YOUR CHAMORRO ANCESTORS: A LETTER TO
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BEAR A SIMILAR RELATICNSHIP
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ByPAULB SOUDER

Dear .E’m'.-,. Eﬂc,_ Carla Tammﬂ
.and Hannah, - E

There flows in your blood, genes
derived from the first Chamorro to;
arrive on Guam some 3500 years:
ago. - Although that contribution,
has been substantially diluted by
European ‘and other- Asiatic con~
tributions, your Chamorro heritage
contributes to-making oryou.what
youw. are: taday, and w:ﬂ' be m the-
FUtrg.si S 5a

The .. foliowmg scenario- will
endeavor: to- reconstruct Guam
from-:its.5 birth,.. land and.
peoplewise,.; the - beliefs and
Jifestyls-~“of ~your before-tima
ancastors; a picturs of Guam from
its origin through the discovery of
the Mamanas by Mage!lan in 1521
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Geo!og:caity Guam originated within
the last fifty. to-sixty million years of
geologic time, in the era known as the
Cenozoic ~or recent.life era. When
dinosaurs were-facing extinction, prior
to the .ice”age, movements began in
the earth’s | surface - that ultimately
rasulted.”in “the ~° erection of the-
Himalayan  Mountains. Thase ‘1
movements “wera -s0 graat that ;hey
caused . disturbances thousands of |!
miles from the Himalayas in the floor of ||
the Pacific Ocean. Cracks opened in !
the ocean bottom whean the bottomn
winkied from the terrible pressures that . |
went through the earth’s crust. These
openings were at first only cracks and

‘indicated planes of weakness in the]

ocean floor resulting from.stresses andj
strains that". made- mnuntams and
ocean deeps...

As the Mariana wrinkle’ developed
on ‘the ocean floor, as stresses and
strains pushed and pulled, as ad-
jusiments of balancz were made, a
crisis occurred—a crack opened and:
mcltaen lava poured forth on the ocean
fioor, thousands of feet below the,
ocean surface.

Hot rock stuff met cold ccean water.
Steamn was added to the gases of the
molten ~rock, Explosions detonaiad
vndersea .— deafened and muffled by
the weight-of the-water.ahove. The
ocean was convuised.

P 27 2w iy

“limestons ~with. "se seemingly “renewed

Innumerable strange l‘ghts-red;,
blue, green — apgpeared in.the deep
water. Marine life was killed. Strange
fish, deep-sea varieties, floated to the-
suriace, belly up and boiled. The usual--
ly calm ocean surface was ruffled by a |
violent commotion. Huge sea waves]
spread out far and wide,: inundaiing:
low-lymg coast lands, leaving devasta-
tion and ruin in their wake. 724 '~ =

The rock.. stuff. _-exploded . into
fragments. Some rose upwards to the-
suriace- with- the:impetus- of:each ex-
plosion. The heavier material rose a it
tle, cooled.and sank.-The light pumice:
floated on the surface and spread cut-
ward in rings with each explesion. The
fine materials made the ocean cloudy
and muddy:s w e AmE e s

Explosion fo!!owed explosion.  Then.
a pericd of quiet ensued, followed by
another series of explosions; until the.
force of the eruption was spent. Erup~{
tion succeeded eruption with- brief in=]
tervals of quiescence; long enough for.
the fine particles- to settle to:the bot-
tom, carrying ~down. with .thene_the-
floating marine organisms Killed: by the:
heat and muddied water. .

+ Then - another explos:ve-erupncn
hurled  out. Jarge blocks. of:lava and
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energy until these exploauons !ukewesw
died away: 7 - oLl

Finally the force of this iand ozher

volcanic action adjacent to what is’
now Guam was spent and quzet re:gn-—-
ed over the area.  _

And on the ocean floor was a heap
of volcanic debris —-fragments of lava !
and limestone, some coarse some fine; |
As the- commotion gradually quze‘acl‘
down with the final dying of erupt'ons ¢
only the finest particles remained in
suspension. Then this {inest materiat
like wise settled down 1o the ccean
floor, carrymg with it more tmy cead
organisms of thesea. -, -'. 3

Quiet ensuead. b

One epoch was compteted, :

The deposits hardened into rock.
The layers containing  the large
fragments several inches to several
fzat across ate called agglomerates; i
the smaller fragments tuifs.

Today these tuifs and agglomeratss

at varnous angles because intersa
foiding and fauling have modiied
thzm since eruption. - *

As the-island continued to grow |
through successive outpouring of feva, .
the weight of the materlal in the ver-
gical supely “pipes” increased unidl a
balance “was struck between it and
the pressure from below: . Then a long
pariod of comparative rest ensued Zur-
ing which some of the- Morthem
Marianas- were in-succession,’ and inY
the same way,.brought forii.:
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" “"Were ‘it passible "to drain"the seas
around Guam, we would see 3 peak of
volcanic debris, about 14,000 feet
high, standing-on the ocean floor, we
would also ndtice a ridge about 9,000
feet high running off towards Rota. ]

With the subsiding of volcanic activi-
ty, other forces of nature went to
work. The wind blew wviolently- and it
rained furiously. Enormous.- quantities

of steam had been formed and the

. waters - hereabouts;... being - he~ted,
coused further atmospherid: dtitur-
bances which lasted along time during
which storms not equaled since occur-
red. . e 2ot x
The rains found the newly formed
island an easy prey and bare- peaks
readily fell away before the eroding
deluge. Streams. formed, and soon
they were raging torrents which carved
out deep valleys. Water . carried
volcanic earth from the higher parts of
the island to the lower, placing it there,
layer on layer, quite rapidly at first and
then as the rains gradually ceased, ero-
sion proceeded more slowly, until the
lowlands became stable, and vegeta-
tion found a footing. Soon grasses and
life covered the lowlands, and climbing
the gentle slopes spread a mantle of
! green over all the island. Thus erosion
was still further retarded.. :
While all this was taking place above
the water, below the surface: the in-
evitable coral polyp. was silently at
work building extensive reef forma-

y
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F ~ Mount Tenjo was forced up carrying

a strata of coral with it and compress-
ing the hiils to the north leaving them
very much buckled. Red dust filled the
air for days while in the south an exten-
sive range of mountains developed on
& line between what is now Agat and
the southern tip of-the island. Puntan
Cresta near Meriza} Guam’s most pic-
turesqua mountain peak, is a result of
this action. :Then- followed a sub-
sidence of activity; a balance of forces
was established and another period of
- restensued during which the whole
long process of vegetating the island
wasrepeated. ;= Aot o i
Then finalty, and well within the time
of man’s residence on the island, there
occured a voleanic sideshow along the
coast betwesen Umatac and Facpi-
Point. Here wefind a “pipa’” or supphg-
line such as was used ta-pour forth lava.
in the building of the island from the--
ocean floor but in this case the lava:

column solidified before reaching the
-surface and was pushed through the !
pipe and fifty feet into the air by the |
tremendous forces beneath. Hu=raria

On Guarm there are three kinds of |
volcanic rock: the plain flow-lavas, the
pillow-lavas, - and . the- - explosive
voicanic rocks. All three may or may
not have come fronr the = me reservoir
oratthesametime. " - =7 - -]

As the molten rock stuff oozed out !
of the cracks and mert the overlayingf
sea water, sheets of lava partly !

tions, which were later to be left high

" and dry when the ocean levels the
! world over were lowered hundreds of
" feet as huge ice-caps formed at the
poles ‘of the earth and, extending
towards the temperate zones, soon
held much of the world’s ocean water
in icy bondage. L
Then one day there occurred here
what was probably one of the great
voleanic eruptions of that time: Forces
had again been thrown out of balance.
Perhaps the tremendous ice-caps at

| the poles had something to dd with it,
| but a readjustment was necessary.
i Small mountains in that . section

were thrown into the air, hot volcanic
debris settled over all the island, and
very little, if any, life remained after

"

disrupted into large ball-like masses.+
Each balt or pillow was quickly chilled 1
by the water and a- quick-cocled-;

| volcanic glass formed around each cney

as a skin or crust. While forming, the
pillows. lay agasinst each other and:-
some of the glass skins welded in cool--|
ing, so that the lava flow of piliows.
cooled into solid rock. in the still hot in—y
terior of the pillows, the gases moved
outward from the center leaving bub-;
bles which wersa. halted by the glassyx
skin. A little of the molien lava becamej
fragmented into glassy granules which3
packed in the open spaces between,
the pillows. - 2 T aor et Bl
Perhaps the best place today to see:
these pillow lavas .3 in the high sea cliff |
south of Facpi Fount southeast to in- |
arajan and extending inland for about
two miles to just below the crest of the

;'. roughly between Agat and Inarajan
f

these outbursts..The great heat of the

earth and incandescent rocks cast into
the: air afiected some of the exposed

coral limestene changing it to cascajo. | .
g ! { cracks did not have the same volume, -

Explosion foilowed axplosion, vaoleanic
cones were built up, hot furnes helich-
ed forth and the whole scene was
changed. rase W

s main ndge. They probably underlie a

!

large part of Southern Guam.
Some of the lava issuing from the

fluidity, gas content, or rate of out-;
pouring, and this lava solidified as or-.

' dinary flow lava - beds of rock filled

with shrinkage cracks. Such .normal{
flow-lava,__wvithout pillow structure,
crops out in the hills inldand  from

Umatac. - W : L]

i

Some of the lava issuing from: =
cracks on the sea bottom evidenty F—w
a higher gas content or differae=
physical conditions affecting their S
trusion for nearby, there occur - ==
plosive volcanics, the tuffs and e
glomerates of Guam. These explosi~_
volcanics. make up most of the Mca_y
Tenjo area today. . =~

Each individual flow of lava or en_,‘;}
tion of explosive debris that made
the: base~ of Guam had its feediey.
crack.. As. each flow or eruption.diea,
away,|the-lava in the crack.congeake,
and plugged it. Another later eruptian
broke-out.from another crack, usua §z.
near by. Then the I/ in this:cracg
cooled.. The ccoled la/a of these filf
cracks is dike rock. The filled Crack .
are the-dikes. e Nk, P
~zThe molten rock stuff in-the cracs
extended deep below the surface.. 1y
was.held in by confining walls. it.coni_

eeplowly becauseit was notincontacy

with. air or water. This slow-coolin

—
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gave the rock a textures different froym,
thatof the same material which cooleqy
quickly on the surface as flow-lava. i
was: denser,finer grained.. Both sur-
face flow and dikerocks came from the
same reservoir: of. molten” magma- or
pool of liquid: rock-stuff deep below, .
One cooled slowly deep in the crack as
adike,  wif Sy LB N TS
Howaver, the-sides of the maiten
rock in the crack,-where it was in con-
tact. witir cold confining walls, chilieq ,
so rapidly- that crystals did not have i

-time to form, ‘and when lava cools-|

quickly it forms obsidian--or- black}
volcanic -glass. .- This- thin veneer off;
glass forms the selvage. of the dike ast
Seen In cross section of the face of thals
cliffs south of Facpi Point near Agat.
Today,.. after hundreds of fest of
overlying rock have been stripped from
Guam' by~ erosion- through the ages
since volcanic eruptions ceased, we
see the Facpi Paint cliffs like the lavery
of a cake. We see bands of dike-rock !
cutting through the main rock. We are!l -
looking at'the heart of Guam’s origing) |i
volcanic activity. Rt SR
S TR ﬁ
If we give further consideration 1o}
the cracking and folding of the ocean;
floar, we find 2 downfold usually ac.!
companied an upfold. Thus, resulted;
the Marianas Tranch and the Nergl
Deep, southeast of Guam. - Thej
Marianas Trench, some 36,860 feet.
deep, is atuorving abyss over 300 milas;
long and up to 30 miles wide;with 3.

beadlndia e e
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narrow steep inner gorge. -

Finally, when most all the volcanic
action stopped, Guam stayed quietly in
place long enough for.a ringing reef of
coral to form around the islands. Ac-
tually, Guam was originally three
islands. The largest was about 10 miles
long and 7 miles wide and lay south of
the Agat-Talofofo:-pass with Mount

Lamiam as tha highest peint. The next |

largest was-about 3% miles across
with Mount=Tenjo as its highest point.
The third island was smalk and*was
about 180 feet high, the area we know-
as Maount-Santa Rosa today.-Santa
Rosa island’ became the-center-of a
large coral- atol. Mount” Tenjo . island
was surrounded by a coral reef, butthe-
largestisland had noreef. - - .
After a. quiet time=of great* but
unkown lengths; during whictr time cor-
al had nearly filled the- shallow waters
between the-three islands there occur=

*in gradual.slopes at the outer under-
“water:edges. of the reef. Thus, left
= small but nearly vértical cliffs that had
. once been the outer underwater edge
af the reef, with the base of the cliff
-- forming a new shore line. Waves
- updercut the ciiff while new shallow
coral- colonies-began building-a new
reef; After a long period of quiescence
a new ring of coral was built around
- the island. This building and lifting pro-
cess occurred five times. as is evidenc-
. &d by the: terraces-still visible on- the
northeast end of theisland. - = -
AR LPESTGERS, Y T ERRHEH O

L ] Ll ¥ 1 |
- *The-sinking of Guanr to its present

- The-first-and longest period filled the

ariginal- islands with-a huge thickness:
- of coral that bafore further uplift was a
graat shallow- lagoom. - After rising it
_becamerthe great northern plateau, the

. curred.a slipping of that portion of the

~southern islands -and . the. northern

" level} occurred after these five-uplifts. |.

shallow= waters -~ between- the- three'}
- northern - half’ is=largely - composed.

— fEarlAlE

red an upheaval that was-so.rapid that

northemn half of Guam. _ —* S

coraldid not- have-a.chancesto-develop = After.the five separate’ uplift stages,’
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__long:past, brought forth’ Guam;~and’
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"when the island sank-again, there oc-
~island . that lay —between _the__twa

island. This portion; which was a great
block, cracked up through the coral
.cap that covered the underlying ash
- and lava and the block dropped lower|
than the two sections on either side.-
THPRFE TSTRTT Y JOLERY LY
This became the-area -from Agana- to-]
- Pago Bay. The cliffs between Sinajana-]
and-Agana are the result produceds
when underground: channeis'-_fom:d:.i

et

- this great crack. Eruptive actiomn pro-
‘duced our moumtains,s the—section+: . .
comprising approximately the southerre}. -
< half of Guam: Crganic action produceds}
our imestone formations, of which.thes

These--twovery different: processes;
combined with the-various changes-in4
~the level of the world’s oceans in-times=

*~edchleft a-definiterecord of its action %]
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"By PAUL B. SOUDER

-

.Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy and °
Hannah, -
i 1
In my last letter, | described the
birth of Guam. Today, | will give
you an jdea of where your
Chamorro forbears lived priar to
their arrival on Guam some 4000
years ago.

y-the simplest form of water transport

Who were the ancient Chamorro?
When did they arrive? Knowledge of
the beginning of the race of Chamorro
is unknown, their appearance no;
longer to be discerned in the mixed !
blood of their descendants, and their §
racial traits and traditions stamped Dut-‘
by the invading and conquering
Spaniard. A hint can, however, be:
secured from recent archeological 4
investigations utilizing radiocarbon ¥
techniques, from a study
of the role played by domestica- i
tion of plants, from a study of historical
relationships of Pacific languages, as -
well as from journals of early visitors to
the Marianas. 3

Our elders formed romantic specula- |
tions about the origin of Pacific |
peoples. Accidental resemblance in a
few words and details of customs pro-
mpted some to identify the islanders 4
with the lost tribes of Israel. Misguided
geology led others to assume a huge !
Pacific continent that gradually sank, !
leaving our island ancestors surviving |
on isolated peaks. However, it is now |
generally agreed that the people of thed
Pacific got here by boat over the sea. ]
So far as is known, the details are quite |
:ns intriguing as any lost continent of i

u

8 .-Vile do know that the early settle-

ment of Australia, Tasmania, at least |
parts of New Guinea, and possibly the °
Bismarck archipelago, was the result |
of the first migration from Asia, |
generally regarded as the cradle of .
man, by a primitive Negrito race.

These Stona Age people, who left no |
written records, moved across to |
Australia when the sea was much |
lower than it is now, about 20,000 !
years ago,-at the height of the last’
great glacial period,. when Australia*
and New Guinea were a single conti--
nent. These first settlers possessed on-:

et A

and had no agriculture.s . <22+

R e T

Nowhere ‘in the world. at this time
were damesticatad plants known,
everywhere man lived 3s a primitive ;
hunter, a fisherman, and a collector of |
wild vegetables and fruits for food. As ,
of this time, the islands of the Pacific |
had never been seen by man. gl

A second chapter in Oceanic |
prehistory occurred at a much later |
date, about the time the Vikings were °
exploring - the east coast of North

" America. This was the time of the settl- |

ing of the islands of \icronesia and
Polynesia, which have always been
separated by great axpanszs of ocean.
These migrations in-the Pacific came ,
after man, in his long climb upward, i
had accomplished two things. The first |
was the domestication of plants (taro, .
yams, bananas, and breadfruit), for? -
nowhere in the Pacific islands was it'i
possible to live off the land. There just:
wasn't enough wild foad. The time of -
domestication of the Indo-Pacific com-
plex of food plants s stll unknown but
may well have. taken -place around
8,000 B.C. v :
The second condition was met with-
the invention- of the single outrigger |
canoe and of the Polynesian doupw |
canoe. T e 1
By approximately 2000 to 1500 B.C., ;
man took to the sea in gigantic craft,1_
canoes, ®ith freeboard built up by
plank board along the edges and lash- |
ed together with coconut fiber. Some 1
carried traditional outriggers against;
capsizing; the more spectacular were |
two-hulled, measuringuptoa hundr_ed;
feet, with deckhouses on the connec-
ting spars amidhips. They had: sails of -
pandanus matting and paddles worked |
by crews of as many as seventy men.
In skilled hands such craft were]
thoroughly seaworthy, sailing at fifteerr 4
knots and often making more than two |
hundred miles a day. Can’t you see !
their leader dancing on dack and call-*
ing time, twenty  paddles a side
slashing the water with precision, the i
crew's throbbing song punctuated by |
the regular whack of recovered paddle |
blades :on the gunwale. These 1
navigators of the Pacific surpassed the
Phoenicians and the Vikings and found !
a new world for themselves thousands :
of years before Columbus. They had ,
neither compass nor sextant. They’
steered by the stars, which they knew -
uncannily well, by the steady trade!
winds, and the trend of the swells.
Migrating birds gave them hints of
faraway islands. Seamen could pick up
the scent of land far out at sea; they
watched. for -cloud .imasses forming
over invisible high islands, and for the
confused waters that developed to:
right and left as the-swells-check and |
bend against ar undiscovered shore.-:+4
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They were provisioned - with
coconuts for both drink and food, and
where tabu permitted, with green stuff
that would last a while, coconut-fed
chickens, prepared breadfruit and taro.
They could catch fish and seabirds
enroute. Such resources, eked out by
rain water on occasion, take determin-
edmenalongway. - - T =T oC

The eastward migration “into the
sun’® through Micronesia and
Polynesia spanned approximately
2,500 years. The Marianas were settled
about 3,500 years-ago, Samoa 3,000
years ago, and’'Hawaii by the first cen-
tury of the Christian era.

The role.that the domestication of
plants played has been* deduced by
botanists. Breadfruit and bananas can

. Chamorro  could

be propagated only fromv slips. Taro -
and the sweet potato”.grow from
tubers. 'Since 'none of*thess plants *
have seeds that could fly by-air; float.:
by sea, or be camied by birds, itis sug-
gested that they were-takén—to far |
islands by men who knew how to make
them_grow. -All. these Pacific; food
plants are natives of Asia except one:
the sweet potato, which came from
South America. Adventuring Polyne-
sians who, centuries earlier, had cross-
ed the unknown.sea from Tahiti to
Hawaii in their great double canoes, .
could easily have sailed to tha west 4
coast of South' America, provisioned
their ships with:such foodstuff as were -
available, the . sweet _potato and
perhaps the gourd among them, and
returned home. Too, American Indians
may have brought the sweet potato to
the Pacific on drift voyages like Heyer-
dahl’s Kon-Tiki journey. = " 3- = =
With favorable ocean currents and
prevailing easterly winds, South Amer--
can debris. was: washed -ashore at.
Guam -over the < centuries=* The
presence of the sweet.potato has sug-
gested that the Chamorro-may- have.
originally come from Argentina, the
later being supported by the Kon-Tiki
theory. However, radiocarbon studies,
and the- preponderance of -evidence
previously but briefly enurnerated; pro-
ve beyond any reasonable doubt, that
the migration of peoples across the’
vast Pacific was from Asia. They were:,
fight in color and in-no way affiliated |
with Papuan negra type; more nearly
were they allied to the-Malays, and to
much lesser extent; to some of the
Polynesians. - e
Perhaps thousands' of 'years In the
past, pressure of population in islands
to the south, intertribai-warfare, or the
urge of adventure sent a few valorous |
souls' over-the limitiess waters.-sear—
ching: for a new home: But the-details’
of - their: primitive origin;-their. travels, ]
-and first’ settlements. in.thé: Marnianas,
;will_r‘p‘robablv:»remain—.*imsaﬁad&-.ﬂ:d

they meet and displace a still more an-
cient race as indicated by the existence
of the Mana'chang? Where did each
come from? Which arrived first? Had
the two races any previous relations?
Let us consider the-Chamorro first.
i‘The physical appearance of the
Charmorro,  their  language, social

- organization, legends, etc., all indicate

a Malaysian origin witi» certain traces
of Polynesian affiliations. Over the cen-
turies, certain affinities with the
Melanesians or Papuans appeored,
suclr as the use of the ""great house.’

