'cnls V05SC~S . Nor do they Yo holly 
accc'pi the modern approach to l ife . 

In school they arc bombarded with ideals 
of individualism. personal deciSion making 
and independence , a "think fo r yourself" 
philosophy. through a curric ulum con­
ducted in En~tish and focusing on the 
American experience. 

Pride in the "3live culture is not en­
couraged, the youth harbor (echnr,s o( in· 
fcrior ity - being local nnd speaking 
Chomorro isn ' t cool anymore. Yet at home, 
they are expected to adhere to the 
traditional sty le of lire, 

Added to this loosening of social 
restrictions and control by the family nnd 
church is a major source of new influence : 
the mass medll1- As family and church 
control breaks down. there is a greater 
susceptibility 10 be influenced by audltJ· 
visual communication. Movies. television 
a nd printed materials provide new m odt.·ls 
for J:rowing chlhlrcn uncertain about how 
they should a ct. 

A thread of insecurity is woven through 
Ihe everyday experience of lhe GU:101:lninn 
youth. It is this insecurity whIch I"'l"I~vents 
the young GUOJmanian from integra'inr. the 
new with the old to Corm an identity which 
can be called his or her own. 

" , . 

;' 

A young GUa manian for cxample. is torn 
between social oblic:u ions and stability of 
the extended family versus the indiVidual 
freedom and personal Gain (but not 
necessarily n secure position) of in· 
dependencc from fam,ly li es. 

A child Is tnur-ht to respC'cl elders and 
obey authority , 1herc is a stn,"~ sense of 
priority and dderence to fa mIly me mbers . 
Personal choices and desires are com· 
promised in return for a sense of belongin~ 
and caring. stability and emotional security 
in the extended ftlmily. 

Simultilneously. at school one learns to 
compete a nd Gel ahead, to be decis ive and 
assertive whe n de:lling with others , Parents 
force the child to usc EnGlish so that ad· 
justment at school and in the business world 
will be easy. Some childre n arc em· 
barrassed to speak Chamorro or never 
learn to as a result of this emphasis on 
English as the superior lancu~ge . 

Rapid economic growth reqUires Ihal the 
Island populntion increasin&ly rely on 
manpower and subsistence resources from 
outside soucces. Insecurity anll feelings of 
inadequacy beset the local people . In ad · 
dition. modernilil tion demands a highly 
Skilled. technically (filined labor force 
which arc currently a hen and Mainland 
workers .1nd professionals . This lea ves a 
bitter tas te. The loca l person. on the one 
hand, enjoys the comforts of chanr,c. but or. 
the other hand. must depC"nd on someone 
eJse 10 make it possible . In Guam thh 
situation has created a growing rescntmem 
between GUamanians and Filipinos 
State siders. and more rec('ntly Orientals 
Thcoutsider is blamed for problems such il!' 
the increasing rate of crime and drug 
abuse . 

Tourism is an added source of frustration 
as improvements in entC'rt:linment and 
recreation nrc tourist ·directed. Most of the 
tourists coming to Guam arc Japanese . 
Some youths venl their hos tihty by stealing 
from. molesting or assaulting Japanese 
tourists . The rationalu:ation behind these 
acts or violence is alarming. "Let's get 
even; look what they did to us during the 
war." 

Social control was enforced by the family 
and the church. Obedience and respect for 

From A~ueda Johnston ... 

Some Concrete 
Approaches 

Adults arc becoming aWare of the 
identity crisis of the youth . Young people. 
government leaders. educators, O'Ind other 
interested cit izens arc seeking solution$ to 
this cultural dilemma, They bclic\c thnt 
building pride in the local culture will 
slrcnClhen ' the youth's feelings about 
the mselves. that it WIll give them a sense of 
bclo~ing, nn identity. 

Such efforts embra cl! educ ational 
programs like the bilingual · bic ultural 
proj ect in Guam sch ools. c ommunity 
projects.lhe emergence of the bra .... n·power 
movement, the conSideration of different 
political aliernilt ives and the develnrment 
of culture-oriented flro~rams sponsored by 
the governm (: nt. 

It is too soon to ('\'nlu Ol te the impact of 
thosc programs on the youth's search for 
hJe-nt ily. Dut they have ell! ments wh ich can 
provide a sense of pride in the local herit a ge 
:lQd :l sense of security in belonCing to a 
mult i~ultural society. 

Young GuamiJniitnS perceive the need 
to de ... ·elop a unique identi ty While meeti~g 
the challenge of today's wurld. The problem 
comes in deciding how to mold a fUnC'tional 
identity in a society of conflicting valul's . 

