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" ';,SyPAUlS.SOUDER ' :, ... . j Innumerable- strange ' fights-red'. 

' .. '; •• ~ .... '... ; '. blue, green - appeared in .the deep 
D'ea~iir;;';: E;;~:~'Carla; To';;m~ water. Marine life was kille-d. Strange. 

. and Hannah. ' ... , , . .. . '.. .~ l' fish, deep-sea varietie-s, floated 10 the-
, There'flows in your blood. genes surface, belly up and boiled. The usual-· 

. '. derived from' the first ChamoTro to'1 Iy calm ocean surface was ruffle-d by a 
., :.' . arrive on Guam- some 3.5CC years1 violent commotion. Huge sea waves' ., 

ago • . Although " that contribution.l .spread out far and ' wide., lnundating . 
has .been substantially diluted bY1 '?w"ying c.~st lands, leaving devasta-· 

.;. European' 'and other"Asiatic con-I tlon and ruin In thelf wake:.~j ,' ~ •• =: 
.:- tributiDns. your Chamorro heritage The roclc., stuff.:~'exploC!e-d :., into 

contributss-tomllking at-you. what fragments .. Some-rose upwa'rds-to Ihe­
you, a~'today, and wil" be in th'" suriace·with-Ihe;,impetus:·oLeach ex· 
futured';':<~' ;': .. ·· . ,_,.:-r:.-:- '. ' . plosion_ The heaviet material rose a lit-
The~ · 'tollowing ,. scenario-, will : tie. cooled and sank.' The light pumic", 

endeavor=-: to'. ",construct Guam floated on the surface and sllread cut·· 
from,' :',· it$:,~' : birth~ . land and. ward in rings witti each explosion. The 
peoplewi!le,;i:· the " beliefs and fine materials made~ttie ocean clouDy 
,1ifesty1e:',.-'of: ='-youT beforo-time and muddy:! .,. ;:~ ,~, .;;' ,":"'--- .' .. ' -•. , 
ancBStom; a,pictu&of GUilm from Explosion f!llloWed explosion. ·Then, 
irs origin through the discovery of a period of auiet ensued, followe-d by.. 
the Marianas by Magellan in 1521 another series of explosions; until the. 
A.D.: • .,j;,~:~>:'h' · . ,'. --," ', ,, ,' . ~ force of,the eruption was spent Erup-' 
, . ': '" ,'v ;",,;;,<;,;;::(:,~ :/:i:.~·' '" " ":;~, "'::. 'I tion succeeded eruption with' briet· i"" ' 

. , ., ' ~ .... ) .-:.,.~ "_", . ...• ' -, 1.· · ..... , . 
. • " - ,e . • tervals of quiescence. long enough for. 

" ':'::,::'~;~t~:~'~i~;c~: .. ~~.: ; . 
G~oio9icaliy Guam originated within 

the last fifty .. to-sixty million years of .. 
geologic timec. in the era known as the 
Cen'ozoic ':or recent _life era. When 
dinosaurs were' facing extinction, prior 
to the ,ice'age. movements ,began in 
the· eanh's ·. surface - that 'ultimately­
r'osulted:nn '- the .. ' erection of the -, 
Himalayan Mountains. Th~se 'I 
movements "Nere -so graat that ,hey I , 
caused ·, disturbances thousands of!; 
miles from the Himalayas in the floor of /'1 
the Pacific Ocean. Cracks opened in I 
the ocean bottom when . the bottom I 
winkled from the terrible pressures that : 'I 
went through the earth's crust, These ' 
openings were at first only cracks and l 
'indicate-d planes of weakne-ss in the1 
ocean floor resulting frofll.stre-sses and' 
strains that·· made,. mountains and 
ocean deeps:,,' .. ";,., ."- "," 

As the Maria'ria wrinkle' developed 
on ihe ocean floor, as stresses and' 
sHains pushed and pulled, as ad-I 
jus:ments of balanca were .made, a , 
c;isis occurred-a crack opened and ! 
melten lava poured forth on the ocean : 
floor, thousands of feet below the i 

oc~~~ ~~~a~~~ff met cold ocean water. i 
S team was added to the gases of' the I 
molten ', rock. Explosions detonated 
undersea , ~. deafened and muffled by \ 
the weight-.of the-water. abo,v.e . T. h,! 
ocean was convulsed .. , ~ . 1' .. : ..: .. ' ' .. : : ; 

the fine particle-s. to settle to- the bot­
tom, carrying 'down. with •. therTi_th~ 
floating' marine organisms killed, by the­
heat and muddie-d water. , . - ,'. , 
. . Then" another " explosive:'enuptKlll 
hurle-d , out, .Iarge :blocxs: of. lava and 
- iimeSttme:" ~i:ti-seemingl;,~. renewe-d ~ 
energy until, the-se expiosions'likewise-
died away: .. :: . ....... .'.-:.:: __ ~~~:.;.".:-. 