. The: Chamorro, ' though unlike the

Melanesians,.were ignorant of the bow
and arrow, and of the-art of carving in
wood. Unlike other Micronesians, the
not weave with
looms, but plaited mats like the true
Polynesians.. In their fire making and
cooking. they resembled the Polyne-
sian. Theair canoes,  although . excep-

_tionally fast wore similar to those of

Polynesia. On the other hand, they'did
not possess the paper mulberry, which
is so important in the economy of the
inhabitants of the . eastern  Pacific
islands as the source of bark cloth or
tapa. Some features of the Chamorro
language, considered to be & Malayo-
Polynesian tongue, make a distinction
between them and the Polynesians of
the eastern Pacific, and ally them more
closely with the Malay Archipelago,
Philippine  islands,~ and even
Madagascar. This latter cannection is
reinforced by the use of the betel pep-
per and areca nut as narcotics instead
of Kays pepper, and their possession
of rice3n prehistoric times bearing-the

| same “nage- as ' in - the~ Malay - Ar-

chipelago and Madagascar. Hence, the
Chamorro did not leave the cradle of
the race, Asia, until after the adoption
of betelchewing, which was introduc-
ed from-india long after the settlers of
eastern:Polynesia hacl departed. - -

But what of tha Mana’chang? Did
they really exist? Archeologists have
pointed  out tho lack-of' conclusive
evidence on this point.and doubt the
existence "of such:a- non-Chamaorro
population prior to Magellan’s arrival.
Legend and early writers mention their
existence, however, which would sug-
gest their reality. It is doubtful if they
are entirely a figment of the imagina-
tion. . . T 2 Crbuadl X o

The-Mana’chang had no raciat rela-
tions with the Chamorro. It is presum-
ed that they wero a race driven from In-
dia and Malaysia by the southward
migration of hordas from Central Asia.
These aborigines were .of a low type,
black of skin, of inferior meniality, and
not at:alk, fitted=to=cope  with: the
“superior race swaming:upon: tiem:
;Tt:ai’:}égt‘sﬂmjnrixysmusé.havw.bean

9

~.»| flight.”If the-first Iand: encountered by:

I culture, and weré as capable of erec

~

slaughized, - but -many 7Eicaped. in
boals,”some 10 meet a watery grave,
Lut others to find refuge on islands
located to the south and east. Tocday
we find a. few possible remnants
among certain of the people of Ceylon,
Borneo, Neww Guinea, the Solomeon
Islands, and other places. Some may
have found their way to the Marianas,
perhaps after generations of wander-
.ing where they lived in a savage, hat-|!
bestial state. ST o=t ees
_Much later, between 2000 B.C-and
1500 B.C., the ancestors of the Polyne-
sians (whose ancestors in turn had
driven-the aborigines from: the Asiatic
mainland),”. were . dispossessed by
another invasion from the north. Fiee-
ing-to the:south and east' throughout
the: centuries, th-y uradually populated
the Pacific. &5+ oatorsiomnoy e
-Around <.1000 '_"B.C., the: Chamsl
(believed . by: some-#to " 'be your
Chamorro ancestors) developed ' a
culture in Cambodia with oceanic em
phasis, producing the first open seg
navigators ‘and deep sea .fishermen,
who were also gxparis in boat building.
Population' . pressures, ‘warfare,. ‘or
adventure may have. sent a few brav
seafarers -ovetr. the  vast ~uncharte
Pacificin search of a new home. -
They could catch fish and seabird
enroute. Water was carried in gourd
and wooden vessels, but they relie
mostly upon rain. They took with the
plants needed to found a colony. O
such expeditions, the fleet spreac ‘ouze
into a great crescent with four or fa
mile intervals between- the canocs,
thus sweeping a-wide expanse of sea
A sharp lookout was kept, and pard
ticular attention was paid to the flighj
of birds. Those which were known -t
sleep o land were sometimes caught]
fed and released, the vayagers follow]
ing.-the: direction: of -theair homeward

e AT A iyt b T Yo

-

the fleet was: undesirable, perhaps g
<barren atoll, they would restfor & time]
and: replenish their food supplies and
then put out 10 sea once more., ~< -
. I such a fashion, they discovereg
what we now call Guam and thg
Marianas. Encountering remnants- o
their. . age:~ old. : antagonists, . thgl
Mana’chang, they enslavad them..
. The newcomers had a:substantive

- —

ting monuments .as their relatives i
' Cambodiz. They were the " lLatie
builders.. .The: _early- ' Chamorro
residents, wha. must have knowrt the;
- use of bronze and iron from their s7ay
in-Cambc-sia despite the lacl:of suziy
metal on, Guam, were highly skille2 2
stoneworkerss and?-masons. ™ Thie=:5
ampiy.demanstrated. by-the skill: wilh

which,. they“made= stone-rimplements;
suclii2s> axes,Zchisels, ¢ knives,. 2fling

‘scrap&ssandispearheads, . hammers::

motizimperieaiand singslonce Saus



Thay left littie ‘evidenze of their ac-|
tivities on arrival; but they did leave ar-4
tifacts and pictographs in the caves at
Inarajan and Talofofo, ruins of stone
wall fortifications, stone and shell im-
plements, objects of baked clay, pot-
tery, and spear points of stone. Most
evident, are the stone pillars of
numerous latte sites, still found in
various parts of the Marianas. Such
pillars, called halege, were often
'uprights of carefully cut slabs of coral
limestone. They were set securely in
the ground -and capped by rough
cuplike  heads :of .coral, called tasa.
Such- pillars were sometimes ‘mass-
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produced at a distance from the sites
where they were to be used, such as

‘those found in Rota in a quarry at As

Nieves where uprights and caps had
been  partially cut out of solid
limestone, and where nine uprights
and caps, completely finished and
ready to be moved, remain.

Latte sites are scattered over the
best garden lands along the share and
stream beds. Each site consists of two
straight parallel rows of stone uprights
set according to a uniform rectangular
pattern—eleven to twelve feet between

the two rows and the same’ distance
between the stones in each row.
Formerly, the uprights were sus-j
mounted by a coral cap, most of whic
have been displaced by earthquakes
and are lying on ground nearby. The |
height of the capped uprights, con-}
stant throughout each site, fanges-’
from three to sixteen feet in.the various
sites in the Marianas, Buried between
the two rows, and frequenty also
between _the- sites and the shore,
human skeletal remains and artifacts .

havebeenfound. - .
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Third in a series

By PAUL B. SOUDER

Dear Er}n, Eric, Carla, Tommy and'
Hannah,

Since 1 wasn't present in Guam
six centuries ago to observe the
lifestyle of the island residents, 1
would like to acknowlsdge your
Chamorro great grandparents,
your grandmother, and those early
chroniclers of Guam's history, as
well as their more recent counter-
parts, who mada Guam's history
come alive for ma, as | hope thess
letters will bring alive for you, a
pictura of those who were here
befors. ;

In the past few weeks, I've
described the birth of Guam, and
ths arrival of the Chamorros on
Guam. Today, I'll elaborate on their
beliefs and philosophy, that
something which made them tick,
to enjoy life. ) :

The people of before time had a
religious philosophy far different than
that which we believe in today. They
believed in an omnipotent being nam-
ed Puntan, who lived with his sister in l
the limitless space of the universe, j
before the creation of the earth and
sky. The two ancients knew no’
sadness for they wanted nothing, yet
they had no happiness, for they had no
desires that might be satisfied. As eons
of time-went by Puntan felt himself
about to die, so he called his sister
Fuuna, who, like himself, had been'
born without the help of either father
or mother, and gave her explicit direc-
tions as to. the disposal of his body,
and conferred upon her all his|
miraculous powers. He decreed that'
upon his death his eyes should become
the sun and the moon; his breast, the :
sky; his back, the earth; his eyebrows, |
the rainbow; and the rest of his‘
anatomical parts, the lesser things of
the world and the nether regions. i

By the magic of life, everything that
was Puntan became the world. But:
Puntan’s sister cried- that happiness |
had not yet come to the world. With alli
the voices of his transformed body,
Puntan comforted his sister and told
her that she must go to the rock Fua,
near Umatac on the island of Guam, '
and must speak over it the magic of,
life. ey i

That she did. The rock Fua spliti
open and from its depths came the first.
man, Lahimashi. His skin was only a lit-

R

tle less white than that of the Creatrix.

5

_ _But

For long they lived together like hus- -
band and wifa. But because they could

have no children, for Puntan’s sister |

was not like human.women, Lahimashi !

-became sad. Puntan’s sister saw the

thoughts in the man’s mind and knew

that happiness had not yet come to the

waorld. She taught Lahimashi the life-

making magic, tock him to Fua, and

told him to bring out another man fike

himself. :

Lahimashi wanted many!
brothers and women who could bear
children. The rock opened to his word.

People came out, so many they quar-

reled and fought for space to stand.

The Creatrix closed Lahimashi's mind

to the magic of life and shut up Fua so

no more people might come out of it.

She kept on Guam only those who
most nearly resembled the perfection

represented in Lahimashi. The others
she scattered over the world.

The Creatrix chose one woman to
become Lahimashi's wife. That
favored woman was taken to the Pool
of Love and taught the secrets of mar-
riage. Because Lahimashi had been
called to life by an Ancient the childran

_ of his wife became the ancestors of the

highest caste, the Matua. And because
all the others had been called to life by
a human they became the ancestors of
the second caste, the Atcha’ot.

To the Matua was given the right to
sit in council, to become chieftains and
the makahnas, to lead in warfare, to
become overlords of all. To the At-
cha’ot were given the rights of craft-

smanship, to make things used by all

the tribe in common.

The early Chamorro had no real,
eminent diety, but did have legendary
gods and a form of ancestor worship.
They believed in immortality inherited
from the “people of before time” and
the Taotaomona. In determining the
future destiny of the soul, good or evil
behavior during life apparently had no
part. Nobles who died in quiet repose
were the favorites of fortune and their
ghostly self dwelt in a subterranean
abode planted with coconuts, sugar
cane, and fruits of the most delicious
flavor. The souls of those who died a
violent death were supposed 1o go to
Sasalaguan, the dwelling place of

Chaifi who heats them in a forge and -

beats them incessantly.
Chaifi, the god of the winds, the
waves and fire, was the god of the

underworld. In his Hades he had a

smithy where he manufactured souls
for use as servants. One day while in
haste to make more souls he built too
strang a fire, the result being a terrible
explosion, the smithy disgorging ashes

and stones and rivers of liquid fire unto _




the earth. During the turmoil one of the
souls escaped and fell on the earth at
Fua, ‘where it turned into stone. But
the sun shone on this rock, the. rain
softened it, the waves kissed its feet,
and it became a man. The newly made
man looked about him and saw how

beautiful the earth was, but wanfed

company for his solitude. He took

some red earth which he found about

him, mixed it with water and formed it

into the image of himself. For these im-

ages he invoked the heat of the sun, as

he had learned from Chaifi, and thus

created souls to give life. Many such

human beings or children of the earth

he made. But Chaifi was much disturb-

ed over the loss of one of his created

souls and went to search for it, inten-

ding to kill it for the crime of escaping.

One day he saw a child of the earth sit-

ting on the beach and thought it was
his lost soul. So he sent a huge wave !
ashore, but could not kill the child as .
the soul came from the sun which |
Chaifi did not govern. Tha man turnad |
into a fish, making Chaifi so angry that !
he chased it into a lagoon and built a !/
huge fire underneath until it was all
dried up. But the fish turned into an ig-
uana and disappeared into the woods.
Then Chaifi burned but did not kill the
iguana for it became a bird and flew
away. By this time Chaifi was tiring of |
the chase so he called upon his stock
of wind, made a big typhoon which
threw the bird on a cliff breaking its
wing, whereupon it again turned into a
man. Now this man, with the soul from
the sun, said to Chaifi, “‘There, you see
that you cannot kill me, for my soul
comes from the sun.” Chaifi repliad,
“Your soul comes from Sasalaguan |
and | myself made it.”" But the man
answered, ''The soul which escaped
you is at Fua on Guam, where he is
making souls from the heat of the sun.
And this is the truth, he made me a
soul from the sun, and the wisest of
you cannot compete with me.” When
Chaifi heard this he went into a terrible
passion and caught hold of the man.
Immediately a typhoon began to blow,
the sea poured over the land, and the
mountains vomited fire. At Fua im-

mense waves came in and the children
of the earth fled into the hills for their
lives. When the sea subsided they saw
that their father was still there but had
turned into stone. And there he is to
this day, keeping an eternal vigil over
his children’s children and over the
land where he first saw the light of day.
Early - residents had a happy
philosophy with few, if any, obliga-
tions. It was based upon - natural
phenomena and interpreted whimsical- |
ly. Good and bad were human
characteristics. Each individual was
supposed to “’be good”. If he was not, :
he was punished. Goodness was a|

social necessity. However, he did not

. demand the same virtues of his divine
beings that he did of himself. He had a
keen sense of humor and laughed at
their waywardness.

Early legends were characterized by °

|a wholesome pride of race, by a

carefreeness that bears the flavor of

wind and sea, liberty loving and
unrepressed. Almost all legends are
based on feats of physical strength,

for, in those early times, the Chamor- |

ros were indeed “giants on the earth.”
Guam was a paradise; the people were
clean, extraordinarily strong, with a
will of their own,

Every man was like a bronzed Adam,
stark naked except for a hat or an
eyeshade of woven leaves, with jet
black hair without twist or curl which
fell below the shoulders. The men were
tall, well-built and firm-muscled. The
women were of a much lighter com-
plexion. Although, like their men, they-
wore only a little apron of some papery
substance, they seemed sufficiently
clothed by the long black hair which
covered them almost to their ankles.

They were radiantly healthy and
such excellent swimmers that they
could catch fish with their bare hands.
Their strength and agility were reveal-

ed by the skill with which they handled

their swift sailing canoes and by the
manner in which they hurled their sl-
ingstones, which were thrown with
such force that they were frequently
buried in the trunks of trees.

Their temperament was a mixture of
playful friandliness and stubborn per-
sistence. Although they could be

serious when the occasion demanded,

they were a happy, fun-loving people,
fond of festivities, dancing, singing,
storytelling, and contests of strength
and skill. They also took great delight
in jokes, playing tricks, mockery and
ridicule.

“While there were no priests as such,

there was an Iimportant class of
medicine men or wizards known as
“Makahna.”” A Makahna was suppos-
ed to have the power of communica-

tion with the spirits of the dead, to .

cause sickness or bring health, to pro-
duce rain, bring good luck in fishing,
insure a fortunate voyage, cause the
harvest to be abundant, and perform
other magical feats. He was a
soothsayer, a reader of omens, and a

final resort in questions of custom and |

etiquetta. He never married, and never

as a warrior participated in a tribal fray. |

To aid thern in their mystic art, the
Malkahnas kept skulls of their deceased
brethern in baskets. Generally speak-

J

! ing the Makahnas were nobles. They
l exercised their functions for good and
3¢ Iaudal?le Purposes, were respected and
held in high honor. Occasionally a
Makghna arose among the
Mana’changs, but he was a workér of
evil and was killed if detected. The

-~~Makahna-could-promise health, good

fishing, and similar benefits to promi-
nent deceased members of the tribe,
whose skulls were preserved in a
basket in the home of their descen-
dant. The Makahna may have practic-
Ed- bigck magic by using an enemy's

d.ll’t, such as his spittle, a bit of his
hair, nails, refuse of his food, or other
objects closely connected with him.
Because of their superstitious fear of
thg Makahna, individuals. took care ta
spit when no one was looking.

They were also concerned with the
ghp;ts of the dead, the “Aniti.” The
aniti were not really genuine ghosts,
but a not too long dead Chamorro,
changed in appearance and tempera-
ment, but really alive, not merely a
spirit. The aniti had odd and rigid ideas
of conduct and walked the earth more
or less regulating the affairs of their
descendants.

The aniti, particularly those of
ancestors, were sometimes regarded
as natural protectors and held in
veneration, but more often they were
thought to be evil, especially if they
were not respacted. In timeas of distress
they were called upon to keep away
evil and to bring good luck to those for
whom prayers were offered. The living
held the aniti in dread and sometimes
paid them a pseudo homage for self
protection. They believed the devil, in
order to retain this respect and servile
fear, would appear to them in the form
of their fathers and mothers, terrify
them, and maltreat them.

The aniti were rather variable in ap-
pearance. The males were tall, seven
feet or more, and in color changed
themselves at will from white thru
yellow and brawn to the deepest black,
Usually they had bushy hair standing
out on both sides, large round eyss,
and sharp, fang-like teeth. Women
aniti were invariably white, fat, hand-
IS:OI"I‘IE, and with long, flowing, yellow

air.

If the aniti were of an unkindly
disposition, sometimes benightad
travelers going thru the jungles were
seized by the throat or scratched with
sharp claws; sometimes stonas were
hurled .by unseen hands; and
sometimes in solitary places by the
shore a headless (igure was seen sit-
ting motionless fishing in the sea. The
aniti were supposed to furk among the
many trunks of tha nunu or banyan

~tres, and haunt the ancient latts sites.
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The Chamorros feared and
respected the aniti. In connection with |
fishing they would preserve silence and |
practice great abstinence for fear or for ;
flattery of the aniti, lest the latter
punish thern by driving away the fish or
visit them in dreams and frighten them,

it was customary upon the death of
a person to place a plaited basket at
the head of the corpse in order to cap-
ture and house the aniti, the departing
spirit. By doing this the spirit would ac-
cept the waiting basket as its earthly’

home and either return to inhabit it at a A ot e
later time or remain with it in symbol. Pl Heet oAy :

Kept in a prominent place in the e, Sl
household, the basket could be visited
by the departed spirit at will, and the
spirit, for this thoughtful devotion,

would be inclined to favor the family

with its more benign powers, since e T R pra S
- o S g o e T
departed souls were regarded more b P Yy

with awe and dread than affectionate Tt A S W
veneration. ; ' &R
As for the soul itself, it was believed
to exist forever. Those dying violent
deaths went to Sasalaguan. Souls of
persons dying natural and tranquil
deaths descended to an underworld
paradise filled with the con;entional s A ,
enticements: sugarcane, bananas, g e - ; ?
coconuts, exoticg foods .and rare Fua — the birthplace of mankind?
flowers. :

C- o by -
I A
o el
el e

T

LT i p—— 5

L 3 d

3

&
b
E:

T

- g1 e




es

A L e S R
-:.‘ T - 'a ""- _‘__‘ 3
W 4 - .

Y all ' A7 o iy

. i AL Ny 5 IS o e AW A Nt b e g
R ik ; 3 & A TR f Y B 5y ca K
3 "‘w{r& VI T AR L g Ly IR R EY B8 FYRERR RN et X A

A ,‘J
e

R A TR oy s W00 T _ ki, 40
A et TR NN

P3RS St IR T LR, LS e ald st

i A sl ';_‘ X 1
Early historlcal accounts say that, at times, Chamorro men wore hats and sandals, bu

o e

S X

i = 2 o P omea om g ow s m— R A N e s S Ly -




SR

T

L

[Vt

e 2 o s - ;r : :

oyl 6 , o gt : : pretd EPRE N oy ol
NS er e AR A 3 b s lal Aane M Sl L0 0k Y ety A e
Quar




them in their occupations of honor. .
The Mana‘chang, or members of the
lowest class, lived as slaves apart from
the rest of the community, and their
= __Iivgs. were governed by res triﬁtions and:

L e g s i taboos. They were not allowed to
g;z; aE;’""' Eric, Carla, Tommy and become sailors or canoe builders, and
4 . their fishing was restrictad to the

| My last Iet;gr described the ap- S;Ies rs, v:;'t"’:'f ev::g;e:%:gegnws ::;fs"f :
g?arzzf‘e:a :;ezi;s;san% gh: fo.;a;:vh_,); : Regardiess of their skills or ability, they !
4 ; - ay. 4 could never_rise out of their class.
relate what is kown about their When a Manachan cund
caste system, who really ran the Jd. pa a

by 5 Matua, he had to crouch with head:
f: , and h ¢ "
Smily. :anth bows thay spent thetr lowered and eyes averted. He could

“" Fourth in a series

By PAUL B, SOUDER
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Rank and class consciousness were -

important factors in the lives of your
forebears.
nobles or
Chamorri, and the highest class
Matua. They had the most privileges,
and controlled most of the island's
wealth. Occupations
highest prestige were reserved for
them exclusively. They were not lazy
aristocrats; but skilled artisans and
craftsmen, carpenters, mariners, war-
riors, fishermen, canoe builders, and
traders, and were familiar with the arts
of weaving, pottery, and weapon mak-
ing. : ’

They acted as foremen in these
undertakings, assisted by the com-
moners, who however knowlegeable,
were barred by taboo from ever obtain-

ing the exalted position of the !