We need to formulaiC a self·concept which 
Com h ines clements from different cultures , 
In choosing whilt values to accept in life . the 
young Guamani.tn is challenged with 
various possihilities. Let us hope that what 
we choose for oursel .... es will stl'cn~then 
cunfidence in our abilit y and cilpaclly to 
make our own futurc . 

We muse learn that \I.e have somelhin~ to 
be proud of. a heritage rich with a sense for 
people. 

Deinr. Guamanian then. is nO.t dcrinnhle in 
~5 words or less. It is not simply spicy rood 
lo\'ers. CatholiCS with a host of reh$!ious 
celebrations. speakinr, Chamorro, bCtn J! a 
part of the extended family. the com pa dre 
syste m or celebrOlting ficstas . Nor is it just 
Americanization Or technological m a n. 

Identity embraces the feeling of all these 
clements: it is the combination of a 
multicultural way of lire . That is the real 
Guamanian. 

The Chamorro Studies Convention is most 
t imely and comm endable. 

The convention no doubt will implement 
programs that will help the Chamorro to 
learn about (and preserve) the ir own 
culture and background. and most i m· 
portantoC all. their own m other lDngue It is 
a known ract that many of our Chamorro 
chiJdrcn cannu t communicate free ly with 
their grandparents because the grand· 
ch ildren spe.,k only English nnd the 
grandparents s peak only Chamorro. The 
situ,'ltion dis courages the beautiful 
relationship that should exist between the 
grandchIldren and the grandparents , In thIS 
connection, the schools of Guam can he lp­
Dnd also be benefited by - multicultural 
education. 

While it is most gratifying to note the 
greal progress and impro .... ements shown in 
our ability to speak the languilge of our 
fellow Americans and benefactors. it is sad 
to renlize lhot we have neglected to 
preserve our own culture and mother 
ton cue to the extent that we do not know 
how to count or nnme the days of the week 
aod months of the year in Chamorro. 

As I heartily "'ndorse the Chnmorro 
StudiC's Convention. I also wish to extend 
sincere conRratul.llions to the iodi\ idual 
p:lrticipanls who arc giving their tIme. 
talents . experience and e xpertise 10 Ihe 
project to help rclncVe the fast vnnishing 
Culture, history , mother tongu e and 
heritace of the Chamorro people. 



"Our ultimate goal for a 
world socien society is 
equality of people, 
not their uniformity" 

--Sermour W. Itzkofl 
"Cultural Plurism and 
American Education .. 

V;T ritten by 
That stalement sums up our objectives in 

teaching and usage of the Chamarro 
langua~c : We seck equOlJity through .. 
rccognition of Chamorro us our right 10 be 
individunb. We (Chamorro·speakinc 
people) wish to be equal. yet (ree to be 
different. 

How sh,,11 we achieve our "freedom?" 
First , b)' idcntHyinn longuilge problems . 
Secondly by iniliilting ~ broad , com· 
prchcnsh'e program to sc::.rch for solutions 
and implement them . 

The problem areas arc not unique to 
Guam . "LanJtuage pluralism" can be 
identified ~nd advocated without feilr of 
destroying b.uic structur~l principles of 
langua{:e learning . In GUilm, much like' 
other bilingual areas in the United Stales, 
students come from d.rrerent home 
language environments . In one, Chamorro 
is spoken by parents who have strong 
educational backgrounds . They generally 
speak Enr.lish to the children and provide 
good health hahits . The other is a home in 
which the parcnts spcilk Chamorro but nrc 
educationally hanc.licapped. They s peak the 
kind of English they have learned to their 
children . Subs equently the parents' 
limitations are passed on to the ir children. 
In the case of the educationally han-

dlcnppcd paTents, if there is no emphasis on 
health habits :md nutr ition the problems arc 
intensified. 

Some of the bn!Ojc problem arcas arc as 
follows : 

I. Why do Chamorro speakers pronounce 
certain English words the way they do? 

Basically. the reason for this is the fact 
that some sounds do not exist in Chamorro. 
for example. "th" sounds . Chamorro 

speilkers sometimes say "trce" for 
" three," or "DOl" for "the," or " dem" for 
" them ." A similar s ituation exists for long 
vowels . Cho.morro speo1kers may say "bit" 
for "heat". or "ship" {or " sheep." 

2. why Is EnJ;lIsh sentence structure 
verbalbcd b,r Chamorro speakers In a 
unique manner? 

There ilre two reasons . First, home 
language environment (Le. ; "Maria gots 
it" or "H's more better." These are rein· 
forced by common USilgC) . Second. nO such 
word or phrase exists in Chilmorro (i .e. : the 
commAnd "off the light" instead of "Iurn 
orr the light." There is no such phrase as 
"turn off," so a lit.eral translation is used). 

3. Why are literal translations so dlf· 
flcutt? 

The explanation is similar to the reason 
given in the previous answer . For example, 
a variation of the command used before 
(turn off the light) commonly used by some 
Chamorro speakcrs is "kill the light." In 
Chomorro. it is " puna' i kand il. 01 "Puno .. 
means "kill " ar "to tcrminnte ." There is no 
tronslalion {or "off." In some cases it is 
almost impossible to lr3nslatc from 
Chamorro to English or English to 
Chomorra if one wishes to retain the real 

I 
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substance of the thought. 
It is interesting to note here that 

Chamorro speakers arc much more ef. 
ficient and practical in deviSing R trans · 
Illtion for "turn off the light" than some 
teachers arc willing 10 admit. Why clutter 
up the conversution with extra words? 
"OW' or "kill" docs the same job as " lurn 
orr ," doesn't it? 

4. What are the lilnguage Interferences 
that appear BS a result of cultural 
background? 

So m:tny that it would be impOSSible to tl'Y 
to list (hem . However. each child is an in­
diVidual and individuol differcnces arc the 
key to this problem. Some generaliz:llions 
Can be postulated. though. Compare cht' 
manner in which "Stateside" children 
express thems c h ' es with Charnorro 
children . Is an ar.gressivc, loud, confident 

. altitude ::z good modC'1 ror Chamorro 
Children i£ their own culture te:lches the 
opposite? 

Solutions Bre evident and involve a wide 
spectrum or approaches. SlOce proficiency 
in both Chamorro and English has bl!cn 
proven to be beneficial to Icarning. we must 
strive to leach the belt Chamorro and the 
b~ll English. 

"Infurmal lan~uolgc" has been idenlHied 
by scholars as the dc vclopment of .a means 
of communication which embraces aspects 
or two or morc lancu:.ges. 

fn Gu~m, bilin!;ual education is morc 
than merely correcting grammar and in· 
crcosing vocabulary. It has to do with 
redesigning the child's entire outlook on hfe 
without destroyin~ folmtly tics. cultural 
identity, self-confidence or pride. The 
process involves chan,::ing: speech pa nerns 
and revising the entire structure Bnd 
pronunciOlion of what has ~ro'o\'n from an 
"informal 1.1nguuge" to a formal language 
for most Chnmorro children. The 
"restructuring" and "redesigning" must 
begin in the primary years of 01 child's 
educalion . Arter' they rCo1ch the fourth grade 
lcvel , it is virtually too tatc . 

CuntiJUICIJ on paSt /0 
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._~ft, __ ,.~ ll'n.. ~1 (j)J. .. 11 \V; 
The first ~hillg thot must 
be done is to throw out 
all Mainland-oriented 
educationnl Illlltcrillis for 
kindcr/tnrten throuJth 
third grndc I1rude ••••• 
mtlterials should refer to 
alien cnyironments 

Gmtinllrd {rom pa;;~ Q 

What must be done? 

tlnd phcnOlllell1l 118 eXiled)' 
whot they ore: ulicn! 

The r,rst th i n~ that mu,l he done i<; to 
throw out all Mninlnnd·nril'ntcd educational 
material .,; ror kindcf,::artcn throuJ::h the 
third grade. This dues not mean lhul we 
!>hould ~ct rid or EnJ!hsh Innr.II:l I: c 
mDtcrialji. It merely ind,c<ltcs tlwt \\"1.' Il l!\ tI 
to develop our o ..... n texts based upon the 
rcnhlir.o: tha t ('xi", hcrt' in Gunm. This 
statement should ,,15U nnl hl' intcrprC!l' d as 
it rejection of pruven lc;:t("hil1~ methods thilt 
h;,n.'c bccn dCH'lull\'d in IIIl' Unil('(1 SI.ltl .. ·• It 
iOj the 100nJ:uOlAe mOlter!.!I" ('llldIO·\"i"u.l! 
aill:". piClure:o. !ilUl'ic~. nod so on) tlwt 1\( . .. :1I 
to be Incuillcd. ,'ftcr .111. h() w Ctln .1 child 
"ho 1101 .. nevcr .. c .. :n or luu(' hNI .. no\\'. hC f' n 
on a desert. tra\elcd O\,f~ I' fifty miles in OtiC 

direction in une (Iny. !.een ., tr"in or 
streetcar. 1";1I\ .. d Ica\'es in Autumn. been 
warmed hY:l rircplnci' 01" :l £urn:lf:'t.'. ~("en n 
buildinJt laller thnn Il' n stories (lr St'cn 
wheilt bein~ hiln'e~ h·d . n 'I.,le 10 Ih{' ex ­
perience 0<; if II were n d:uly occurrence ? 
The list i!-. endles .. . Thl' re~;ult is Ihl' IlOIr .. h · 
cst kind of IlIn~tlnJ!e interrer('ncc. 
especially fnr children who nlrcady ha\ e 
lanr,ua~e problem~ , 

1~ 

From Robert Hartsock ... 