Chamaorri. It was taboo for a

Charnorri to marry a girl of a lower

caste, although she may have been not
_only the most desirable woman in the

village but also the richest. It was
customary, when persuasion failed to
separate lovers of differing castes, to
kill the nobleman who stepped out of
line. s

The island was divided into districts
compased of ane or more neighboring

villages. In each district the nables, .

both men and women, formed a coun-

_cil, with the oldest poble as the leader. |
He was called the Maga’-Lahe, and

his wife the Maga’-Haga. The people
in a district were loyal to their leader

and to their district, but were jealous
and ‘suspicious of individuals: from

other districts.

The middle class were called At-

cha’ot, who were usually members of
the family or near relatives of the
Matua. -Their. sacial_privileges were
similar to the Matua, and they assisted

The highest ranking |
chiefs were called

da

having the

never-eat ok drink in the house of a
Matua or come close to-them, If a
Manachang heeded anything, he ask- -
ed them from a respectable distance.
The Chamorros were organized into

matrilineal clans localized in villages
and organized into districts under local
chiefs. The power of the chief was bas-
ed on inherited wealth in the form of
land and speciat+ights, such as making
shell money and constructing sailing
canoes. The women were influential in
all matters relating to family life, pro-
perty, and inheritance. The childran
belonged to the mother and took her
name, rather than that of tha father.
Each clan was made up of several

. families consisting of the married cou-

ple, their children, and near ralatives.
The families making up the clan were
bound together by strong social,
economic, and ceremonia! ties and
obligations. If a woman needed a piece
of land, part of the harvest, or anything
else belonging to a man in her family,
she gave him a piece of shell monay,
with a request for the property, and her
petition was immediately granted
without additional payment.

Estates of coconut and banana
groves were not inherited by a man’s
sons at his death, but by his surviving
brother or his nephew — who changad
his name to that of the most illustrious
ancestor. Men inherited property
belonging ta their mothers’ brothars.
As a boy grew up, he neither fearag
nor respected his father, ,

There lived at Apugan beach the
largast and strongest man on Guam.
Ha was very proud of his body and
feats of strength. He had a son whose
powerful body promisad to excel eveh
that of his father. At first the father
was proud of his son;-but-as the boy
developed he became very jealous..

-



When the child was three years old, as.
he. was hunting coconut crabs one
night, he uprooted a young coconut
tree. This feat so infuriated his father
that he chased his son through the-
jungle. Arriving at a point on the north
end of the: island, the frantic lad
gathered all his strength for one leap
which carried him to Rota. He left his
footprint pressed deeply in the stone
and since then the headland has béen
called Child’'s Point.

In sports, as in war, your ancestors
made games of their daily tasks. Any
outing in their flying proas would in-
cluds the whole family, including their
wives. Children delighted in going
along and swimming with the canoes:
like dolphins at the prow. Contests for,
the men included everything fromt
wrestling to spear throwing, and ofter!
a contest was halted midway for same:
exceptional story-teller to present his
fatest satire on a leading citizen or
athlete. :

The women, not unlike today, had
their own special festivities. They
would dress in their brightest shellsi
and cover themselves with exotic
flowers. Arranging-themselves in a cir-E
cle, they would give melodic treatmenty
to musical stories and legends, therz_
beat furnished with shell castanets and
dried gourd rattles. F

Trade between the various islands of ¢
the Marianas and the Carolines was a
frequent activity. To make the ex-
change of goods and services, several
types of tortoise shell money were us-
ed. Tortoise shell disks were strung
together and worn around the nack.
They were of several types — The !
Guini, a string of thin, regular, and |
perforated disks, in width slightly less |
than the little finger, and in length it
hung down to the navel, after having
passed twice around the neck; the
Lukao-Hugua, a string of thin,
regular, perforated disks about the
width of a2 thumb and the length such
that, when hung around the neck, it
reached the hip;- and the Guineha
fumaguon, the highest valued shell
object used as a chest ornament by
men. The latter was pierced in the mid-
dle with a large hole and sometimes on
the broad thin edge with several
smaller holes. Whoever killed a turtle, a
very hazardous adventure, brought the
shell to the chief, who according to the
circumstances of the deed and the
assistance received in performing it,
bored holes in it; the fewer the haoles,
the greater the value. Such trophies
gave the owner the right to exchange
them for other property. ~_ "=~

-

The Chamorros were skilled artisans.
They braided mats, sails, hats,
baskets, and other articles from Pan-
danus leaves, and were familiar with
both the technique of diagonal plaiting
and that of right angled plaiting. They
wove beautiful baskets, and were ex--
pert pottery makers, their ware varied
in color, surface finish, shape, and
design. They manufactured bamboo

, water shrimp and share bound spiny <

and wooden vessels useful in their dai--
ly life utilizing instruments of stone
made from wvolcanic rock and
limestone.

They made fishhooks from Mother
of Pearl shell, sometimes from tortaise :
shell, which they carved by hand. Fish |
were caught by trawling from canoes
or by net casting along the shore. ,
Spear fishing from the reef at low iide
.was a popular activity, as was night
fishing on the reef, by torch at low
tide.. .

They lived during four months of the
year on coconuts, bananas, sugar-
cane, and fish. The remainder of the
year, they supplemented the lack of

fruits -with certain roots. Rice, yams,
and taro were cultivated.

The women did not work in the
fields, but stayed in their houses weav-
ing mats, taking care of their children,
gathering food in the jungle and on the
reef, making coconut oil, and prepar-
ing native medicines.

The men did most of the gardening
and fishing, house and canoe building,
stone and woodwork, navigating and
trading. In addition, warfare,
ceremonies, and games consumed
much of their energy.

The Chamorros, were a _carefree,
laughing people, fond of dancing and

singing, or story telling and legend- |

spining, of contests of strength and |
skill. They were fond of ali forms of |
personal amusement from mockery to !
ridicule, delighted in playing jokes on
their friends and neighbors. They were
easily pleased, -well mannered,
hospitable and tractable when treated

with consideration. i

boisterous and gay and delighted in |

i = d to out- : b
jokes and bufoanery; and loved to | exception of a high crest. They let their

do a rival by wit or trickery. They were ’
so powerful in the water. that theyl
could swim long distances even with |
their arms bound behind their back.
They sang their myths, the best!
singers gambling on who would repeat i
the most verses. The Chamorrita or‘
" folk song survives today. 5
Their diet was simple, consisting
primarily of istand fruits, yams, taro’
root, and various salt water fish.
| Coconut was prepared in different
ways; sugarcane provided a ready
natural sweet by chewing sections of

the fresh stalk; bananas were eaten |

raw or cooked over roasting fires.
Breadfruit was always available, either
to be eaten hot fromr the stone ovens

2.

They were |

“for part of the year, or baked and
stored dry. Yams were a favarite
delicacy, and were baked in earthern
ovens covered with hot stones.
Primitive relishes were made from ter-
tain dried seaweed. Terminalia nuts-
and the kernels from Pandanus fruit:.;
were popular food items. Fresh water -
fish had little appeal, except for fresh-"

lobster. ;
-They cooked their food covered, -
alternating leaves between layers of ;
stones in shallow pits. Few items were-
consumed raw. Fish and Manahak
were dried in abundance, and storad -
for future use. Breadfruit was cut into
thin slices and dried. < =
They knew nothing of aggie and
tuba. Beside the mikk of young-
coconuts, the only beverage was
water. They did not use the aromatic
leaves of the island plants as a source
of tea. Temperance in diet was their
watch word, and they attributed their
tall splendid bodies, radiant health, and
great .strength .to thair particular
feeding, working, and leisure habits.

Excent for “occasional devastating

typhoons and the threat of infraquent
though severe earthquakes, Guam
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* possessed everything nseded to make

civilization simple, comfortable, and
thoroughly pleasurable. The nobility,
whose lot was naturally the best by vir-
tue of their craft skills, managed to
maintain the standards of communal
living at an orderly and productive
peak:

The men wore practically no
clothing, not even a g-string. They

~donned hats of pandanus as a protec-

tion against the sun and occasionally
protected their feet with palm-leaf san-
dals. ' The women wore a fringe of
leaves or a scant apron except on
ceremonial occasions when they
adorned themselves with fibrous skirts,
flower wreaths and ornarnents of shell.
Bothisexes wore their hair hanging
loose, anointed with coconut oil, and
some'men tied it in a knot or two at the
crown or shaved their heads with the

fingernails grow long, pierced and
elongated their ears and wore ear or-
naments. Married men carried walking
sticks which they called tunas, curious- .
ly carved and colored with the root of a
plant called mangu, at the head of
which they affixed three streamers half
a yard in length made from the soft
bark of trees, with heavy threads as
trimming. .

-

-



Warfare with rival villages tested
their strength against one another. An
imagined insult was sufficient cause to
do battle. They relied on strategy and
hit and run tactics. To gain an advan-
tage, they sometimes resorted to fire,
burning the grass and trees around the

positions of their enemies and throw- |

-ing burning lances upon the thatched
roofs of thek buildings. They used hid-
den obstacles, and, if necessary, even
dug trenches. Although their battles
were usually brief engagements, the
methods of fighting demonstrated
considerable ingenuity. The warriors
would celebrate a victory with songs in
‘which they lauded. their own feats and

- made fun of the vanquished. War was
a sort of game in which rival villages
would test their strength against each

' other. There was a great show of
bravado, but as soon as one side had

_lost two or three men, it would send a

, turtle shell to the enemy as a signi of
submission. The conch shell was
blown as a symbol of peace. They
were particularly adept at hurling si-
ingstones with such force that they
could crush a skull. Spears were tipped

. with barbed human or fishbone, and
were hurled with deadly precision and
force.
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. n Georgo Anson’s detailed skotch of a Flying Proa mada 8s a rosult ot
. his visit to Tinian in 1742, The word proa is from a Malayan word

pray, a two-anded boat with a lateen, or trlangular sail. The sides of

; tha Flying Proas. somotimes from three to five foet high, were made

i v § P with expertly crafted planks that were seweod togaether with various

Hs ‘ : _+ kinds of fiber cords. The undar part of the hull was usually in one
e : ‘ w2 i piece nnd consisted of a log finely carved to form a keal. The proa's
. leeward side was almost perpendicular, like a wall, while the wind-
w1 . ward, or outriggor side, was curvod, A pole mast was steppod
8y 1‘ < , within the hull upen the windward side. By 1819 the natives of the
. Marianas had lost the knowledge and skills ndcassary for building

s the Flying Proas. By that time the fast-sailing canoes that wera ba-

. ity ¢ vy Ing usod came from the Caroline Islands. Meanwhile, the garaide
s ?7 N (galaidil, 8 paddling outrigger dugout conoe naver usad with a sail,

2 ; LN, Ve was imported {probably from tha Philippines) and was usad in the
3 Mariana islands. . 1
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. Fifthina serias .

By PAUL B. SOUDER- "

Dear Erin, Eric, Carls, Tommy and |
Hannah, . . )

My most recent letter described i
what is known about’ the castei
system of vyour Chamorroi
forebears, 'wha reslly ran the fami-
ly, and how they spent thair time::
Today I'll talk about highlights in
the lives of your ancestors—the+

long house, the marriage ritual, &+

typhoon and the reconstruction of
a village. 1 ST

Young male adults lived.in a “great
house™ or “long house,”” a communal
structure frequented by the Urritaos!
or young bachelors. Wherein life was |
open and free and continually gay. The |
communal houses were provided to,
the young urritaos for purposes of!
companionship, either with their mala
friends or with young women whom+
they had purchased from their parents:
or had hired on a time-arrangement
basis. This did not seem to affect the:
girl's later chances for marriage or the’
man’s, and both were usually married..
in time to suitable individuals., There
was apparently no undue promiscuity
to the long-house arrangements, and |
the relationships were as scrupulously
guarded and respected as in the most
proper marriage. Sexual relations
beatween kin were considered obscene,
they did not occur in the long-house
relationships and would not have been
tolerated. s

Marriage amounted almost to pur-
chase. A young suitor would be forced
to offer his service to the parents and a
fee for his bride. The fee might be col-
lected either from him or from his
relatives. In frequent cases the groom
himself might have enough property of
his own to make a present to the father
of the bride. i

The marriage ritual was more
rigorous than it is today. The bridal
prospect was shut away from the pro-
spective groom and from everyone else
in a tiny hut outside- the village. The
hut, standing on stilts nearly fifteen
feet high, was only large enough to
hold her. Its thatched walls and roof
had no opening for light and women
guarded it day and night so no man
dared come near. She would remain in
that hut without foed through the
period of purification. Her mother
would: make daily offerings to the
skulls of the family ancestors so they
would tell her in a dream what day was

most proper for the marriage. She was -

hidden from the aniti so that none of =
them,jealous of her coming happiness,’ .-
might steal her soul. She was sheltered

-

2%

from the sun so her skin would become !
white like the first ancestors of her
caste, and closely guarded so no evilly
disposed person might tempt her with
food, or take the droppings of her body
with which to evoke magic against her. .
The prospective groom also had his
problemns. Visitors came wandering in
day after day, and as each delegation
arrived he was obliged to repeat the
rituals for the giving and taking of gifts.
He had to let the leader of each group
‘seize his hand and rub it across his
breasts, and return the greeting by tak-
ing the other’s hand and placing it on
his own breast. To each he had to give
an offering of mamao, the ritual gift of
welcome made up: of a fragment of
betelnut and a pinch of lime wrapped
in a fresh leaf of the betel pepper. He
had to make flowery speeches of;
gratitude for gifts which he was per-"
mitted only to touch. The giggling :
women and the joking men followed .
him everywhere, invading the privacy !
of his home, plucking at his clothing, ;
almost pushing their fingers into his!
mouth while he ate, so close did they '
crowd upaon him. He felt like an animal ;

on display. - _!
i - The village threw itself into & frenzy-
Pf preparation when word spread that !
fthe prospective groom had received
‘permission to go on with the marriage.
§Cooking fires smoked. The young man
l{raveied to and fro to bring the sanc-
jtified red rice which was specially sav-
ed for such occasions. Warriors made
eady their ceremonial dress while
vomen practiced their dances. Singers
‘and poets prepared verses of adula-
stion, vying for the most extravagant
‘phrases.. Throngs crowded about the
iprospective groom and reddened his
fcheeks with serenades of ribald songs.

Men of his caste in the village hur-
vied to- dress up the bride-purchase.
iProduce from the land and ocean was
,rpilecl on litters, with it the gifts brought
ihy the visitors, and paraded around the
%\village so that every family might see. :
Jdt was stacked in front of the bride’s
‘parents’ house, to appear even greater’
sthan it was, with lattice framework set
jup to hold the huge piles of 1iaro,
\breadfruit, coconut, fish, and rice, and
.jthe finest of the gihs placed where
athev were most visible. All the village
icame to admire and exclaim at the
‘stupendous size of the bride price.
How generous was her bridegroom!

The bride-price accepted, the party
‘prepared to go for the bride, the men:
’evearing hoods of plaited pandanus.

eaves that covered them from head to
aist in obedience to the taboo that.
orbade them to look upon-mothers
nd sisters. When they arrived before :
he hut where the bride had been :
nclosed for the past month,-the-men3

t- on their - haunches, facing the

women seated "before :the hut- as-its



i

-m
%here was only the rustle of the palm
Jronds overhead which gradually grew
Jouder as the men began beating time
softly with hands on knees, and the
women opened the chant of bride giv-
1ing. After the bride’s mother question-
£d her daughter on her willingness to
proceed with the marriage, and after
the bride’s confirmation, the mother
‘chanted *‘it is good.” She turned and
faced the men. “Make ready
bridegroom--your bride comes after
her bath of purification,” the final step
in the marriage ritual.

Disaster did occasionally hit precon-
&act Guam as it does today when a
typhoon decides it was time to strike.
No sun would herald the dawn. Where

t should have been, was only an ir-
iegular blotch in an eerie yellow fog.

There was no swooping daybreak
lights of seafowl, none of the usual

songs of the jungle birds. The water in

the bay was higher than it had been for
long time.
Through the morning the storm in-

- — e ek

reased in intensity. Winds slowly |
acked around to the east. The skies |

were darkened by heavy, rolling clouds
that raced before the gale. And the

brute strength of the rushing air push-

" ed the waves crowding them into the
gonfinad boundaries of the bay where
they hit the rocky shore, bounding and
febounding, slashing and chopping at
dach other until the entire surface of
the sea was an ugly smoke-green color
mottled with patches cf dirty white.
!;'Nater surged over the top of the mar-
sh, and washed over land that had not

gnown the touch of salt since the most

ferrible storms remembered by- the

i

~oroesT g, : :
§ The roaring gale ripped the crests off
jthe waves and hurled them in sheets of

ispray over the village. The loose debris

linland. There was a clatter of pottery

1zoomedinto the jungle.
In the dusky light, a gray
ipreceded torrential rainfall as it swiftly
iraced landward in the grip of the
ityphoon until the storm joined the
{windswept spray in a battering deluge.
!Black as ink were the drops. So hard
1did they strike that they appeared to pit

the earth.

1 As suddenly as that first fierce squall *

had burst, it suddenly ceased. it was as
though the typhoon could not con-
!tinue so violent an assault without a
ipause for breath. But the attack was
iquickly resumed with increased feroci-

Y - ’

Jin the plaza was torn aloft and whirled

}smashed against house-posts, snatch- ,‘
{ed by-the fingers of the storm, which

dull gray skyi

arsTFor a e wWhilg,

The houses shook under the blast of
air and water. Pillars groaned as the
tumbling waters raced around them.
Next door the roof of a house flapped
in frenzied protest, then soared away
to burst against the trees. The palms
along the shore bowed and twisted
under the rush of wind, their crowns

iches. of coconuts were flung ear-
j thward, their fall unheard. g

The people were dazed by the
sledge-hammer blows, many rushing
ifrom their collapsing homes only to
dash blindly back and forth across the
rain-swept plaza.

Now the-great waves encroached on
the plaza itself and the dwellings
nearest the bay stood in swirling, mud;
dy water, % i

Over the meadow between the
vilage and the bay, children werd
knocked over by the gale and rolled
along “until they crashed against the
trees or houseposts. There was thd
crash of an uprooted palm; anothes
was broken off halfway up its trunk!
The roaring river, ripped at its bankd
under the pressure of the flood it was
carrying from inland. i

People moved slowly. The jungla
was so dark that many feared the evil
presence of aniti. Mothers wailed foj
lost children. The heavy rains pounded
through the cover of trees, bringing
down showers of leaves. Now and
again the terrific blasts of wind would
rip off a hugs branch and fling it dowr
upon the marchers. 3

As tha tribe arrived at the inland rica
fields there came a great burst of tord
rential rainfall, followed by a long lull i
the typhoon. All the houses used by
the Mana'changs had been wrecked!
and the rice was destroyed, slashed:
down as by a machste. Devastationj

was everywhere. The black dwarfsg )
who stayed in their houses were killed 3 !

snatched off the swaying trunks and .
shot off into the murkey distance. Bun- ,

ed i+laid, sloping steeply from the ridge~

“except a little raw rice.

Those who remained in the fields were{

still alive, though paralyzed by freight. §

Men collected the broken branches:
and smashed trees flung into the fields:
by the storm, and with them built:
rough shelters. The women gathered:
what little food might be found along:

the edge of the jungle. Thel
Mana‘changs searched for what rices
might be left. .

For two hours the strange calm
lasted befors the typhoon broke again.
The wind shifted around to the nor-
theast. The air was thick with flying
dirt-and small stones. In the jungle
could be heard the crash of falling
trees. But though the wind whistled
over the open fields, though the heavy
rains turned them into a swamp withinj
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a few seconds, there was no danger to
life. The people shivered under their
dismal shelters. They could make no
fires. They had nothing to drink or eat

- ———

The winds slowly died away. The
heavy rains continued for an hour or
two. Then they dwindled and finally
ceased. '

Only a few houses in the village sur-;
vived the typhoon, and they leaned
sickly on broken props. Only the stoned
pillars of one of the houses remained.
The canoe' sheds and communal=
storehouses left no fragments to show
where they had been. Every tree in the:| |
coconut grove was either broken byi
the winds or uprooted by the water.i}
On the few trunks that still stood in:
place could be seen the muddy mark of;
the flood's crest, nearly ten fest above;
the usual level of the bay. Great blocks!
of coral had been torn out of the seas
and swept inland. A wall of mud and.
rubbish had been washed up against;
the jungle. !

In the aftermath of the typhoon, the:
village had to be completely rebuilt.’
Men planted sturdy tree trunks to!
make the four posts of their homes.:
About five feet above the ground:
cross-pieces of heavy timber were:
lashed to the posts to form a rough
square. Split bamboo was laid fon
flooring and the walls, also of bamboo,
were tied to the corner posts. -

While the men vied with one another
in the speed of construction, tha
women wove mats from tha splic
leaves of the pandanus. These mats
were interlaced diagonally. By the tima):
the ridge-poles of the homes had beent
raised, each twenty feet abovs thae
floor, and the roof-rafters had been!

poles to the walls, the women wera
putting the mats in place. Three larggti
mats were hung from the rafters tdj:
divide each building into four rooms}
There were common floor mats;
diagonally braided, and softer sleeping
mats, soma of them extremely fine in
texture being made from the leaves of
the pandanus. Water vessels were
fashioned from lengths of large hollow
bambaoo stalks, five or six feet long and
open at one end, filled, and supported
against the side of a wall for storage. |

Coarsely woven pandanus. held
everything from dred breadfruit to
rice. Everyone camied a smisll finely
woven sack of some type of native}!
material to hold his individual supply ofl |
betelnut and pepper leaves and_‘th.ag

-
-




necessary pinch of lime. Coarsd
baskets were created from the soff
fresh coconut leaves as the nee
arose. These were utilized until the
were stiff and dry and then discarded
probably into a kitchen fire to sweli th
blaze. Bamboo baskets were the mo
pliable of all types and the mosi
durable.

Where, only a few days before, ha
been only a bare windswept meado
with a few forlorn stone pillars stan
ding above-the earth, was now a busti
ing village of dwaellings set in a doubl
row around a central plaza.

But the town was not complete

* Three buildings, greater than any fami
ly house, were rising swiftly under th
communal efforts of all. Two of th
were hardly more than covered shed
along 'the waterfront, divided into u
per and lower sections by a platform.
Below the platform wera stored thel
large canoes, the pracs, owned i
common by the entira tribe and u
for long voyages or warfare; above
were the supplies of food whilch th
community had brought, and whic
would soon ba increased by the first
harvest.’ ; ]

The third large building was erected
some distance from the village, near
tha edge of the jungle. No women or;
married men were permitted to help in
its erection. No women were permitted]
to step across a tabooed circle placedﬂ
around it. Nothing touched by al
woman might go into the house. The;
urritao, the bachelors,~-who were to oc-
cupy this house even refused to accept
the customary feminine labars of mat-;
making and wove the mats
themselves, using them only to divide:
the great barracksinto cells. - §

When the roofs were thatched, thei
cooking pits dug alongside the en-
trance of each home, and the skulls off
ancestors hung from the ridge-poles,
the great feast began. The ftribe
chanted its songs. It boasted of its
renown among all the tribes of Guam,
its prowess in battle, the speed of its
canoes, the cleverness of its children,
the beauty of its women, and the total
superiority of the clan over every other
race on earth. The men danced. The;
women danced. The young boys con-
tested in strength and marksmanship
And always food was served. Even the]
ancastral skulls felt the steam of cook-
ed food smoking through their caver
nous Noses. 1

4 e i
The village was semicircular. The At-

cha'ot lived in the southern half whild
the Matua lived in the northern half]
the position of the houses indicated
the rank of the occupants.The housd
of a Matua was usually composed of
four rooms. The first room was hi

resting room during the day, a sort o
patlor where visitors were to b

greeted and where food was to be
eaten. The next room was the place for

- sleep, distinguished by the raised bunk

fixed on the wall. In the rear were the
fruit storeroom and the workroom.

The houses were fully equipped. The
corner posts were painted in brillant
designs of black and red. Bamboo
water containers wers set in thg
storeroom. Earthen dishes were in th
workshop. Stone scrapers, - mortars
and pestles, kneading troughs, all tha
impedimenta of a household were in
placa. Mats were on the floors, and o
the bunks. The cooking pit waited for
fire. Heaps of taro, yams, breadfruit
rice, sugarcane, coconuts and bananas
waited to be cooked.

Touring the village, one could ses
how the community maintained
themselves. The men were competen
farmers. They cultivated breadfrui
trees by cuttings from the old plants!
They raised three kinds of yams, and
propagated bananas. They set out and
cared for large fields of aggak, fromj
whoss leaaves they wove their matsj
baskets, hats, sails, and textiles. :

Their fishing was of many varieties
including a curious kind of chummingj
Coconut meat was chewed to a fina
pulp, replaced in the shell, which was
then lowered into the water about fi
feet. Theline was shaken up and dow
causing the pulp to come out of th
shell. Every day, in mid-moming an
for nearly two weeks, the men conj
tinued to feed the fish with tha pulp. i

No attempt was made to catch tha
fish until they had adequate time to ard
rive from their breeding grounds in th
ocean. Then they were seined up, th
seining continuing, untit November
when the fish would again leave the
island for a period of six months.

Life was not all drudgery, and when
people celebrated they let go in danc{
ing. Young warriors would swarm int
the plaza, howling a chant of glory

a_ﬂ;cn_'l.i

‘Their tanned legs pushed alternatel

through their festive attire; knee-lengt
skirts of red, grean, and yellow banan
ieaves hanging from the waist. To th
notes of reed flutes the warror
enacted in song and dance the legends
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of tribal glories. Now and again one of
the dancers would leap from the circle
and dash to the chief’s house where ha
would scream an account of that day’s

victory. Praises climbed 1o
unbelievable heights as each tried to
surpass the others.

The men at last retired to give place
to the women. Each of them wore a
cagelike dress of tree roots adomed
with pendants of seedling coconuts.
Around the midnight black -of their oil--
ed hair were -clusters of small red
shells. .

While the interlocked rows swayed -
back and forth, singing a curious:
chant, they began a fast-foot dance, -
swaying, tossing and twisting only the .
arms and upper bodies, Fastar and -
faster they moved, shaking rattias until «
the seedling coconuts of their dresses
tossed and leaped, their breasts’
quivered and the long strands of their
black hair floated like seaweed in the -

* wind.

All was not necessarily peaceful in
early Guam. Thera were villages who
hungered for more food though they
had enough, sseking more lands :
thot{gh every family had its portion,
making themselves unhappy in their
jealousy of other tribes, So they dacid-
ed to make war on.one of the
neighboring villages. To avoid news of
their intentions if they sailed around
the island, they marched overland, car-
rying a great war canoe. Mapappa, the
Anciant who flew with the wings of a
gull called on Gamshon, the hundred-
armed, to turn the invaders from their
foolishness and together they pulled
up the fand in the west until it became .
high hills. But the attacker did not heed
the warning of that miracle and, when
they were forced to hait for the night at
Fena, boasted on how they-had over-

come obstacles and how they would

destroy their victims in the morning.
The two Ancients were offended. All
through the night Mapappa flew back
ard forth, carrying the warriors of the
victim village to Fena. And when the
sun rose in the morning, Mapappa’s
great wings blew up great tlouds of
dust. The invadars awoke in dismay
only to see their best fighters snatched
up by Gamshon and dashed to death
against the newly-raised mountains.
When the battle was ended Mapap~
pa tuinad the invaders’. war canos to
stone for all Guam to ses and
remember how the Ancients dealt with
thosewholovedwar. . - .. =
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A letter

“..< ByPAULB.SOUDER

-

;. Sixthina series -

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tom—my,' and
Hannah:: : = 0

My latest letter covered some of
the important aspects in the lives
of your ancestors in ancient Guam.!
Today, | will touch on that event
which forever changed Guam and
its people — the discovsry of the
Marianas by & Spaniard.

- the  southenr point, appeared some

«canoes. "But -they disappeared - so
¢ quickly that: they were- more _likely
- resting ‘gulls..There was no-indication

In 1521 A.D., Magellan sighted the
Marianas. A chronicler of his voyage
{as visualized by Charles Ford in his
Death Sails with Magellan, published;
in 1537) described portions of the:
event as follows:

OF to the West, what seemed at
bank of clouds lying low against the[-
waters, coalesced, gathered form,.
grew more salid. Here and there, a thin?
almost imperceptible streak of rose:
curved along the sky. i

|

When the Conception rolled down!
to starboard the land leaped up. Whent
it rollad back again to port the land,
sank below the line of the gunwatz. It;
was a scene of awa, or reverent,,
wonder as the fleet steered closer. 1t:
was not the land that slowly emerged-
from the seas, it was the endlass wasta;
of waters slowly receding, slowly fail-:
ing back into the fountains of the deep;
irom which they had spouted. As the®

-y

land emerged, the green became mors }
vivid and the shoreline became more =

definite, One could distinguish two
islands, each rimmed with restless fr- |

. ingss of white and separated by a|

channe! of blue water. The nearer of !
the two was now abreast of the fleet, |
rising from a girdle of bright green
vegetation to soaring heights of jagged !
stone that were washed in a film of ;
opalescent hue. Shifting lines of light |
and shadow bewildered the eye into an
unwilling belief that this might yet be -
only a mirage of cloud formation.

Now the three caravels came so

close to the nearer island that one
cou[d hear the crasn of breakers ham-
mering the shore. It was one-great
mcuntain, rising from the buttressed
cliffs along the coast in a jumble of
steep inclines and towering heights.;
the flanks of the mountains, and in the
crevices of its chasms,  bushes and
tress veneered the gray and black'rock
with emerald and olive. From around

tiny- black - specs...They - looked like

%<1

of human life along that portioh of the !
two islands visible from the fieet. Here
was not a single bird, but whole flocks
cutting through the air, screaming im-
precations at the strange visitors!

The Trinity led the way slowly along
the coast, vainly seeking an opening in
the reef that barred the shore. At the
end of the secand island, an effort was
made to move about the point to find a
haven, but the men were too feeble to.
manage the maneuver. All their efforts
seemed hopeless. Here was land, but
unapproachable. Then one mariner
saw a third island off to the southwast
and the fleet reluctantly steered there.

Never had hours:seemed so long as
those during which the fieet made the
crossing. Coming close enaugh, it was
seen that this island was greater than
those left behind. At first it seemed
flat, with-only a few isclated hills
breaking out of the levels of the shore.
Then, as the fleet mqved along the
east coast, the land climted steadily
highar until the soaring cliffs toWéted
nearly six hundred feer above'“the
waves. A series of terraces, each
covered with heavy growth of briliiant
green shrubbery, ran atong the chalk-
gray ramparts, contrasting sharply
with the bold, bare walls between each
fevel. And on the summit were the
outer imits of a dense forest.

One could see the ceaseless conflict
of land and sea. Each great raller that
swept down from the northeast vvas as
straight as a line of parading soldiers.
As the west flank of each swell neared
the coast it lagged behind the even
front and then, as though trying to
catch up, rose higher and higher to a
sawtoothed crest before it tumbled
headlong, the rocks along the-
shoraline ripping and tearing it into
foaming fragments; so the advance of
the wava was marked by the line of its :
broken end down the full length of the -
land.

At the fifteenth mile, the cliffs drew
back from the coast to reveal a river
cuiving through a fertile valley. A tiny
village lay hali-hidden under the trees
on the shore. Inside the bay a number .
of small cances moved to and fro. The
fleet moved in to meet them. But:
broad reefs enclosed the small harbor !
and forcedittogoon., - 3

Some of the canoes that were seen
in the little bay hurried back to shore.
Larger canoes rushed out into the surf.
Two of them hurried down the coast, |
obviously to spread waming: The j

others came closer to inspect the thres
i - .

ships.:y Sislol BRhd T

- P—" o Jc"

{

L



Never had the men seen such craft
as these. Each seemed to be a double
boat, one part smaller than that which
carried its crew and joined to it by two
round poles. Each cance was painted
in combinations of black and red. The
canoes were long and narrow, rising at
both ends in high, rounded beaks.
That side nearest the outrigger was
straight as a wall. Directly amidst a
mast carried a single Iateen sail made
of broad, sun-dried leaves sewed
together. .- -

One could watch the seamanship of -
the inhabitants with wondering
‘. delight. Running before the wind, they
easily outdistanced the fleet. And, as
though they were playing with it, they .
raced in and out between the three-
caravels, and held each one in a circl--
ing ring. There was never 2 moment’s.,
hesitation in any canoce when the tack -
was to be made, the men in them-
scrambling from one end of the craftto
the other, and the sail turned about...

ahwvays the- outrigger -kept-to the
weather side. So the fleet went on for?
another five.miles accompanied by the:

| The canoe would stop short, then darq 34
off at a new.angle into' the wind, ,andj
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shouting rowers who kept their canoes
circling the three while overhead
squalled the gathering flocks of
seabirds. Then, as the expedition pass-
ed a flat foreland, the coast unex-
pectedy opened into 2 narrow bay. The
capitana turned west here, followed by
the Victoria and the Conception. Hard-
ty had the signal been given to drop an-
chors when dozens of the double

canoes, coming out frorh the head of

the bay, surrounded the flest.
Magelian placed the fleet so as to

command the haven, the vessels lying

in a line between the northern and
southern shores. Thera was ceaseless
conflict of land and sea. Each great

roller that swept down from the nor--

theast was as straight as a line of
parading soldiers. As the west flank of
each swell neared the coast it lagged
behind the even front and then, as

though trying to catch up, rose higher -
and higher to a sawtoothed crest -

before it tumbled headlong, the rocks
along the shoreline ripping and tearing
it into foaming fragments, so the ad-
vance of the wave was marked by the
line of its broken end down the full
length of the land.

The cliffs drew back from the coast
to reveal a river curving through a fer-
titz valley. A tiny village lay half-hidden
under the trees on the shore. Inside the
bay a number of small canoes moved
to and fro. The fleet moved in to meet
them. But broad reefs enclosed the
smali harbor and forced it to go on.

On deck, there was a sense of anxie-
ty, of insecurity. The guards and gun-
ners staggered to their posts, weak-
legged, wondering how: they might
resist the rush of the savage hordes
should they chance to attack. So, in
the first few minutes after the fleet's
arrival, there was an interval of indeci-
sion, the ships fearfully aware of their
weakness and the natives restrained by
a fear of the strange. But far from
assaulting, the natives proved to be
friandly and easy-mannered. On one of
the canoes a native stood erect holding
in his uplifted arms a polished tortoise
shell as a sort of peace symbol.

The mariners shouted and gestured .

their needs. Mistaking that call and
motion as a signal of welcome, the
Chamorros lost their momentary fear
and hurried forward. Some of them
clambared ahoard - the- Trinity's
longboat,” playfully fingering the
painter which tied it to the stern, until it
was unloosened and the boat began to
drift. g A< -

The alguazil, bellowed down at the
visitors, cursing them to get out of the
boat, while.theystared up at him, vain-
ly trying{Stas understand, shis! anger.

_Then; parhaps.drivenby panic, he call-.

ed up an arquebusier. “Shoot these
damned thieves," ha shouted. The gun
was fired. At that close range the bullet
could not miss, and tha visitor tumbled
into the water where his arms thrashed
wildly before he sank. The rest of the
Chamorros locked on astonished,
unable to comprehend the flash of fire
from the arquebus, the sharp explo-
sion, and the almost instantaneous
death. In the next moment they burst
out into cries of resentment. Those
few who had brought their weapons —
stones and untipped wooden spears —
flung them at the Trinity.

The shouting, the gunfire, the
shrieks of the inhabitants, and the wild
cursing - of the seamen brought
Magellan out of his cabin. He waited
only for the briefest explanation before
he ordered every guardsman to
prepare for hattle.

The Chamorros raced away to their
village taking up their stand on the
shore. Led by Magellan, the forty
guardsmen pressed close behind and,
in their eagerness to kill, sprang from
the boat and waded through the
swamp. Before the defenders could
toss their spears, the soldiers fired a
volley from the arquebuses into the
crowding mass. A dozen men were kill-
ed. The others stood firm for a mo-
ment like a herd of frightened deer,
then whirled about in a rush to safety.

Magellan yelled on his soldiers, who
had paused after their first volley, and
they raced after the fleeing men, stab-
bing, slashing, shooting arrows. In a
frenzy born of smoking biood, they
spared no one. Women who stopped
to snatch up children were struck
down. A group of infants, cowering
together In terror, was ruthlessly
slaughtered. When the soldiers came
to the village, their wild war-cries
mingled with the screams of their vic-
tims. Out from each hpuse, the in-

_habitants " scurried, pursued by the

soldiers to the edge of the jungle.

- A third of the village was massacred,
and not content, Magellan command-
ed the village destroyed. Every house
was ransacked and its goods tossed
out in wild disorder. But it was clear to
the mariners who were watching that
Magellan failed to find what he sought.
He was seen to slash his sward against
the nearest hut in a fit of rage, strike a
flint to a torch, lay it against the hut,
then hand it to a soldier to continue the
destruction.

Soon the entire village was a
crescent-shaped fire. The dead and dy~

ing were flung into the flames, and it-

was only when the last poor hut was
reduced to faintly glowing embers that
the guards were called off. Only .four
smoke-blackened stone pillars remain-

ed standing in the heap of ashes when”
the forty soldiers marched back to their ;
boat with food ravished from the:
village. - i

From afar came the liquid, lingering, :
mournful coo of a bird not yet asleep.,
The wind whispered through the.
shadowed trees. The hollow thud of;
the surf tolled a dismal dirge. “ i

The quick dusk of tropic hight
enclosed the fleet, The unending roar:
of the breakers boomed ominously’
through the night. Men slept fitfully,-
half-expecting the enraged victims to.
return in attack. :

But when the next morning gave no-
sign of the residents, when noorr came
without a single hint of retaliation from-
the silent forest or the rolling ocean,+
the mariners grew bolder. When they:
were sent ashore they leamed what
had so angered the captain-general
when the villaga had been ransacked..
It was gold they were told to hunt for
— gold and jewels, and spices and silks
and satins. But though fowl were
found in the forest clearings, though in
the ashes of the storehouses were
found fruits and vegetables and fish,
none of those things Magelian wanted
were to be had.

-or the rest of that day and the next
the crews rowed to and from their
ships, filling the holds with all the food
they could gather, washing out the
slimy water casks and refilling them at
the river. Just southwest of the fleat's
anchorage, a small cove opened into
the land, a catch basin for the waves
driven along by the stzady trade-
winds. To the west of the cove was a
cape rising sixty fzet from the bay. On
the north shore, which was almost
without indentation, a narrow shingle
bsach was backed by a bluff which
rose into the terraced cliffs that had
been seen from the ocean. In the west
was a narrow valley, and through it
curved a river that emptied into the bay
through a swamp. The fleet feasted on
the stolen provisions though most of
them were strange. They were-the first
Europeans to taste coconut. They-
decided it must be food, since the
island residents bcthered to collect it,
but they found it difficult to decide on
how it was eaten. When the outer husk
was pulled off, they were puzzled by -
the fibrous stone-hard inner shell. A :
disgusted sailor plunged his, dagger-
through one of the three "eyes!” and .
found the blade covered with a milky
fluid which he licked. His surprised and.i
gratified exclamation told his mates of-+
the excellence of cool coconut juice...i
They were also the first Europeans 1
taste bananas,-which they thought
queer-kind- ot fig-with its reddish skin {
.and soft, white, sweet pulpse=2 332 5
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The skull-aricestor; worship cult
the Makahnas showed evidence o
survival potential, in the belief of man
on Guam in the taotacmona. Thes
headless spirits were believed to be in
visible departed souls who return t
the island in human form, and wh
were likely to be encountered i
remote areas, resembling the invisib!
aniti. They were thought to be larg
and strong, and sometimes extremel
hideous to look upon. They had speci
likes and dislikes, abhored women an
children and could not abide the sigh
of a pregnant lady. Many taboo word
and customs developed from this belie
in the survival of ancient spirits, anrli
frzaquently an amulet was used with
red blanket, reprasenting fire, to war:‘
off sickness and death from th:f
unszeniorce.

Some belizve that the taotaomon:
were formerly ma’gas or chiefs ¢
various localities, who jealously guard
ed their district including hunting, co
lecting, and fishing rights.

There are thosa who believe th
certain individuals had a taotaomon
halper, called a gatchong, wh
assisted them in feats of strength an
daring, Gatchongs were not invisible
and could only assist when thei
human master was with them.

The taotaomona also imposed cer
tain taboos on trespassers. In the area
outside their home district, childre
and adults would ask permission of th
local tactaomona before defiling th
ground. Some elders believed that if
person uttered a taboo word aloud i
the jungle, he might get swellings in hi
mouth, feet, or other body parts
Taotaomona had an unpleasant bod
odor, and sometimes spoke in an
unknown tangue. When fishermen
would see blue or red lights on th
shore or reef at night, they woula
return home for they were sure that th
taotaomona were fishing with torches
and they would not catch any fish.

The duhende were believed to in;
habit the jungles of Guarn, and wers
capable of carrying away children and
casting speils upon them.-., .

The banyan tree was tegarded witH

read as the home of those ancestorg
called bihu today. Thebarkof the ba
nyan tree is still used. by some he
doctors to cure iiiness, especially thos
caused by supernatural agents. ;.

The two decades:- following th
establishment of the mission wer

years of decline. Guam was the scenei |
}

of intermittent fighting and natura
disaster, - the ' resident

dividuals. Typhoons in 1671 and 1693,
and a smallpox epidemic from Mexico
in 1688 contributed to the decrease. "

-At the* end: of - the—17th__ Century,
Christianity was firmly established; ac-

P RN —L. 3

‘population} |
decreasing from 50,000 to 5,000 in-f

2pted as- the religious belief of _Gqém

i

residents. The old religion "hased on
myths, superstition, and ancestor wor-
ship was replaced, although some of
the old beliefs occasionally surface,
even today.