Rathel', materiOllo; should refer to alien 
environm('nts and phenllmcnn Ol" e;oc;trtly 
what they arc: nlien! We should not drop all 
mention of trnins, souw. or Autumn. We 
should show them OlS somcthinJt "f,II' awuy" 
which Ciln be experienced only by "I:ninr, 
there." We should not pretend that Dick ,lOd 
Jane (or ·rather. Ricilrdo nnd Junnita) 
living in suburbia or an urbOln "cHing is the 
way th~t thinGS <'Ire bere or even shuuld he. 
We should reCOl!nile thnt "unu, dos, (rcs. 
kuatro" is ~s valid a mctlns of cnuntin~ 
rrom one to rour :IS (he \Y~y it is done in 
other pOlrts of (he world . 

Secondly, our elementary teachers should 
be trained to idcntlry th(' 'angunge ncctl~ of 
their students. This mcans the reco.;nilion 
or children with 1;::IO~u:lJ:e problems nnd 
children that need bngu;lgc enrirhment. 
The student With problems should be gi\'en 

A major problem for many, if not all. of 
Guam's teachers is a lack of thorough un· 
derstanding of the culture or our island. The 
majority of (e~chers on Guam were born 
and reared orr·islnnd. This fact is coupled 
with the lack or courses in (he public schools 
which provide for the study of the history 
and culture or Gua.m . Consequently. the 
opportunity to become knowledgea'ble is 
very limited. 

Teachers who arc unawa.re of the rich 

cultural heritOlf;:e of the isla.nd can not 
transmit this information to the children of 
Guam. It is impossible for a child to de velop 
pride in the island nnd its heritage ir that 
child is kept i~norOlnt. Teachers, at all 
le\'els, have a tremendous responSibility to 
insure th<lt the children of Guam un· 
derstand the history and culture of Guam . 

Now for the (irst lime teachers also hnve 
an opportunity to le::.rn a great deal "bout 
Guam's cullural heritnRe, The Chamorro 

From Tom Brislin ... 
I commend the architects of the first 

Charrlerro Studies Convention and admire 
their perseverance in brmging about this 
culmination of their years of dedicated 
work against whot were sometimes Her· 
culean roadblocks of apillhy, inertia. and 
general psuedo·intellectual ·'poo·poohing" 
over the Idea that there is value in studying 
ourselves. 

It has never ceased to amaze me that 
individuals who h~ve their cuitur<ll roots in 
a small isl"nd th::at was once populated by a 
limited. primitive people and subsequently 
cross·culturally polhn::ated by larger. more 
aggressive nations could deny intrinsic 
studies to other individuals whose culture 
has taken the same general tn,iI. 

For this is history. Engl::and was once nn 
isolated l::and populated by the Celts. then 
the Anglos nnd Saxons (not to mention 
Jutes) whose langurlgc <lnd culture became 
dominated 'hrouch centuries hy "out­
siders" such as the Romans. Germans <lnd 
French. 

Despite this domination, " unique and 
valuable culture arose that is certainly 

worthy of study, and certainly occupies 
tremendous amounts of space in modern 
education, 

Equ<lJly unique, vnluable and worthy is 
the culture or the POlcific that has strong. 
indigenous roots in Chamorro customs and 
culture. even thouJ:h subsequently in ­
fluenced by Spnnish. German. Oricnt~1 and 
American nalions with their attendant 
contributions to InnJ:uage and custom. 

That culture is Gunm. 
Like other subcultures which comprise 

(he American fnbric, there was a period of 
neglect. followed by an ominous period or 
suppression . Strict penalties were imposed 
for spcuking Chnmorro. GU<lmanians were 
encournged to nbdicate their own culture in 
rovor of imitating the culture or the 
"ovcrsccrs," 

Pnr<ldoxically this suppression led to 
increa~ed aWOlrcne~s or the true cultural 
dlSlinctiuns Ihat mnke" the "Chflmorro 
Wny" un ique . Mndern e\'ents slowly eroded 
the philosophy or "manifest destiny" and 
nllowed the subcultures or America to 
emt'tge in pride. 

m~tcrinls nod nctivitit!'s Ih<lt nrc closer to 
their eXJlerience and hnckAround. The 
children who hove stronger educationnl 
."IOlt· l'IH'ironmento:: ... h(lul" he' a!lowcll to 
expand bccnuse they arc ahll' to relate to 
more univcrsally applicable ' subject 
mailer. 