The Viceroy of Mexico, by royal
decree in 1881, defined the political
status of the Chamomas by granting
them legal equality with other Spanish
subjects. On this occasion, the Military
Governor entertained the Chamorri

chiefs with a feast, distributed presen
among the people, and placed th
police of the various villages- unde
their Chamorri leaders. Governo
Savaria then appointed Antonio Ayhi;
a Chamorri, to be the Lieutenan
Governor, a real first on the islan
since the arrival of the Spanish.

It was at this time that the islande
began to adopt.the manners an
customs of the Spaniards. Craftsme
were sent to the various villages t
teach handicrafts, the manufacture o
linen, and other useful trades. Childre
were taught the rudiments of readin
and writing. A positive change in at
titude occurred. The people receiv
religious instruction with more en
thusiasm. New churches were con
structed, and missionaries left for th
northern isiands. However, Guam con
tinued to fanguish as a quist outpost o
new Spain, It was an era of relativ
peace and quiet, broken only by th
annual visits of the Manila galleons,
and the intrusions of pirate ships an
other foreign visitors.

ST LS
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Father Sanvitores, who brought
Spanish culture and Christianity to
Guam, was a Jesuit. His companions |
were not only missionaries and .
teachers, but were also scientists, i
geographers, financiers, and -ad-1
ministrators. They created a farm cal
ed San Ignacio de Tachogna in centrak

.Guain. Cattleswere raised to breed for

island stock, along with stallions and-
brood mares. The padres introduceds
the carabao from the Philippines,
which proved to be docile and usefut
on island farms. Under Jesuit supervr—j
sion, Chamorros became more effi-’
cient farmers, growing maize and:
camotes Gr sweet potatoes from Mex-]
ico. '

An elementary school was establlsh-l

ed shortly after Padre Sanvitores’

death, named the Colegio de San Juani
de Latran, and endowed with a fund of !

-3,000 pesos a year by Queen Mariad

Ana, to memorialize the efforts of San-.
vitores, and give official recogmt:on to:
the new name of the islands in honor
of the Queen of Spaln.
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Seventhin a series | L On June 15, 1688, Father Sanvitores

stablished his mission with a staff of

hip.

. By PAULB. SOUDER

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy &
Hannah:

In my last lsttsr, | describad
Magsllan’s discovery of the
Marianas. Today, I will revisw the
two canturies aftar his arrival; the
first differed little from those prior
to his visit. The next 100 years in-
volved war., epidemics, and
typhoon, which almost wiped out
the Chamorros.

It is not my intention to write a
scholarly history of Guam, that has
already besn accomplishsd by a
number of talonted individuals. 1
do hope to bring alive for you soma
of your ancsstors by nams, what
was important to them, thair
lifestyla, and the part they playsd
in the devsiopment of Guam.
Visitors to Guam, since Jits
discovery by tha Spanish, mention-
ed a numbesr of your forobearsrs,
which helps to round out wiat we
know of how they fit into the
schame of things, during the tims

(G amacty

T T e A

four other Jasuit priests, 2 lay brother
gnd some Filipino assistants. A military
fardsan force headed by a Spanish
Captain and 32 Spanish and Filipino
toldiers supported his mission. San-
Vitores, his staff, and the troops receiv-
ed a friendly welcome from the
islanders, probably because they were
the first visitors who treated your
Chamorro ancestors with courtesy and
kindness.

Chief Quipuha of Agana gave the
nission a plot of land for the con-
struction of a church, on which the
Agana Cathedral is located today. :
Initially, the mission was succassful,
hut as the year progressed, some in-
dividuals felt that the new religion bas-
El:lon love, mercy, and humility, as ad- -

inistered by the priests, made for a *
ighly restrictive lifestyle. It deprived :
ihem of the freedom they were used to :
and threatened to  change their |
custom, their habits, and even the way |
they did or did not dress. :
One of the first problems which
rose between the missionaries and -
their converts related to the existing
tlass system. The Chamorri chiefs and
members of the upper classes re-
fuested that the padres discontinue

. —- e

inwhich they lived.

ilar relationsh

baptizing people of lower caste, {eeling
that such persons were not entitlad to
gsuch a benefit. The missionaries
gisagreed. -—

Relations between the priests and
Chamnorros went from bad to worsa.
Tha padres were accussd of baptizing
children desgite the tnreats of the
fathers and tearful prayers of the

The Chamorros enjoyed a period of
relative obscurity from 1521 until 1668, T
interrupted occasionally by the
apearance of foreign sailing vessels in |
the waters surrounding their

Sim

B e

homeland., Treatment of the island
residents by

worse than that initiated by Magellan
and his crew. .

On January 18, 1585, Legazpi came
‘ashore to parform the formal ceremony
of making Guam a possession of
Spain. Afterwards, he and his compa-

these * visitors was °
sometimes better, and occassionaily

mothers.
The priests angered the Makahna

. 1er wisa men in efforts to destroy their

iheredi}ary influence over the peogple,
1de_clanng them to be impcsters and
ipriests of a false religion. They attack-
:ed the freedom of the Urritags or
bachelors by efforts to abolish their
houses in which young men lived with

WHO bea;f &

nions gathered around a hastily built
altar, where Padre Urdanseta celebrated
moss Guam tus et 3 0t oF 1 . et bidércoms o
sovereignempireofSpain.. ___ - daughters, and tried to end the invoca-

For the next hundred years, Guan; _ tion of the Aniti or spirits. They taught
' yas not only visited by expiorers 2NG . that jt was wrong to worship the skulls
| adventurers, but became a regular stop biancestars.

for the Spanish galleons bound from

nmarried women, They tried to aiter
5he custom whereby parents received

A letter to my grandchildren, and to those

capulco to Manila. The galleons tock

7= =9on water at Umatac, and in exchange

for iron nalls, local traders provided
fice in 70 to 80 pound bags. it has been

feported that frequently on such an ex-
change, after the rice was pulied up in-

fo the boat by means of a rope |
!Jbecause the suppliers would not trade |
utside of their canoes), the packages !

{Nould be opened, tevealing a top layer
of rice covering straw and stone.
Those who practiced the jest would

ugh lustily, and go from that vessel 10

cin Al e ik .

] The Makahnas, however, thrived
turing this time with their exhorta-
tions, superstitions, and taboos; ep-
posing the Christian faith and blocking
the progress of the Jesuits. Both
groups engaged ift 2 *'holy”” war to brd”
ing disrepute upon the other, eacrf'
group declaring their foes as lia
charlatans, and worshiprers of fa
gods. Howaever, the Jesuits had th
backing of the Spanish trcops. - This
support finally overthrew the power o
the Makahnas, although not without .
blocdshed at the hands of the Spanisiy
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A letter to my gfan dchildren, and to those

e ll. L
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'Eig hthin a series

By PAUL B. SOUDER - ]

| known as the cabeza de barangay,

Dear Erin, Eric, Caria, Tommy :

and Hannah:

In my last latter, | enumeratad

some of the trials and tribulations

of your ancestors in an era of inter- |

mittent war, natural disaster and
diseass, which almost wiped out
your forsbearers. Today, I will in-
troduce you to some of your
Spanish ancestors, a portiorn of
whose genes are a part of your:
Chamorro blood stream. - e

ship

tion

ilar rela

 Simm

who_ beara

h

L .. The
rmunicipalities, which in some .in-

By 1700, Spanish control - firmiyi
established some 3600 hectares or fives
percent of Guam for the benefit of thes
Governor. Originally established undert
the system of encomiendas, the]
Governor entrusted large tracts to!
leaders who had given-outstanding ser-|
vice. The traditional system of land”
rights remained under the newlyd
established island elite. The en
comendero derived income from the-
produce of the land, in return for which :
he was obliged to protect the in-]
habitants, promote - civilization and!
christianity among them, and maintain
military control on behalf of they
Spanishecrown. ., - 3

island was divided _intoj

stances consisted of several villages,
headed by the gobernadorcillo - or
“little governor.” With the consent of
the Governor, he had complete ex-
ecutive powers within his district. He
was responsible for the collection of
taxes and the assignment of work on
public projects.

Besides the gobernadorecillo, each
municipality also had a-local police
commissioner who was called the Te-
niante de justicia. The commissioner
was assisted by two judges who look-
ed after all ledal matters related to land
problems and salaries. Public law gnd
order were maintained by alguaciles
or police officers, two of whom were

2 stationed in each municipality. Each

day the - alguacil supervised the
work of men who were designated
by the gobernadorciflo to parform
services for- the community or the
church. Tk e

- The municipalities of Guam were
composed of villages of puebles, each
of which was headed by a local leader
called the principale del pueblo. The
pueblos were in turn divided into sub=
districts called barangays. A bara.ngay
usually consisted of about fifty village

famities. The head of the barangay,
A5,

, lunder the bells} system. The barrio
usually consisted of a group-- of

took the census, collected taxes,
distributed public funds, - and— was
responsible for supervising the public
‘labor of his group.

In 1710, money was so scarce that
the 200 soldiers stationed on island
-were paid only once a year. To escape’
inclusion in this situation, the Chamor-
ros began to plant rice on an expanded
scale as well as other agricuhtural pur-
suits. 5

Chamomo men were still agile in
their use of slings and lances, and con-
tinued their ancient adeptness with
their proas. :

The highest official in- Guam, in ac-
cordance: with Spanish law and
custom, was the Governor, who was
sometimes called the alcalde-major,
The second in rank was the sargento--
major. He was the commandant of
troops. and was responsible for the
military affairs of the island. His
responsibility was subordinate to the
governor, although on occasion he
would serve as acting governor. These
officials both lived in Agana. Because-
of its population and as the cultural
center of Guam, a system of district
organization was developed in Agana
quite different from that in othar parts
of the island. This was the barrio

households which surrounded” a

church or chapel. Families living in the:
area were obliged to contribute to thes
support of the church and were underi
the spiritual jurisdiction of its priests. |
Each barrio or district observed certain
religious: rites and festivals thatr werei
connected with its patron saint. The
barrio of San Ignacio, the oldest and
most centrally located district, was in-
habited by the families of the highest
rank, who held the dominent pesitions
in the social, political, and economic

‘life of the island. They were-the sur-.

vivors of the Chamorr, a property-
owning group composed mainly of ther
descendents of the Chamorro naobility,
who married the ranking Spaniards.
Tha first generation of your Spanish®
ancestors on Guam, Senor Joseph
Miguel de Torres and his wife Dona+
Dolinga Joseph de Espinosa; arrived
from Spain via Aculpulco, Mexico, on
the Manila gaileon -disembarking at:
Umatac in 1735. aaice ; i



The Torres family settled initially in| with the approval and support of the
Agat, where Don Miguel was attached Augustiniagg. He allotted apgertain por-
to the Spanish military forces. Dona| tion of land to every family. With his
Dolinga over the next eight years gave| encouragement and under his
birth to five .chridren.'Thenr second son, guidance, the land was quickly divided
Juan Francisco Regis de Torres, was; into gardens, orchards, and ploughed.
born in 1739, and married a Chamorrita  An abundant variety of European
in 1762, the daughter of the only sur-. vegetables and fruits were introduced.
viving pure blooded Chamorro couple Piants introduced in earlier times were
on Guam. He lived in Inarajan prior to  cultivated once more. Rice, maize, in-
his marriage. i digo, cotton, cacao, sugarcane, limes,

f lemons, oranges, pineapples, and
mangoes. flourished. He encouraged
raising cattle, and cieared the grazing

King Carlos Iil of Spain issued an;

edictin 1767 removing the Jesuits from
their century old tenure in thel lands, which involved making small
Marianas. Two years later, in 1789, a} clearings, separated from each other
young lieutenant arrived with the news{ by bushes and clumps of trees. He
of the Jesuits’ immediate expulsions seeded the clearings with grasses
He had been prépared for his missiord suitable for pasturage. These savan-
having arrived with a boat-load o] nahs, shaded on all side, retained their
religious replacements—Brothers. .of] freshness and sheltered the cattle
the . Order of St. Augustine.  Oni against the sunand heat.
November 2, 1768, the tiny schooner,
Neustra . Senora . de Guadalups,;
bearer of the Augustinians and the
Edict, sailed from Guam with all of!
the expelled Jesuits. The padres had:
collected together what they couid,4
bu't wera forced to leave everything of
value. : -

were cleared, herds. of cattle were
rounded up, tamed, and driven to the
grasslands.

In order to make farming easier and
more efficient, Governor Tobias im-
ported horses from Manila and
- | donkeys and mules from Acapulco.
Many documents were burned priory The islanders were taught how to
to their departure, presumably to pre- break cattle in and to use them for
vent their falling into the hands of the: riding and pulling wagons and carts.
Augustinians, The once thriving farms;  They guidad the animals by means

were neglected, and the agriculturaly of cords which passed through holes ;

oriznted economy collapsed almostim~i pierced in the nostrils. The jungle was
mmediately. Cattle ran wild and others| full of goats, pigs, and poultry that the
werg slaughtered without thought of Jesuits and other Spaniards had
possible future need. The people ap-. brought earlier, which were running
parently had lost interest, as well as 2. wild and could te had for the taking.
segment of their faith. The departure’ mor Tobias encouraged people to4
of the Jesuits marked the end of an 5:;eand domesticate t!?en_-n.p He im~
era, The jungle took over. T ‘| ported deer from the Philippines which |
One year later in 1770, LLmste'. %r- thrived and multiplied so rapidly that |
res, the scn of Juan Francisco eg';s "9 they soon became a threat to crops.
Torres, and the son of the wiholY | The Govemor established cotton .
Chamorri lady, was born. Don LUIS } g 5ng salt pans on the island and ;
was your great, great, great, great, § b o .ohtin craftsmen to teach the arts
grigftegroanmgﬁ;ﬁr&hanged with the ar of the blacksmith, tl_wreh wrée:lwngh:é
: - .. The Chamorr
rival on the island of Governor Don 23?cklt$ ?eacr?w;%e?lzzge trades and prac-
I;n?%?an}.?é ;rvg:':fl :crllivger’:::emn:;g 31;15{5 li ticed them with skill. They learned to
enlightened man, convinced that the |
best way to reactivate Guam
economically, was ta establish a sound
agricultural program. One of his first |
official acts was to make land available |
to the istanders for agricultural pur- i
poses. To set a good example and to 4
stimulate interest in agriculture, he -
himself Iaid out some very exiensive :
gardens. Being a man who was not { ™| 1771, he established the first
afraid to get his hands dirty, when § Guam Mii‘:tia which wore . special
freedom from official duties permitted, 8 unifarins: and' were well paid. They
he worked in _tha‘fields and assisted were under the .command of four
with the cultivation of :’he cgo??. Spanish captains. Other officers were
Because of this- approac I_?n e IS ¢ islanders of mixed blood and Filipinos..
vigorous action, he changed the ﬁ"ua' Because the Governor strongly believ—
tion. His reforrnsbapplletdh nog g:igr:i?s ed that indolence was ane of the
;Zewgga:;';?g;sét é;‘t t::i’s a:propach T | greatest evils in life, the militia men

became expert masons. .

Because of his interest in education,
the Governor established two free
public schools where the children were
taught reading, writing, and
arithmetic, as well as vocal and in-
strumental music. The schools were
separate: one for boys and one for

girls.

A

As rapidly as the savannah lands -

were not permitted to become fat and
lazy. In their daily military duties, they
were required to cultivate ceriain por-
tions of land assigned 10 them. The
soldiers ploughed, sowed, and
harvested the produce which fed
them, and so occupied, they were hap-
py and content with the food they had
cultivated.

The inhabitants of Guam during this
time were calm, honest, gracious, and
easygoing. They were given to tuba
drinking—an introduced custom, and
they were devoted to cockfighting,
which - was also introduced. Five
brothers of the St. Augustine Order fiv-
ed in Guam, and dominated the forma!
religious life of Agana and various
villages. These bhrothers' apparently
seconded the humane views of Don
Mariano for they seemned to live in har-
mony with the inhabitants and movec
freely everywhere, But itwas Govemol
Tobias whom the islanders loved.

On September 27, 1772, the
Mascarin, commanded by Captair
Crozet, dropped anchor in Apra Har
bor, which he described as situated or
the western side, and almost in the¢
middle of the island. {t is bounded or
the south by a tongue of land (Orott
Peninsula) running two leagues cut in
to the sea, and on the north by a ree
of similar length which almost sur
rounds it. The entrance is very narrow
and protected by a brick battery, whici
the Spaniards call St. Luis, mountet
with eight bronze twelve-pounders o
an old pattarn. The harbour is capabl
of holding four veasels, sheltered fron
all winds except those from south

make lime and bricks, and some |

| east, which never blow but feebly. It i
dangerous. to enter without pilots
because of the numerous rocks ant
coral reefs. He went on to say that ii
the whole extent of these seas there i
no other harbour where wear
navigators can raestablish their healt!
more quickly or where they can obtai
better or more abundant refreshrnent
The island of Guam appeared a ter
restrial paradise to him. The air was ex
cellent, “the water very good, . th
vegatables and fruits perfect, the herd
of cattle, goats and pigs innumerable
while there was no end to the quantit
of pouliry, : 4

He further described his impression
of Agana in 1772, when he wrote thz
the chief setilement is situated- fot
leagues to the north of the harbour o
the seacoast, at tha foot of some lov
mountains, in a beautiful country fu
of springs, and watered by a smal
very clear; and good brook.. The Cor
mandant of the island lives there. Th
streets of the town are laid out i
straight lines, the private houses ai
for the most part built solidly of woo«
raised on piles, about three feet aboy
the' level of the ground, and most ¢
them are roofed with shingles, or wi

- b
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tiles, the rest with palm fronds. Thered
is a beautiful church, highly decoratedi
according to Spanish custom. The!
Commandant’s house is spacious. and}
well built, The former residence of the!
Jesuits, now occupied by the St
Augustine brotherhood, is spacious)
and convenient, but the' forme
Jesuits’ college is not inhabited. Thei
successors, the St. .. Augustines,|
removed the college to a building nean
their convent. There is a barrackst
capable of lodging a garrison of five:
hundred men, and there is the-King'st
fine large magazine. All these public]
buildings are buiit of brick and tile. The|
island of Guam is the only island in the
vast extent of the South Sea; sprinkled
as it is with innumerable islands, which
has a European built town, a church,
fortifications, and a civilized popula-
tion. He estimated that there were
about fifteen hundred residents on th
island. Besides those living in Agana,
they lived in twenty-one small set-
tiements, all on the seacoast. Suchd
settlements were usually composed of
five or six famiiies, who made their liv-
ing by fishing and by growing grain
crops and vegetables.
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Don Luis Torres, your great, great, great, great; great grand
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Native ovon and distillery on Guam, lllustration by Peilion .
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Ninthin a series

By PAUL B. SOUDER

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy
and Hannah:

In my last letter, | introduced you
to the first generation of your
Spanish ancestors and life on
Guam under the Jesuits and the
Augustinians. Plagues™ of various
sorts, inadvertently brought by the
Spaniards, had scourged the
island. The Chamorros were
almost decimated. But Spanish
soldiers, Filipinos, Mexicans,
assorted sailors, and . a few
Chinese, married or com-
mandeerad the remaining
Chamorro women. Although the
men may have had no thoughts
relative to saving ithe Chamarro
people, they did, although uninten-
tionally, save it. The resultant
childran were of a superior breed.
The infusion of new blood revived
the race. The Chamorro mother
gave her ciuldren the stroang and
self-sustaining character of her
heritage, its majesty and pride. The
father transmitted to fis children
immunity to certain diseases. So
the new born Chamarro began to
hold his own and multiplied.

During this pzrniod, a number of
scientists, voyagers, whalers, and
ships of many nations visited Guam,
including  vesseis beionging 1o
Americars, Russians, Frenchmen,
Englishmean, and Spaniards. Between
1817 and 1828, the island hosted three
scientific expeditions, which included
such leading scientists of their day as
Kotzebue, a Russian; Freycinet, a
Frenchman; and d'Urwlle, another:
Frenchman. Aside from the scientific
reports which these visitors made,

their written comments provide what]
little we know of life on Guarn durings
the early part of the 19th Cantury. i

Guam's administration changed '
hands during this periad, shifting from
the Viceroy of Mexico to the Governor-
General of the Philippines. With this
change came the island’s first organic
legislation. The Spanish governors
continued their attempts to make
Guam a productive island, but none
were overly successful. However,
three gentlemen did stand out above
the others in their efforts to improve
conditions on Guam. They were
Governors Blanco, Villalobos, and de
la Corte. Don Luis Torres, your great,
great, great, great, great grandfather,
the third generation of your Spanish
ancestars on Guam, and a direet
descendant of the last pure bred
Chamaorro, was a refined and educated
individual raised in the Spanish
fashion. He was also a lifelong student
of Chamorro history and culture. He
was 1B years old when a group of
Carclinians visited Guam 1n 2 numper
of small canoes. The visitors pleased
him by their mildness, he raceived
them with kindness, and :nz Governor
aave them presanis. Since tha: time,
thev came every year. Thev told Torres
that they had prewious ceniacts witn
the inhabitanis of Cuam, znc had only
given them up on hearing cf the sertle-
ment of the whiie men, having been
witnesses -of their crualty. In 1788,-
aiter a iong time had elapsed, thay
undartook this expidition o barter for
wen. Torres asked them row they had
found their way here, as :ne disiance
from Ulle to Guam is 2bove three hun-
dred miles. They answerad that the
description. of the way was preserved
by them in their sergs, and utilizing
such directions, - their puois found
Guam. It is remarkable that they did)
not miss this small island, when the
stars and the songs were their only
guide, in a voyage of three hundred
mides. When the Carolinians visited
Guam in 1788, they promisad to return
the following year. They kept their
word; but on the voyage back they
were overtaken by a furious storm, and
found a wartery grave, so that not one
of the brave seamen saved their lives.
Torres waited 15 years in vain for his
friends with whom he had become at-
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tached. In the year 1804 the American
ship, Maria, from Boston, took in pro-
visions at Guam. Captain William Boll
and Thomas Borman undertook a
voyage to the Carolines, where they in-
ended to catch beches de mer. Torres
embraced this opportunity to visit his
triands, as the Captain promised to br-
ing him back to Guam. The Maria sail-
ed in July, and the first istand which
she touched was Ulle. Torres found
several of his old acquaintances, whoj
piloted the ship into the islands. One of
the Carolinians told Luis, as he called
Torres, that his name occurred in one
of their songs, which the Carolinians
had composed, that the men from
Guam might not be forgotten. Preser-
vation of remarkable events in song is
cammaon in the Caralines.

Torres inquired as to why his old
‘riends no longer-visited him in Guam.
They told him of the fleet which had
none there fifteen years before, and, as:
1 had not returned, they concluded;
‘hat their countrymen bhad all been!
~wrdered. Torres declared that noj
-arm had bean done to their compa-;
~icns on Guam, but that a ragingy
~+arm had ovartaken them 3 day aiter]}
tnzir departure, and. probabiyy
stroved ihe flaet. Torres saw on his]
,ovage many islands belonging to the]
“irohnes and drew a chart of tneg
~iole chain. N 3

'n 1801, a recently prormoted Lieute-
a1, Don Luis Torres, was the m:ii
mnistrator of the Pueblo of Pago. On
vay 1, 1301, he was asked 1o survav
'he potential presence of Russians n
that area, since the King of Spain had
tsclared war on the Emperor of
Russia. He found no Russians.

In 1802, Captain Hasweil of the
_ydia spent several days in Agana. He
~as impressed by what he saw and
made the following observations:

The buildings of the Governors
and Chief Officers are built with-
stone and are good houses. The
Palace is. two stories high-and.is
situated in a very pleasant part of
the town with a large Plantation
of Breadfruit trees before it, and
a road from-it-to the Landing

Place. It.is.a larga building con-

structed in the Old Spanish style.

The first story contains stores,

the second is high, the Audience

Chamber is approximately a 100

feet long, 40 wide, and 20 high

and is well ornamented with
tamps, paintings, ewc. At each
end are private apartments. In
the front is a large balcony whichr-
reaches from one end of the
house to the ather. Behind the

Palace is the Barracks and Guard

Room. it-is a large building and

capable of housing 500 men with

ease. To the northward stands
the Church built like a barn. 1t has

a low steeple for the bells. On the

inside it is well adorned with pic-

tures,images, etc. On the S.E.

and-near the church is the free

schootwhich has a spire and here
the alarm bell is hung, also the
sohool bell. The scholars never

leave the house, but ic go 1o

church.

The houses of the Officers zre
near~ the Palace on the WMiain
Streer and are all bwo slones
high; but they make nc other use
o1 the lower apariments cther
than to keep caitig in tham.

In 1803, the Marianas hac 822
residential structures, distnbuted as
‘ollows: Barrio Santa Cruz. 366
nouses: Pueblo Amigua, 43 houses;
Pueblo Asan, 55 houses; Puedlc
Tepungan, 53 houses; Puebo
Apungnan, 5 houses; FPueblo
Mongmong, 14 houses; Pueblo Sina-
jana, 54 houses, Pueblo AGGt o2
houses:  Villa Umatac, 53 nouses;
Puebio Merizo, €0 houses; Puebic In-
arajan, 34 houses: Pueblo Pago, 35
houses; and Pablociorese Recia, 82
houses. :

pummm————_l

{Tarras -ocks: ~as namad after jum J
n *817, Juo ‘Yor <oizebue of th

Russian Mavy vsitad Guam and. found
he Vice Governor, Don Luis Torres, 1C
ne a most amable man and most in-
‘eresting oecause of nis knowledge of]
-ne Carolimans. CThamisso, the
jaturafist of Xotzebue's expediuon,
-aiated that he was sound quickly 2nd
ntimately in friendship o Don tuis
rorres. rle thought of aim with the
yr2atest  affection and - true
gratefuiness. Don Luis nad learned they
sustoms and habits, history and tal

ni the lovely inhabitants of Ulle. He
nad their most experienced seaman
with whom he had a famihar relation-
shio draw for him a map of their neptu-
man world, and had kept an uninter-
iupted communication with his friends
through their- trading fteet from
i.amurek which came to Guam every
year. Chamisso wrote that Don Luis

l

Torres opened 10 him the treasury of

his knowledge, and spoke lovingly of

his hospitable friends and their people,=
for wHom he acquired the greatest!
regard. Chamisso’s time in Agana was |
spent in instructive and hearty conver- :
sation with the obiiging Don Luis Tor-

' rag 'who served as his chief infarmant ¢

For many years, Torres was second

in rank - to the Governor of the

Marianas. He served, as had his father, | had “given proof-of his>dexterity in
as Captain del Campo {Mayor of the | s earing a proa: For-tis.2xaminatian, a.
town), a position with. more POWET|.me \was chosen. when the sea-'was -

than that possessed by the Guber-

| nadillo, established afterwards in its

stead. His career as the Sergeant Ma-
jor covered 30 years. Faralion de Torres

)

far alt the information which he record-
2d. In commenting on his language !
study, Chamisso reported ihat Don |
t uis stated that in the Viariana and Ulle |
languages there is no dec'ension, that :
the words of the Marana ianguage |
were not taken from ine Vocabulano
Je la Lengua Mariana, but written fronr -
ais orthography, from his pronuncia-
“1on.

Fraycinet, who wsited Guam in
{818, noted thar Don Luis informed
vum that in all the villages of the
Caroliné islands, there were schools of
aawigation, under the direction of the
most skilfui pilots: and that no Caroh-
nrans was allowed to marry, unpi he |

-ather high; the candidate.was placed
on board and 'there--surrounded oy -
;eeis and i the "midst "of foaming
waters, he had 0 make Yus proa sai 2
serta.n distancer without allowing its-
azlancer to wouch the waves.

Kotzeoue, during his visit to Guam,
dJescribad Agzna zs a village situated:.
pn a heauuful nlawm, some. hundred-;
yaces ‘rom the shore; 1o the right angt~
aft were fine palm groves; v the
south, 3 high. mountain- formad the
nackground:  from. its summit, hung
inreading. trees, which shaded a part
af the town, and gave it.a picluresguess
appearance. Aninconsiderablestream,
which flowed through the town, sup- |
plied the inhzbitants with water.” 7 < 4

At this time, tha clergy. consisted of
'wo prests who were: natives=of thes
Philippines. . otzebue observed- that
after a certzin tme, generally every 20
yeare avioent storm would rise o the |




S.W., which caused the sea to run so
high that the town would be submerg-
ad, and the inhabitants were obliged to
seek refuge in the mountains. Only the
stone houses were abie to resist the
fury of the water; the bamboo struc-
tures would all be destroyed. Two for-
rresses of coral stone defended the
-own; on2 of them lay on the shore,
sut had no guns: the ather lay to the
wast behind the town on a hill, had a
few guns, and served to restore lran-
audity in case of a riot, but they had no
powder A

A urtle over a year afiar Kotzebue's
sisit, Louis de Sreycinet, Commanding
ihe Srench Corvette "'Urainie,” arnived
a: Jmatac, and was met by Governor
Meadinilla and Major Luis Torres, his
Sargeant Major.

Sreycinet’s wif2 Rose, who accom-
named her husband an nis vayage of
Jiscovery, had a-lot to say about their
7 s:t on Guam. Wnen Frayzinet and his
afficars wen: io nay ineir official cail on
h2 Governor, he askad them 3l 1o
2tarn 10 clinner with im, adding very
y-aciously that irom now anwargls he
wshad hese jeniemen o disregard

11 tzremony and 'ook gon nis Mouse

13 ‘ner own. The @b was set and
savered anith ruits and "ght pastries.
n “n2 m.ddle af whizn -vas dlaced 2 oig
Goa of punch. Seeing this service.
s seermed strange o them, they
snspected :hat it was a ‘asi-day on
Guam, and what surprised them 'was
tnat the repast, which iney ook o be
dinner. was eaten standing. However,
as nne must conform to the customs of
the country where one 1s, Li. Freycinet
thought only of using what was in
frant of him to satisfy his usual good
appetite. But soon, another surprise!
The table, thus emptied, was once
nore cobered with ail sorts of food ar-
ranged in a thousand ways — in fact, a

preceded it was called a refresco, and
was meant only to create an appetite.
The Governor gave anather dinner,
inviting fifty of the principal officials of
the island. ** ‘Mon dieu!’ What a ban-

quet!” exclaimed Freycinet who in-
dicated that somatody claimed to have
counted 44 plates of food at each ser-
vice, of which there were three. The
same observer said that the dinner had
cost the lives of two bullocks and three
large oigs, not to speak of the smaller
inhabitants of the jungle, the poultry-
vard, and ihe sea.

Doubtless, tneir most thought that
people who nad for a long time suf-
fered the privations of a sea-voyage
should be treated with profusion. The
dassert was no less abundant, nor less
vaned, and oefore long. it was follow-
2d by tea, coffee, cream, and liquars of
avery kind; and as the refresco nad
been served an'y an hour before, n ac-
sordance with nustom, one can =2asily
anderstand that the most ntrepid
gastronome ~ould have nad only to
regret the ‘nsufficient capacity =f his
stomach. Midme “reycinet described
Agana s a seitlement of small nouses
aimost all of wood, matting. and”
straw. and 20ilt on piles on a very ‘ow
plain ciose 0 ne sea. There were 2
few .mportant Juldings such as the
aJrison, the government store and the |
College of Si. Juan de Lerron’ tha an-
zient Jesuit convent and the bovs
schools, very wisely placed at :ha far
end of the town from the one where
the house ‘s that serves as a school for
giris.  She contnued with the
abservation ‘har in Agana, there were
"o gardens, no irees except for a few
near ~he shore, no lawns, and no
ilowers except those on the trees. Of
the usual plants one found onians,

purslane, and tomatoes, and :hey!
come from the «nuntrv whara the

JROTY TP TR PO T N N T R S

But if the edible products of- thei

" Marianas seem small, the islands were

covered with trees and roots, all con-
taining a nutritious substance that,-
almost without work except for the:
trouble of gathering it, provided the in-
habitants with an .abundance of
wholesome f{ood. What resources:
thera were in the delicious fruit of the
breadfruit tree. Plentiful fish from the
maost fish-infested sea in th2 world
deer, oxen, and wild pig were to be
had for the hunting.

Freycinet frequently talked with the
Governor and Major Luis Torres to ob-4
tain from them information on the-
islands, and what concerned the
sciences. The Major was a great
resource for fFreycinet. He had good
(udgment. 3 wondarful memory, and a
iking for observauon. He devoted
himself” to researcn Into the ancientt
state of these ‘siands and their first in
habttants. According 1o Mdme. Roset
Freycinet, Major s Torres -wifa ana
mother were the oniy woman iy Agana
availabte for acquaintance. “Wa have
boin made some visits ‘0 =ach other
put as these adies speak no mora
rranch than ’ do Spamsh, ~e darived
little mutual oleasure 'n meesiing.” She-
nosarved that :n Agana inere was aj
royal college and several secondaryi
schools. The onneipal of the coilege’
recawved six Dascs a nonth, or a shirt, .
and us allowance of prowsions. The?
master of the secondary schooi, who:
implicitly followed the precests of hrs1
superior, received anly two pesos. 4

Rose “reycinet further reported that,
“There is no country in the world
where sons pay imore respects to their
fathers. Age does not free them from!
obedence, and menrof forty trembie ati
a mere reprimand frormn their father.:
They never mention their father's}

e



dances were

name without the prefix of senor, and
a slight inclination of the head.”

From the moment of their arrival, ;
Freycinet and his men were over-
whelmed by the friendliness and
generosity of the inhabitants. They ;
soon learned, however, that the
generous giving of gifts was an ancient }
custom that imposed certain obliga-

tions upon the recipient. Concerning
this practice, Arago wrote that, "“the
inhabitants were in general mild, and
confiding in their behavior towards
foreigners; but they liked to be treated
familiarly. You could not give them a
greater pleasure than by addressing

them in the easy language of friend- ;
ship...If you accepted a gift, gratitude i

required you to acquit yvourself ot the
obligation, and, according to custom, ;
you had to offer something of at least
double the value of the object which
you received.”

Mdme Rose Freycinet was astonish-
ed not to see a single shop in the town,
because everything that was brought

from Manila was put in the govern-!

ment stare. From there the inhabitants

$
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were furnished the objects they needed. |

As there were no factories for making
clothing, everything was imported
from Manila, and very little was need-
ed. A short blouse and trousers of
knee-length, and a big knife for the
men, a simple biouse and one gaudy
petticoat for the women, no shoes or
stockings for either —was the universal
dress. .

Cne woman was distinguished from

annther only by the rings and gold {

bracelets worn by the most elegant;
some had slippers and sometimes their
camisole was a little finer, but there
were few who carried luxury so far.
One evening, the Freycinet party
vitnessed a spectacle in the presenta-
tion of dances formerly practiced in
Mexico, and of which, every figure
depicted an historical episode of. that
country, . T laok= .t haden i
The beginning of the festivities was

the ringing of church: bells. Four
soldiers, accompanied by a drummer,
went through the streets on a tour of
Inspection, making certain that the
streets, as well as houses and yards,
were clean. The front of the palace
was draped with flags. On the balcony
was a large portrait of the king, to
which all the people respectfully took
off their hats. in the evening, public

Espana. J
The dances that were performed in-

dicate that, as early as 1819, the rusic ./

and dances of the ancient Chamorros

Ty T

1y

heid in the Plaza de

This was a public display, watched
by de Freycinet's party from a covered
gallery running all round the palace
apartments and overlooking a large
space It for the occasion by torches
and lamps. |t was on this terrace, unlit,
that on Good Friday they had spent
several hours of ‘the most beautiful
night in the world” watching a full
eclipse of the moon. The actors in the
Sunday dances were Agana's school
boys: the costumes, of richly orna-
mented silk, had been brought from
New Spain by the Jesuits long years
before and were very carefully preserv-
ed.

The chief figure enacted the part of
the Emperor Montezuma; crowned,
gorgeously apparelled, carrying his -
gold-topped sceptre and a huge
feather fan, he led his two pages and
twelve othar dancers through intricate

evolutions executed with great-gravity .

to the music of flutes and tambourines
and the clapping of wooden sticks.
Presumably, the Emperor was anngun-
cing to his subjects the arrival of Cortes
and his men. The fierce battle-dance
that followed depicted Mexican
resistance. Montezuma's acceptance
of the invaders from Spain was the
final act. Freycinet and his wife marvet-
ed at the dancers’ skiil and enjoyed the
capers of the two white-masked-

clowns that off-set the solemnity of the
performance, laying about them with
their wooden swords and drawing
shrieks of laughter from those looking
on.

The Mexican acts over, the audience
was treated to a Spanish dance called
el palo vestido y desnudo —the most
dressed and undressed. The viewers
described in detail, as something quite
new to them; the Maypole dance of
tradition, with its gaiety and the
plaiting and unplaiting of coloured rib-
bons, seemingly as unfamiliar to the
French visitors as the ballets portraying
Montezuma and his fall. Freycinet

found in them a.very pronounced {

resemblance to leis olivettos of Pro-
vence, France, the traditiona! dances
of the clive harvest, in use long befora
the conguest of Mexico, handed down
from Juhus Ceasar’s time.

Arago was impressed by the fact
that the Chamorros, in spite of their
difficult lives, did a great dea! of sing-
Ing. Music was one of the most

H
1
'
i
|
1
§
3
1

i 1_,_.cv.gg.ragniL':_ such as the asrival of ‘the ship. |

agreeable amusements of the in-
habitants. He said, “'They sing the mo-
ment they awake, they sing during the
hours of rest, and they:fall 2sleep sing~
ing.” The couplets were always com-
‘posed -in honor. of some saint of
Paradise; or to celebrate some .great

!

i Our coming awoke the slumberir
muse of the poet of the place; and w
often heard songs,. related to o
voyage, and to some persons of
expedition; and which, if they did n
indicate talent, were at least ¢
evidence of satire, ‘

Major Luis Torres, the Cure, Dt
Ciriaco, "and the Director of the Ct
irge, Don-Justo de la Cruz, saw ti
Captain and crew of the Uraine off ¢
their departure from Guam. Jacqus
Arago, the artist of the Freycinet ¢
pedition,. commented that Major Lu
Torres was the only individual wi'
whom-you could venture to have a-li
tle conversation. He said Don Lu
assured them-that the natives of ali 1
rarcunes believe in a deluge, and |
one God in three persons—the Fathe
the Son, and the Grandson.

Dumont D'Urvilie, who visited Guas
in 1828 as- Commander of 1t
"Astrolobe;”” reportad that Major Lu
Torres, received them cordially.

Don Luis owned the Orote Pennir
su_Ia. acquired under the Spanish Enct
miendas system, and built the wall
mansonry across its neck at Apr:
Father Jose Palomo, his grandson, in
letter to Safford in 1800, wrote tha
“the Sergeant Major {Don- Luis) ha
built the stone wall across the neck ¢
the Penninsula to serve not only as
boundary of the property, but as a
enclosure-for his animals.”” He furth:
wrote that a-''disreputable Governc
seized the: land because my granc
father having the pride -of his famin
did not yield 1o the whims of th
despot.’”:, g Jes sl el

Although most of the land in Guar
| remained in the hands of the Chamo
r0s, a substantial amount became cor
centrated " in _the- hands -of about
dozen wealthy.and powerful extende
families, mainly -descendants- of th
Chamauri, or.-Chamorro nobility wh
married ~ Spaniards. - Your ear!
Spanish-Chamorro ancestors were th
recipients .of such. grants, some- ¢
i-whose-derivatives; stilF held-such lzn

through 1862:

J

Maijor Luis Torres was mentioned i
aMay 2, 1828 report describing the ter
ntorial military force which "“consistec
of 160 men divided into three com
panies. - Don~ Luis  Torres.: Sergean
Mayor; 3 Captains (12 pesos a monti}
3 heuienanis {10 pesos a moninj, 3en
i signs { 8 pesos a month), 9 sergeant:
1 (6 pesos.a month), 3 corporals, and the
; rest privates. _Neither - officers no
soldiers: ever touch their pay, whicl
goes for objects brought from Manik:
. and:sold by 1he Governar at his:aver
- price T E RTINS s

B et
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On Februzry<20; 1834, “Major Eui
Torren requestedt retirement becaus:
of hizasvancadage. . .-
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By PAUL B. SOUDER

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy,
and Hannah:
My last letter, covering the yoars
1788 through 1820, gave you glimp-
ses of the lifestyle of Sergeant Ma-+
jor Don Luis Torrss,. as wall as
cbservations of life on Guam, as
seen through the ayes of visitors
who spent sometime on the island
during that period.. -
Most of your great, great, great,
great grandfathers-and their wives
lived on the same isiand, and may
have bsen close friends; but pro-
bably never>imaginsd that their
future-grandchildrsn would share
thair bloodlines. Today, | will detail

Don Luis de Torres {born 1795) was
your great, great, great, great grand- -
father, the namesake- and: son of
Sergeant Major Luis de Torres. He alsos
served as the island administrator, and
as Secretary ‘to the Governor. Hisi
‘sister, Rita, was a lady of piety, educa-
tion and kindness of heart, according
to Padre Jose Palomo, her son, who
described her as a woman superior to-
.many Spanish ladies, who reared him™ °
with aniron rod in one hand, a cake in
the other. Every morning at four
o'clock, she awoke and took him to-
church; and before going to bed, she
taught him to say the rosary or some-
novena and night prayers. She never
repeated a request, for she expected,
obedience at once and allowed him to:
‘go-to but certain houses and to’
associate with but few relatives. She+

what is known about them and
other personalities and events
which touched- their lives. The
geneclogical chart will give you a
good picture of these ralation-

ships.