In short. we muM individualize in· 
struction rrom the b('ginnin~ . I suppose this 
means sm:,lIer cl"ss sile ilt gre.lter ex­
penditure. but arc .... e dehating the dollar 
valuc or 01 child's cduration or how to sol\'e 
that child's prohlem,,? . 

The next tlun,: OUI' curriculum experts 
should do is to de\'elop educ"tionOlI gamcs, 
rol~ pl :lyinJ! 11" .... on" . snngs. "rio:: and crofls. 
tha t utilize: Iucill nOltur.i1 Illuterial~ <lnd the 
It)cal cn\' ironment nnti I.llliludt·s . They 
.. lmul<l be I"l' ;u llly <I\':lllnhic rill' use in ;.111 

clcm .... nlnry schools nllt a .. n "upplcment to 
so·" ,IlIl·d "Iradltionoll" pl'imary !nols, hut 
ilS till' {ore of the cllrriculum . 

" Sl iltc!tlde" and olhe' l' culturC"> should he 
\\o,·el1 in a~ nn ,,,ljunCI to Ihc c.ore 
curric ulum n" n {,(Instant reminder to . 
ctHlcln'n th;ll there :u'e Olher \, ays to 110 
thinr. .. . 

Thi.. should not he difficult bectlu \e 
lelc ll i .. hlll. the nen !'papcr. comic bunk .... 
r ' lfhn. recurds nod movie" arc J:re;tt 
" tem'her ;lIlIs." Let's SlOp rir.hlin~ the 
melll;1 a!H1 .. Inri u .. inr, it fnr nUl' own cnel .. . 

Annther Ihin~ we should ulwOlYs keep III 

mind is thai Chnmorro ('u!tllre i!' ind~ed thC' 
dnnlinanl culture:. The "Chnmorro \V:IY" 
mn)' not he the only ..... ay. htlt it is the way of 
Chamorros. Guam is stronJ::ly n!>soci:llcd 
with Aml'ric:,n idenl .. "nl! t'\mC'rican,slyle 
democrac~·. This is snlllcthinA we connol, 
IIflr !>huuld not deny . Ncilhl'I' should we 
teach our children Owt it is wrong to be 
diffel'l·nl. Ih:H it is bad to spcnk something 
other thim En~lish or th.,t we arc not free to 
expre!>!- ourselves . We. Olust nllcmpt itn 
undcrst:lnding ot' the Chamorro "Iangu;l,:::e 
of love" nnd "Hection . We must begin to 
know what nonvcrb:ll rorms or com· 
municntion nrc interwoven with the linear 
nspl'cts or ChnOlorro. 

Thus. J hope we can nchieve our 
"rrcC'dom" from the oppression or 01 smgle 
languar.e. The only wny to <lchieve this goal 
is 10 begin at the beginning •• with our 
children. 

Studies COIwention to be held at GWSII on 
January 21st nnd 22nd will bring together 
the fr)J'cmost experts on languaRe , culture 
and hi :l. tory of Guam nnd the Mari<lnas. I 
urge you to <lttend (his con\'cntinn and in· 
cre,, ~ e )'om' ;,\W<lreness of Guam's rich 
cultural heritage. Your students need a well 
prepared teacher , Take advantage of this 
nrc opportunity to inCre3!ie your Com­
pctence. 

Why study cullure? 
The reaSOn is simple : survival , If there is 

to he nnything resembling a world com· 
munity where pollticnlly drOlwn nations 
cooperate to ,"sure the survi\'al of all. each 
nallon and culture must understand the 
others. 
~Jndern communication and tran­

sportation hns eliminated the "them and 
us" stntus of the world. The "thems" and 
the "us's" intermingle freely in a constant 
contact. 

We must underst:J.nd ench other in order 
to communicate with e::lch other. We C<lnnot 
understnnd another culture until we un­
derstand our own, 

We OlU'it study ourselves nod find our 
own uniqueness so th'" we can appreciate 
the uni(IUCneSs of others. 

DOlnk robber Willie Sutton was asked, 
:J.ftcr beinE: sent continuously to jail for his 
repc:ltcd crimes. why he robbed banks . = 
"Brcnu .. e." he replied. "that's wher~ the 
money is." 

Why should we convene on January 21 to 
study ChaOlorro? Decnuse thal's where the 
culture is. 