A number of your early-ancestors
appeared to engage i activities which
resemble the thermne of soap operas 0-
day, behaving in a fashion which may
not have been approved even then, but
they were obviously very active human
beings, usually well educatad, fived life ;
with gusto, enjoying their tenure on
earth to the fullest. They were proud,
cared well for their childran, were ac-
tive participants i community affairs,
and enjoyed the lifestyle they
developed, despite conditions which
prevailed during the era in which they
lived. * - -

Your direct Chamorro-Spanish
ancestors, with a sprinkling of Scotch,

Mexican, and Filipino contributions,
consisted of about a dozen intermarry- '
ing Spanish-Chamorro -families. who
formed a wealthy and powerful-group

cultivating a Spanish Catholic-tradi-
tion. Each family controlled a relatively
large amount of land, the largest of
which, however, was probably not
more than 1,500 hectares. They lived in:
Spanish adobe houses with tile roofs,
and did not engage in manual work,
but hired laborers and servants to
cultivate their lands. Tney were firm
supporters of the Catholic Church and
were - on excellent terms with the
padres. They held the official positions
and mingled with the Spanish ad-
ministrators. They kept aloof from any
of the istand people, and some had
their children-taught by private tutors.
These young people were raised strict=
ly, and. their marriages were usually
restrictecd-tamembers of their group....

(;{

frequently received holy communion,
and was so charitable that the peopla
‘wera ready to fulfil her desires as
, though it were the order of the church.:
She knew Spanish, English, and some
'French, was able to figure and make
mental- calculations. She understood
the sea, tides, and she was skilled in all
household tasks. She wove aggag
from coconut leaves. She married
Silvestre inocencic Rodriguez Palomo,
who arrived on the vessel Maria, v/hich*
left July -25, 1829 from- Manila.
Palomo’s parents- came- from Spain;
and moved to Mexico where Silvestre:
was born. 3 Al :
Administrative- control of Guam in.
1828 had shifted from Mexico to the
Philippines, and the annual grant fci:
supporting the insular govarnment was;
reduced- fronr~about=20,000 10 8,C
nesas. At the time of the change, .
Spaniards on the isiand censisted of ¢
*he gnvernor, the Sargento-Mayor,
minor officials 2nd their families, and a
:Jarrisan jorce composad of three com-
oanies of fifty men each: - . ‘
in 1828, Guam's estimated 5,9203
residents lived.in the Barrio of Santa-
Cruz, San lgnacio, San Nicolas, San
Ramon, and San-Antonicin Agana,.ir |
the Pueblos of Anigua, Asan,’
Tepungan, Mongmong, and Sinajana,
in the Partidas of Agat, Merizo, Inara-..
ian. Pago, and the village of Umatac.
in 1831, Den Francisco Villalohes |
was appointed Governor of Guam. He
served in thart:capacity for six years.s
and i ‘thexlong list= oF Spagiste
gentlemen who served as governors of’
Guam, his name stands out as that of ;
one who:was dedicated.to improvingy
the lot of its:people.:Onea of his morey
outstanding acts was-rejection- of thed
order from the captain:general to: col=
lectimport duties fronvincoming ships.~
He believed-that.the cost.ofcollectingy
thesa- feessswould faroutweigh . they
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amount collected, and he argued that,
surrounded by a tariff barrier, Guam
would be where it had always been, a
by-passed and neglected outpost.
When he departed for the Philippines
at the close of his assignment, the peo-
ple were sorry to see him go.

Don Luis Cruz de Torres, together
with his brother-in-law Don Silvestre
Palomo and his sister Rita, obtained a |
new grant to the QOrote Penninsula in
1855, and repaired the walls built by !
their father Don Luis Torres, Sr., to .
protect their cattle, horses and swine.
However, another . Governor
disnossessed. them of the Penninsula,
giving as a reason for his decision the
excuse that agriculture was preferred
to tha breeding of animals. ;

The smalipox epidemic of 1856 took
the lives of both Rita and Silvestre. The
wife of Don Luis Cruz de Torres gave
birth to a son, Jose de Torres in 1815,
your great, greai, great grandfather.
He was the administrator of Pago and
a sub-Lisutenant, hanored for his oart
in downing the Philippine Insurreciion
on Guam in 1851. Don. Jose married
Vicenta Palomo Diaz {born 1820}. They
had eight children. The oldest, Fran-
cisco {born 1852} was your great, great
grandfather,

Don Francisco Diaz de Torres mar- -
ried Juaquina Crisostomo Martinez.
Tney had six children, one of whom
was Don Jose Martinez de Torres

| more so when he heard that they were

Don lgnacio Martinez, another of
your great, great, great, great grand-
fathers, was a Lieutenant of Artillery
and Deputy of the Governor in 1817,

according to Kotzeoue who met him
on his arrival in 1821, Don Ignacio,
who did not recognize the Russian
flag, inquired as to what nation
Kotzebue belonged. He was astonish-
ed to see Russians before him, but still

making a voyage of discovery, and
showed even double the politeness.
natural to the Spaniards. After he had
written down the name of the ship, he !
took his leave, and hastened to com--
_municate this.important news to the,
Governor.

Don [gnacio was later banished ta
Rota where he was second in the line
of authority, ‘although he. appeared toi
be in command. He had been accused.
of seducing the mistress of his superior
officer on Guam, was seen, and later:
assaulted by individuals who over-
powered him, and were about to kill
him, when the man with the seduced
mistress came forward and said “let
him alone, he is dead,” and had his
battared body delivered to his wife and
children. Don Ignacio did not die at the
time, but was killed along with Don
Justo deta Cruz on May 16, 1829,

Don Ciriaco de Espiritu Santo, a
Filipino diocesean priest, another of
your great, great, great, great grand-

i
|

{born 1882), your great grandfather.
Don Francisco, was the only man prac-
ticing medicine in Guam during the [
time intervening between the removal
of the Spanish Garrison and the arrival
of the American Governor. and. Naval
Administration. In 1938, Governor
James T. Alexander named the|
Barrigada-Dededo Road “’Dr. Fran-
cisco Torres Road.” Don Francisco
was an accomplished pianist, and
played only classical- music. All his !
childran played the piano; but only his
son  Jose was considered an
outstanding pianist and: composer.
Dan Francisco was educated in Manila,

o

i

fathers, was a Tagalog by birth, *‘not
handsome, and skin quite dark,"” ac-
cording to what Don Jose Herrero

. reported in 19C0. He was presumed to

have come from Cebu in the Philip-
pines. ' !

Jacques Arago, an artist with the'
Freycinet expadition in 1818, mention- |
ed Padre Ciriaco in his accaunt which |

{ would indicate he probably arrived on | place in the South Pacific.

Guam .sometime after 1800. Con
Cirlaco -was an energetic-man, in-
terested in the island’s welfare; Safford |
reported that, "in the village of Agat, '
in consequence of the zeal and in-

e S e 5 g

Agana, were the ruins of a
house. The stona steps were in place. ;
although ane end had fallen;, and 3 )
nyan tree:spread its snake-like rogg
over it. This was the country house- gf+
Padre Ciriaco, where he often wemns
and recreated with - Governord
Villalobos. Ciriaca was devoted to his|
children for all of whom he provideds:
well..."” He was liked and respected bys
all the Governors,” accowdingto Domr
Jose Herrero in conversations withe
Safford. Padre Ciriaco bapuzed Fathen
Jose Palomo'y Torres.on October 234
1836, while serving as the curate oft
Agat. He died January 21, 1849. thel
Priest of Rota, who on account of.hisg
advanced age and feeble: health, hady
been permitted by the Govemment.taj
reside in Agana.. Pt iy
Madame Freycinst was intrigued bv%
Padre Ciriaco’s attire when she visited.
Guam in 1817. In a letter home, shej
wrote, “the cure of Guam wears taf-}
feta trousers striped in blue and white=
beneath his black silk soutane.” ;
In 1815, the last galieon sailed froms
Acapulco to tha Philippines. By 1823,
British whalers began to stop at Guam.’
These ships which made the fong trip.
around the Cape of Good Hope, intes—
rupted their cruise- by stopping at thes
only island in the North Pacific where,
the whalers could give their men somes
rest and take on water, wood, pigs, get.
fresh provisions, and prepare for a new
criiise. An average of €0 vessels per:
year at 600 pesos a vessel produced an
estimated 40,000 pesos annual income
for the island. For whale hunting, the
year was usually divided into nwo
cruises. One,. beginning in April andi
ending in September, was confined to«
the North Pacific ragion. Ths other,
between November and March, took

]
At the end of each cruise, thet
whalers rested for a month or more ak
Apra Harbor and Umatac.. R
In October 1824, Captaim Johnt
Stavers of the whaling frigate-""Co}

and he received his medical diploma in| dustry of the- Parish priest, Padre guewta” had trouble with Governom
that city. Donna Joaquina, your great, | Ciriaco, there has been a great increase  Ganga Herrero, who. ordered that thes

great
woman, strict with her children, who |
lived with her son Juan's family after
the death of your great, great grand- |
father, who died at the age of 45, after |
an influenza epidemic in which he
overexerted himself in the care of his
pati=nts,

All Torres families during this era liv-
edin Agana in the San Ignacio district.
Most of their homes were constructed
by Don Luis -Torres or his children,
whose heirs. occupied these homes.
The: Torres-Calve. house, and that
belonging touulia Martinez, arethe sole
remainders of the- 19th Century Torres
homes iiy. Agana.-Orte- which-partially
surviyecf the: war was located where
Pedro’s Plaza now stands. -

and Governor Villalobas were intimate
friends. Ciriaco was a very thrifty:
man."’” Padre Ciriaco was also respoensi-
ble for the construction of dikes in the
Agana swamp.

His housekeeper (ama de llaves)

1
!

was Juana Crisostomo or as’ the:

islanders called her “Juanan Chano.’
Although unmarried, she had six:
chiidren, Their daughter, Rosa.
Crisostomo {born 1840), married Don
Jose Pangelinan Martinez: your great,
great, great grandfather..Padre Ciriaco:
built her a stone house with a tile roof
in San Ramon, Agana, at the base of
the hill.. Safford said .that, 2’'Not: far
from the village of Sinajana.. in a low

place:to the right of the road from:
PA%%

grandmother was a proud in the piantations of rice. Padre Ciriaco ' Captain -be arrested and orougns]

befpre him dead or aliver Staversy
resisiad arrast, recewed Injuriess 3nck
died. - ;
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Those held responsible for his death

Anderson later married Josefa Cruz,

included Governor Ganga Herrero, -and they had six children, one of

Captain Don Justo de la Cruz, Corporal :
Don Benancio Perez, Lisutenant Don !
Jose Castro, and Demetrio de Castro, -
a discharged soldier. After the death of 4
Stavers, Corporal Perez slept.im.the |
Palzce. ey :

Former Governor Don Jdose Ganga |
Herrero, and the Castros, were im- |
prisoned, while Don Justo and Benan-
cio Perez were suspended from duty
and their possessions seized to await .
action of the authorities.

Governor Villalobos was very
disturbed by the action taken against
Don Justo, and felt the accusations
were unfounded, as was the casel
against Benancio Perez, 2 man witin
eight children and a wife. The seizureq
of his property reduced them to ab-
Solute poverty. Benancio was another
of your great, great, great, great
grandfathers. W = i

Governor Don Jose Ganga Hemero,
who administered the affairs of the
island from May 1823 io August 18286,
was very popular with Guam’s citizens. !
During his term of office, islanders=
were permitted to trade at will with:
visiting ships. His successor, Medinilla
y Pineda, on the other hand, was
universally disliked. He monopolized all
commerce and forbade the Chamorros
evan to board vessels in port. John
Anderson, a Scotsman, and another of
your great, great, great, great grand-
fathers, was Captain of the Port. He
came to Guam on March 17, 1819 on
the French Corvetta '"Uranie.” He had
served temporarily on the “’Uranie’” as
Chief Quartermaster, and was allowed".
to remain on Guam at his own request.

. Dumont D'Urville, in command of the
“Astrolobe,” - visited Guam in May
1828, and described him “as a fine
lcoking man, well behaved, and speak-
ing French pretty well.” As Captain of!
the Port, he told-d'Urville that Medinilla-
on his last return from Manila had
brought back 80,000 pesos worth of
goods for sale and prohibited competi-
tion. Anderson commented on the lack
of enterprise and progress on the
island and ascribed it to the absurd
laws and disheartening monopoly. He
noted that the Governor received mo- .
riey annually for the salaries of the of-:
ficials, which he-sent back, giving|
themn instead inferior goods at prices !
fixed by himself. The inhabitants suf-
fered less than the officials, for they!
never had money to lose and were re-
quired only to supply the colonists with
food. , |

whom, Dolores, married Felix: Olivares
Calvo, one of your great, great, great
grandfathers,

In 1848, Governor Don Pablo Perez~
forwarded a petition of John Anderson -
asking that he be paid a salary for his
services as interpreter and translator of ¢
English and French when the govern-
ment required such service. As Captain
of the port, he acted as pilot for bring-
ing ships into and out of the harbor,
and received a fee of 10 pesos per year :
from the Navy fund. He was attentive -
to his duties, and his conduct was ;
good, except when there was reunion
of his fallow countrymen — Captains
of ships arriving at port — on which .
occasions, like a good Englishman, he '
got drunk; but apart from this there
was nothing to be said against him. He |
had no permit of naturalization. 5

An extract from the log of the ’Emily-
Morgan’® of New Bedford, ;
Massachusetts, Captain Ewer (1849-
1854), gives a most interesting account }
in Captain Anderson’s own words of E
an attempt to take over the island
several years before, "The Captain and
a few more English residents contrived
a plan to make themselves possessors
of the island. They secrétly worked,
stap by step, at the same time in-
sinuating themselves into the good
graces of the Governor. Their plans
worked to charm, and when they were *
fully matured, they quietly took i
possassion of the Palace, the Governor !
having been made, as Captain Ander-
son expressed it, “’as drunk as a boiled
owl.” As they now had possession of
all the arms and ammunition, it was an
easy matter to subdue the inhabitants,
which they did in short order, without
loss of life on either side, covering
themselves with glory. As a matter of
course, the new lords and master must
have a glorious jollification over the af-
fair, and at the same time agree on a
governor. This latter, however, proved
no easy task, as all were equally anx-
ious to "'serve *heir country” in being
the chief dignitary of the island. After
consulting and debating some hours,
and finding they were no nearer a deci-
sion than at first, they decided to hava |
a spree, and whoever should remain
sober the longest, and see the others 1
all laid out, should be the honorable
govarnor, Accordingly, at it they went, |
bottle after bottle disappeared, one by |
one they voluntarily relinguishad their
seats and quietly rolled under the tabie: °

é
H
'
3
v

)

After a short time, no one remained in..
his seat but Captain Anderson, and he;
feeling elated at his success, drank a.
few bumpers to Captain Anderson, the-
future Governor of the distinguished i
island of Guam. But, as he said, "hes
was born under an unlucky star.” Soit?
nroved, as the bumpers he drark 1o his-
own good heaith keeled him over, and:
he took his place among his cormrades..

. Tha Spaniards, who had been wat—

ching these proceedings with no smalk’
degree of interest, seeing how mattersi
stood, and the would-be' Governoras
gloriously drunk, very adroitly bound:
them hand and foot. The dethroned:
governor was, of course, immediately.
reinstated, and the next day theseno=
ble spirits were arraigned. for trial.. Bee
ing convicted of treason;. they wered
sentenced to be placed on a raft, takers
out to sea, and then cast loose, leaving”
themn at thermercy of the winds and-
waves. This was accordingly done;
and after drifting several days, they
were safely landed on the island of Ti--
nian. Here they resided some time.
Finally "expressing their sorrcw for

f what they had done, the governor par--
: doned them, and permitied them io!
? make Guam their future residence; on

Rl b P

swearing allegiance to the government
and promising to be true and- loyal
citizens."

Don Felix Calvo y Noriega, the last
of vour great,” great, great, great
grandfathers, came from Castilla La
Vigja in Spain. He married Dona Maria
Dlivares, a Spanish serarita, wha lived
in Manila. He was decorated for
distinguished service during the upris-
ing in Manila in 1B23. He was a Cavalier
of the Order of the Grand Croess of San
Hermegildo. After many y=ars of
distinguished service in the Philippines,
he came to Guam in 1829 as Minister of
the Royal Treasury of the Marianas, ar-
riving on the vessel "Maria’ along with
Jose Martinez and Silvestre Inocencio
Palomo. ;

Don Gregorio de Santa Maria, in-
augurated Governor of Guam on Oc-
tobar 1, 1843, was. .stricken wiih
apoplexy Aprit 4, 1848, and three days
afterward, Don Felix Calvo, - Ad-
ministrator or Treasurer and Paymaster
of the Islands, took charge-of ihe
Government, and conducted it for five
months. On September 8, 1838, Dor
Pablo Perez refieved Don Felix Cafvo ac
Governor. Don Felix served ss the
Istand’s Treasurer from T829 untit his
death in 1866, except during his t=rm
as acting govermor. :



Great power was concentrated in
the hands of the-island’s treasurer. He
was in charge- of the collection and
distribution of funds, the nomination-
of government employees,- control’
over public works, regulation of
politics, and the distribution of land.
Roval estates were divided among the
lacal inhabitants. To encourage the
growth of industry, the governars were
forbidden to engage in trade.

After 1828, commerce in the
Marianas was, in theory at least, free
and uncontrolled. In reality, however,
contral meraly passed from the gover-

——— e Ynyna

nor to the treasurer. The two officials
then worked together to maintain the
government monapoly: Since-a vesseb .
had to be chartered each year to bring
funds from Manila, it was thought ad-
visable to bring in goods and supplies
at the same time. These goads, bought |
by the treasurer with government

funds, were sold to the people through |

the govarnment store. In this way the
treasurer became a business. agent for
the governor.-Since all goods brought
to the island came in government-
chartered ships, no individuals: could
procure goods with which to compete |
with the government store. Thus, the
development of trade and industry was
retarded and the government moncpo-
ly was maintained.

Don Feiix and Dona Maria had nine
children, one of whorn was your great,
great, great grandfather, Felix Olivares
Calve, who was born. in 1825. He
returned to Spain as a young man, was,

educated in the Umted States return- 3
ed to Guarn, and married Dolores Cruz Cag;?;_n i 93
Anderson. Your great, great grand- Secretary to the ST et
father, Felix Anderson Calvo, wasbormn  governor 108
in 1848. He married Juana Cruz Perez, ' Financial administrator for
and was serving as the Mayor of Rota the royal palace 8008
when Guam was seized by the United \Warehouse supervisor 120,
States. ' Young man {mozo
In 1839, the salaries of government  foginante) =, AT 30
employees were generally far from pgaster of Arms 24
adequate as s evident from the attach-, An alcalde admmlstrator i :
ed listing: % : | of Tinian @ sl el
. 12 Pesos per month e
and 12 young assistants =g
_ ‘ 27 @1 Pesopermonth-- -
A military and political governor, - %“{g' ?;Oaﬂg R " ag
namec for 6 vyears, pasd annual—* An alcalde of Rota - e
ly...1,800 Pesos Sk -1 @ 12 Pesos per month e
Price of boats for visiting the various | and2youngmen . — .¢ tzoenovecn
islands of the archlpelago.. 500 Pesos * @ 10 Pesos per month. . 1o . i
| £ | For thesickang: e RRORY
| LR Pﬁm‘ retirement . 250
© 2,300 For miscellaneous expenses, :
A sergeant major 7 purchase of land,
A first adjutant © 7 ¥4 damages,etc. - . L. 200
A second adjutant 1201 il Y '
A captain 168
ﬁlieutenalnt 120 GRAND TOTAL, PESOS 8.030.
second lisutenant 188/ Note: 2 pescs were e uwa[ent to $1
|A first sergeant U.S. Dollar at the turn qof the Century
| Threa second sergeants {1900).
@ 72 Pesos ea. 216
Twao first corporals
@ B0 Pesosea. 201
Two second corporals
(@ &0 Pesosea. 120!
Two drummers '
@ 48 Pesos ea. ]
44 soldiers ; s i
@ 60 Pesosea. 2,112z
TOTAL FORTHE

MILITARY EMPLOYEES

lole .
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MAGELLAN'S “VICTORIA'. This replica of the Victoria, in which Fardinana Magellan and his crew
landed at Guam on March B, 1521, is said to be the most accurate model in existence. It took G. Gier
Anderson, a local Guam resident, over 15 years to rosearch and censtruet it. It is now on display at

[T W VR T N

the Micronesian Area _Resaarch Center. (Story on Page 54}
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Lastin a series

By PAUL B. SOUDER

- -
Bemeen

—_—— =T
and Hannah:
My last lettar covered the ex-
ploits of some of your earlfer
grandparents, and ths living condi-
tions on island when thsy wers
alive. Today, I will andaavor to give
you a faeling for your recent grand-
parents from the latter part of the
Nintesenth Century through ths

Japanese occupation in the early
fortiss.

Before the arrival of the Amari;:ans

prising citizens of the island to en-
courage the inhabitants to go into
debt, advancing them goods or money
for the use of their families, and for the
payment of funeral expenses and
masses for the dead, in order to
engage in advance as much copra as
possible or to secure labor for their

paid; the employer by managing to
make further advances from time to
time increased rather than diminished
the debt and kept the debtor in con-
| tinuous servitude. A written contract
" was always drawn up before the first

loan would be advanced, by means of

which the debtor promised to work for
his creditor until his indebtedness
should be canceled. For some this
amounted to endless, unremitling
slavery.

On August 10, 1848, Guam was
struck by a devastating typhoon.
About five months later, on January
25, 1849, the island was rocked by a
severe earthquake. Many churches
and several governrnent buildings were
badly damaged.

The last of Guam’s outstanding
Spanisin Governors, Felipa Maria de la

Corte y Ruano Calderon, a captain of |
engineers with the rank of lieutenant 1

coond, Touk over 8s governor of
Guam on May 18, 1855. The chief aim
of his administration was to alleviate
the poverty of the people, which, in
spite of the efforts of previous gover-
nors, had become worse instead of
better. Although he tried hard, an_d had
the respect of the people, the island
did not progress substantially during
his term in office.

During the early part of his tenure as
governor, Don Felipe was confronted
i with a major smallpox epidemic, one
that diminished the already small
population. As of December 31,_1855,
the census showed the population to
be 8,207; 161 were born during the
period, giving a total of 8,388. Three
thousand sixty-three (3463) died f.rom
smallpox, 181 from complications
caused by the epidernju. leaving the

70

) ]

in Guam, it was the practice of enter- |

fields. As a rule, poor wages were '

total population arer tne eprgemic at
4724. Don Felipe was a just and
zealous governor and remained in the
Marianas for the Spanish government
eleven years. Labor, always short on
the island, was especially unavailable
during the latter half of the 19th cen-
tury under the haphazard Spanish oc-
cupation. A form of conscripted labor
relieved part of the problem: a man
either paid a conscription tax which
was spent to hire someone in his
place, or else he devoted a certain
amount of his time to public works,
amounting for about one-third of his
early working days.

Don Jose Martinez Tormes, your
great grandfather, was born in Agana
on October 20, 1882, He received his
early education from his father,
graduated fromr San Juan de Letran
Coliege in Agana during the Spanish
regime, and later attended the local
public schoaol.

His English instructor was Lt. W.E.
Safford. With the assistance- of his
father, he attdined a proficiency in
Spanish. He was an accomplished
composer and pianist.

His father died in 1202 when Jose
was 20, at which time, deprived of
financial backing at home, it was
necessary for him to.hustle for employ-
ment. His first job was a foreman on
road construction; later, he workad in
tha shop of a silversmith. Meanwhile,
he formed plans to get into business
for himself at the first opportunity. He
rented a cance and traveled to the
various villages around the island, in
search of whatever he could buy or
sell. Soon he had establishad a smalt
business in rosaries, church articles,
and various trinkets, many of which he
made, voyaging from time to time to
Sazipan and other islands in the
Marianas. When his abilites as a
salesman had netted him some five
hundred pesos, he established the
Union Trading Company—the first all
local corporation ever formed.- on
Guam. After two prosperous years, he
sold his holdings, and with his wife,
established a retail business in the
district of San Nicolas, Agana, which
later resulted in a chain of thriving
stores. Through hard work and keen
insight of the people's needs, his local
business budded, and by 1912, he was
doing a full-scale import-export trade,
with agents in Manila, China, Japan
and the Uniled States. .

In his endless business endeavors, .
Don Jose built a soap and candle fac-
tory, and made market improvements
in an infant copra industry by con-
structing Guam'’s first copra drying
plant. y -



At the outbreak of the war with
Ja2pan, he was among the group of key
merchandise distributors who were
summoned for a reorganization of
stores to distribute Japanese goods on
a ration basis. His three succeeding
years represented much work and little
reward.

He always held as his main interest
the general prosperity of the island and
the Chamorro people, and was one of
the pioneers of the copra export trade.
He established the first modarn copra
dryer, which resulted in greatly in-
creased production of that important
item of income to prewar istand
residents.,

He was recognized by his contam- |

poraries as a capable leader and ex-
ecutive. He was elected a member of

the First Guam Congress from the San |

Nicolas district in 1917, and was
Associate Justice of the Court of Ap-
pealsin 1934-35 and 1948-45.

Dona Maria Caivo Torres y Perez, |

your great grandmother, was born on
Guam and later married Jose M. Tor-
res. Nana, as she was affectionately
called by her children, grandchildren,
and great grandchildren, was an
energetic support to her husband in all
his endeavors, and managed her
household well. She raised her grand-
daughter Geri, Felix's daughter, with
her daughter Mariquita's assistance,
after Geri's mother's death by the
Japanese, prior to the American inva-
sion in1944. She lived with Geri in their
home in Agana Heights, purchased by
your great grandfather prior to pis

Eo a G

]shut, with a loud noise to awaken the

jturned her back to inattentive prayer-

{taking a morning walk. When the

of her grandchildren, ail of whom lov-
ed her dearly. She and-| got aieng par-
ticularly well. Although | do not speak
Chamorro, and Nana did not speak
English, we found it easy to com-
municate sometimes to the amaze-
ment of other members of the family.

1 Mariquita Caivo Torres, your grand-
2 mother, whom you all call Mama Tita
1except for Eric who calls her Nana, was
{ born on September 4, 1913 in Agana,
i the daughter of Jose Martinez Torres
tand Maria Perez Caivo. She was
feducated by tutors and attended
g private schools, the Collins Scheool and
i

b Lt Dot sabiind

the Guam Institute. As the daughter of
leading merchant and judge, she was
active socially and frequently assisted
her mother and father as a hostess.
Mama Tita is perhans best known for
her devotion to our lady, Santa
iMarian- Camalin. Shrouded by the
mystery of her arrival and engulfed in
local iore, the statue of Santa Maria
Camalin- has for years been venerated
on Guam as the island’s own personal
jreplica of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The most popular belief concerning

her appearance, some 300 years ago, is |-

that the wooden statue, guarded by
two sea crabs holding candles, was
seen floating in the waters near.Merizo
by an old fisherman. He tried to
retrieve it using his net but each time
the statue sank and evaded his attemp-
ts, some say because ths man was
unclothed and was not fit to touch the
Lady in such a fashion. Giving up his
attempts, he reported what he had

witnessed to the Spanish priests, who !
sent soldiers to recaver the statue. The i
soldiers, dressed, succeeded, and the |
wooden image was taken to their bar-
racks, described as a shed or barn,

jhence the name ‘:Our Lady of the Bar-

racks or “Our Lady of the Shed.”
While no miracles have ever been prov-
ed in relation to the statue, there are
many who ascribe many miraculous
feats to the Madonna. When Spanish
soldiers said their nightly prayers,
sometimes sleepy from too much tuba,
the doors of the tabernacle, which en-
cased the statue, would slam tightly

rr——

disrespectful penitents. Others say she

sayers. Also during the Spanish
regime, they told a story of our lady

soldiers gathered for their morning
chapel call, they observed the hem of
her dress spotted with moisture, as if
she had been walking in the dewy
grass. Since those early days, our Lady
has had a variety of other experiences
which continue to enhance her glory.
The statue survived a fall from the
prewar cathedral in Agana, during an
earthquake in 1502, the davastation
brought by the war, a fire, and her

jtheft over ten years ago.

From 1928 to 1941, Mama Tita, a

A
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herself to the yearly task of assisting in

the preparation of the Carosa for the
statue, for the annual processian in
conjunction with the Feast of tha Im-
maculate Concepcion. )
When the Japanese captured Guam
in 1941, they wanted to use the

j Cathedral for government offices, and |

the altar as a stage for entertainment,
where local girls danced the hula and

4 sang. The invaders loved such enter- :

tainment.
After the Japanese deported the

iAmerican priests and the Spanish

Bishop to prison in Japan, Father
Duenas, the senior local priest, was

cluding the statue of our Lady, and all
church records from the Cathedral.
Mama Tita asked her father if they

could store the statues and records in

7\

L

{the Torres ranch. A short time later, a

Japanese Bishop and a Japanesa
priest arrived on Guam to serve the
catholic community. They decided to
move the church records and
documents to St. Anthony's chapel,
located behind that area in Agana now |
known as J & G Auto City. The .
Japanese Bishop, the Japanese priest,
and Father Duenas arrived with two
large trucks to make the move. Your
great grandfather cornplied with their
jrequest. They moved everything but
the throne and the statue of our Bless-
ed Mother, which was upstairs in the
JIn.rmg room, where the family prayed
2ach evening. The Japanese Bishop
jdirected that they give him the statue
and the throne. Your Mama Tita, being
ja strong willed young lady, said no,
that belongs to us. Then the Japanese
jpriest, who had previously served on
Guam, said he had seen the statue and
throne in the Agana Cathedral. Mama
Tita agreed that he may have seen
{them in the Cathedral, becauss the
jchurch borrowed the statue and throne
jevery year for the 8th of December
novena and procession. The Japanese .
clergy questioned Father Duenas, he
looked at your Mama Tita, she looked
at him and he confirmed that the
jstatue and throne belonged to the Tor-
jres family. They did not take the
statue, so Santa Maria Camalin re-
jmained at the Torres ranch until shortly
ibefore the bombing of the island, prior
to the American takeover on Guam.
The Japanese after their arrival did
not like the families of former
Chamorro business leaders, becausa
they knew the fifestyle of such famities
changed completely from what they
were accustomed to under the
American  administration. The
Japaness did pay courtesy calls to
such leaders, sometimes with unusual
iresults. Your great grandfather raceiv-
ed notice of such a contemplated visit

-4to their ranch house. Your uncles and

yaunts taught Nana, your great grand-
jmother, the proper welcoming

i departed,

asked to remove ali the statues, in- i

thought. On the aa;rival of the Japanese
visitors, she bowed gracefuily and told

3 them in Japanese to “'gat the hell out,”

not knowing the meaning of what she
had been taught. They courtaously
fortunately with na il
results.

During the occupation, the family
sometimes lived on a piece of coconut,
because they could find nothing else.
They tried to raise pigs and chickens,
which the Japanese would seize. They
managed to cook small chickens and
vegetables to serve the whole family. If
they made a larger dish, the Japanese
confiscated the meal. g



It was during this period that they
imprisoned. .your great Uncle Felix
{Granpa to Carla, Tommy, and Han-
nah), who they suspected of aiding
Twaed, an American serviceman
hiding out on Guam. Grandpa, or Un-
cle Lele as you know him, had been
gone for over a month. Tle family
thought he had been killed because
they had no word of him. They prayed
nightly for his soul, but there was still
no information regarding his
whereabouts.

One night your great grandfather, an
accomplished pianist and composer,
was visited by the Japanese govermnor's
aidce and Mr. Shincghara, who re-
quested that he play the piano. He was
very sad that evening, and he refusad,
{ not caring what they did to him. The
zide asked why he was so sad. He
replied that somethng had or was go-
ing to happen to his son. He did not
know whether he was dead or alive.
¥ Mr. Shinohara suggested they go
1 down to the jail or see the Japanese
civilian governor. The guard at the jail
said yes, Mr. Felix Torres was there,
and he was to be beheaded at dawn.
The guard was asked if they had any
proof that he was hiding anyone. The
guard did not know. Mr. Shinohara
i calied the Governor and asked if they
3had any proof of his hiding Tweed or
1+ knew of his whareabouts. The Gover-
1 nor replied that they had no proof, but
{ they were going to kill him in the mormn-
ing for they had kept him for a month
already. Their victim had been hung by
his hands for the preceeding week, his
feet not touching the ground, and he
had numerous large bruises. The swell-
1 ing was cracking so thay cut him down
to behead him, but instead, the gover-
nor's aide released him because of in-
1sufficient evidence of guilt. He had no
crawl up to the Maite ranch because he
was so weak from the ordeal. He had
only been given water and stale
biscuits. He reached the ranch in the
morning. His rnother found him passed
jout on the top of the stairs. She called
ihis father and the family. His back was

The Torres’ had little privacy during !
this period. The Japanese would ar- |
rive, go straight into the bedroom or |
bathroom, trusting no one, thinking
they were hiding something.

There were some good Japanese.
Dr. Isota, who knew his countrymen
were losing the war, saved members of
a number of Guam's families. He told
your great grandfather, Don Jose, that
the Japanese soldiers wanted single
girls from good families. He prepared

certificates confirming a diagnosis of

tuberculosis for your Aunt Lina and |

Aunt Cynthia, and a certificate of in-
sanity for Mama Tita. When the
Japanese came to take the eligible
young ladies, ‘the potential recruits
showed their certificates, and the
Japanese rapidly departed, leaving the
girls alone for fear of contagion. Dr.
sota told Mama Tita to wear old
clothes, make herself dirty during the
day, mess up her hair, look them in the
eye, and act mentally deranged, or the .
Japanese might catch on. The fuse
worked, but | regret the certificate for
your Mama Tita was lost after the war.
Guam residents were also required to
wear white cloth dog tags during the
Japanese occupation.

In the waning days of occupation,
the Japanese decided to move the Tor-
res’ out of their ranch, because the
Japanese wanted to use it for a
hospital, since it was close to the air-
field they were building, and was con-
venient to house the wounded. The
family vacated the ranch area when the
American bornbing started. When they
moved, Mama Tita told her father that
she had to take the statue and throns,
and he asked how? The throne was
made of ifil and was very heavy. She
said, we will take it in 2 bull cart. Her
father suggested that they take only
the statue, not the throne. But your
Mama Tita insisted on both the throne
and the statue. She won the argument
and the throne was sent ahead. Her ,
new home in Pado was made only with

| materials they could find, with a tin

[ ]

;}hadty bruised, his shirt in tatters, tha |

{same clothes he had worn for a month.
\When his captors slashed him-on the
§back, the blood oozed out, the shirt
stuck to his body, and they could not
remove it. The family applied diluted
vinegar and water, good for infection,
to remove his clothes. His feet were in
arrible shape. When he regained con-
scinusness, he asked, ‘'Is the Blessed
Mother still here?’” Mama Tita said yes,
and he crawled in and stood in front of
our Lady, and said with feeling,
“Thank, you.” The family knelt,
prayed, and cried at the sight of him.
But he was alive,.™

and coconut frond thatched roof. Thay
took their beds, and bedding to have
something to sleep on. Mama Tita held
the statue an her lap. but the tarrain
was so rugged that she and the statue
were tied together on the cart. They ar-
rived safz and sound.

In the midst of the occupation, the
sense of humer of families, despite
adversity and inhumane treatment,
had its funny moments. Your great Un-
cle, Tom Bordallo, managed to escape
many times, by one ruse or another,
his duty as part of the airport con-
struction crew. He heard one day that

the . Japanese were giving away |

cigarettes to the laborers, so he show-

-t
3
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ed up tor work. Untartunately, he pick-
ed the wrong time. It was the day ihat
each laborer got slapped by their cap~
tor supervisors.

The bombing increased and the
family had 1o build an air raid shelter in
the P2:!o area in which ta live, With the
thoughtful assistance of soma Koreans
the Japanese had imported to work in
airport construction, they cut ceconut
logs, placed them crisscrossed over a
natural depression, covered the whole
with fronds and dirt, leaving a small en-
try hole. It was not pretty,but it pro-
tected them.

But the day finally came when
Mama Tita cculd no longer take the
statue with her. The American trcops
had landed, and the Japanese march-
ed the islanders to Manengon. The
Torres family —like everyone
else—was allowad to bring only a few
items of clothing along. Enroute, Han-
nah, Geri's mother, who resembled a
haole, vsas whipped and beaten by the
Japanese. She called Mama Tiia, gave
her Gert to care for, and died shorily
thereafter. Thay reached Manangon
scmetime later, where Hannah was-
buriad.

The lifestyle of the family was again
subjected to considerable change, and
they lived initially in a pup tent in the
‘ﬁgat refugee camp. Mama- Tita asked
her brother to ask some of the armed
marines, because thers were st}
snipars on the island, to accompany
him to see if the Blessed Mother was

nharmed. At the ranch, they found

er standing on her throne. The piano
jvas broken, and everything else was
shattered because of the shelling and

ombing of th2 nearby airfield. But our
Lady of Camarin stood there untouch-
: d by the ravaass of war. Although all
:of the family jewelry was gone, the
jewelry on the statue was untouched.
She was still wearing her gold crown,
the same neckiace, and the same ross
garrings. Uncle Lele (grandpa) took the
‘statue and throne to his ranch naarby.
{The family moved shortly afterwards
ifrom Agat to hisranch.
| Guam's first postwar church was
‘built of woven Nipa palm in Sinajana,
where a portion of the remaining
‘nopulation were located. The statue of
Jour Lady movad there until the tem-
porary Cathedral was constructad in
Agana.
; Your Mama Tita's devotion to cur
#ady of Camarin has continued to
Wate. In 1949, her brother traveled to
;tha United States, and she requested
zhat he purchase a huge shell as
fbackground for the Statue of cur Lady
ifor future December 8th processions.
He complied. The shell vwas beautiful,
gthe back a light gink color, the inside
light to dark pink, and.the outside
sprinkled with gold.



! In 1972, a typhoon hit Guam,
destroyed the roof of the warehouse in
lhich the sheli was located, and in the
‘process ruined the shell.

The statue of our Lady has had other
Experiences with natural disaster. A fire
from candles on the Carosa in another

rocession threatened to destroy her.
'Quick thinking from young men who
7emoved their coats and smothered the
,ﬁre by covering the statue with them,
ved the statue again. The coats of
he young men turned to ashes, and
ome of the buttons melted. Santa
WMaria remained unscathed.
L Qur Lady of Camarin had another
fadventure approximately 10 years ago.
he was stolen. Bishop Baumgartner,
%ick in the hospital, called Mnsgr.
Flores, the pastor of the Agana
:Cathedral at that time, to say mass to
tind her. The Mnsgr. was very upset,
éand Bishop Baumgartner told him to
icalm down, saying the Blessed Mother
avould not leave us. Rewards were of-
ffered for her return and Pupe
iPangelinan gave a jade and diamond
ring for the statue’s recovery

When the Bishop was released from

he hospital, and was at home, he
eceived a phone call, asking if he
Awvould be home at 4 o'clock. The caller
tai-:l he was coming with the statue,
jbut wanted no one around when he
‘came. A short while later, someone
aknocked on the Souder’s front door at
Cuesta San Ramon. Mama Tita

nswered the door, and a man asked if
this was the Bishop's house. She said
ino, the Bishop’s house is next door.
fThe caller asked how could he gst

there? Mama Tita then walked with-

ghis man to the rear gate of the
iBishop’s house, and identified the
fnouse and the chancery office. He
dthanked her, and when she turned, she

saw another man in the back of the car
holding something covered with a
white cloth. She did not realize what it

as, and returned home. About a half
hour later, Mnsgr. Guerrero, who lived
with the Bishop and Mnsgr. Flores,
phoned and said Tita, the Bishop
wants you down in the church,
because the Blessed Mother is there,
and he wants you to fix her hair,
straighten the crown, and she must be
returned to the niche. Mama Tita ask-
ed: “Who took her?”’ He said, we do
not know, the Bishop refused to com-
ment. Mama Tita thought the statue
was covered in the car she had seen.
But she wondered why they should
knock on her door first? She was sure
they could not miss the sign with an ar-
row pointing to the Bishop’s house.
Mnsgr. Guerrero said maybe Santa
Maria just wanted Tita to be prepared.
But Bishop Baumgartner knew,
because he did not say anything. He
said, why does it bother you Tita, who
knocks on your door. Never mind, the
Blessed Mother is back.

The statue was not damaged, she
had been secreted in the Japanese
caves below our house, and was ap-
parently covered with tangan-tangan.
Mama Tita continued to wonder
whether the Blessed Mother gave her
the message tnat she had returned.
She was the first to know. It may have
been a coincidence, but why should
they knock at her door?

From that day, Mama Tita has
decorated the cathedral every Satur-
day and every church holiday, missing
only when she was ill or off-island. And
she has been in charge of the carosa
for the procession every year.

A few changes have been made to
the statue of Our Lady of Camarin. She
has been repainted several times and
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The first time the crown was replaced
was when the statue was returned to
the Cathedral.

The reoccupation of Guam by Amer-
cian forces totally destroyed the family
properties in Agana and throughout
the isfand, and a temporary home was
built on the site of a prewar warehouse
in Agana, adjacent to the Skinner
Plaza area and Marine Drive. Mama
Tita operated the Triangle, a general
merchandise store at the site of their
temporary home. She married your
grandfather, a Lt. Cdr. in the U.S.
Navy on June 19, 1948. They had five
children, Mary, born May 15, 1949:
Laura on August 15, 1950; Deborah on
November 16, 1251; a son in June
1955; and Paul Jr. on November 7,
1859. Three of the children attended
Catholic schools on Guam, and residad
in Casa de Souder on Cuesta San
Ramon until they ware married.

Mama Tita was also active in civilian
affairs. Since World War I, she was
and has been a member of the Guam
Memorial Hospital volunteers and was
given an award for 5,0C0 hours of ser-
vice to that organization. She has bean
on the executive council of the Guam
Women's Club, the Girl Scout Council,
and the Women's Democratic Party.
Besides being responsible for the

{Agana Cathedral altar flowers and
jdecoration throughout her married life,
iMama Tita serves as an active member

of the Christian Mothers, the Charities
Appeal Drives, the Eights of December

activities, the Guam Memorial Hospital"
volunteers, and the Guam Beauty
Assaciation. She has a distinct fiair for
flower arrangement, and has assisted-
in many facets of lif2 on Guam in this
capacity. She is fondly callad Tita,
M.T., Mama Tita by family and friencs,

jin adcition to Gma or Nana by Erin and
the crown has been changed twice. aEric. :
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