Finally the force' of this 'and other , 
volcanic action adjacent to "what is ' 
now Guam was spent,and quietreign-, 
ed over the area: _ ., :; .' >'; _.' .' 

And on the ocean floor was a heap , 
of volcanic debris -fragments of !ava·] 
and limestone, some ccarse some fine;,J 
As the' commotion gradually quiele-d i 
down with the final dying of eruptions; 
only the fine-st particles remaine-d in' 
suspension. Then ,this ' finest maleria~ 
like wise 'settled down to the- ocean 
floor, carrying with it more .tiny dead 
organisms of the sea. '~<:~~ ': , .. ~_. _, 

Quiet ensued. . '", .-:-', 
One epoch was complete-d: ' . . 
The deposits hardened into rock. I 

The layers con raining • the large 
fragments several inches to several 
fa~t across ate called agglomerates; i 
thp. smaller fragments tuns. 

Today these tuns and agglomerales 
!:e at various angles because inter.sa I 

folding and faulting have modified" 
th ~m since eruption. . ..• ~ f 

As th~· island continued to grew 1 
through successive outpouring of la'la • . 
the weight of the material in the' ver. 
,:ical SUPP('I "pipes" increased until a 
balance ' wa,S struck between it and, 
the. pressure from below; .:rhen a long, 
p'1rtod of comparative rest ensued dur· 
ing which some of the · Nonhern­
r"lariarias .were in· · succession~· and in":' 
the~sarr.eway .. brou~ht fort""_: ' J~ 

-~-, _._-, 
, 
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" " 'Were ·it · possible" io' dralii: ltie-' seas 'c· Mourii Tenjo was forced up' carrying 'I Some of tt-... lava issuing from' "'ll::: 
around Guam, we would see a'peak of a strata at coral with it and compress· cracks on the sea bottom evidendy I-- . 
volcanic debris, about ' 14,000 feet ing 'tlie hills to the nonh leaving them I a higher gas content or differ~ 
high, standing'on the Ocean floor; we very much buckled, Red dust filled the I pt:rYsical . conditions affecting their ~ 
would also neltice a ridge about g,ooo air for days while in the south an exten· trusion for nearby, there occur: ~ 
feet high running off towards Rota. : ' sive range of mountains developed on I plosive volcanics, the tuffs and ~ 

With the subsiding of volcanic actiyi- 3' line betwee~ what-is ~ow Agat and glome~ates of Guam. These explos.a"': 
ty, other forces of nature went to the southern ' up 0tthe Island. Puntan , volcanics, make up most of the M~. 
work. The· wind blew -violently and it I Cresta near Merizo~ 'Guam's most pic. ! Tenjo area ioday. • ,,:, _ . 
rained furiously. Enormous-quantities tu~esqu~'~ountai;, peak, is a result 01 . Each individ!-lal Ilow,of lava or ~J2 
of sieam· had been formed and the t~1S actto~.:;~en- followed a ·sub- tlon o,f explOSIVe debns ~t made ~ 
waters ' hereabouls; ." being · he;>led, sldence. o,t,acuvlty;' a balance 01 !orces the, biJser of Guam had Its :feed! no 
caused funher ' almospherid". dc; lur- was.estalillshed ~nd ~n,:,ther penod of crack';' As..eacn. flow or erup~on. d.e.. 

" banceswhich lasted'along time-dl.oring' res!: ensuect. dunng, whl~h the ~hole awaY,lthe " a~a In the crack ,congea~ 
. which stDrms not equaled since occur~ , long process. 01 vegelatlng the Island and plugged. It, Another latet eruptic::>. 
'1 red. . .• , .. .:t . . ',. was fePl7'ted. ,'? '" . .;: ':-.:'.; .. ,... broke· out. from another <:<ack; .usua u .. I The rains fo,!nd the ·newl.,.formed The~flnal!y,andwellwl!hlnthetrme, nearby, Then the I ~:~, In this ,c~~ 

island an easy prey. and bar~ peaks of man s resldenc:e o,n the I.land, there cooledo, Th~ cooled la·/aot. these fille,: 
readily fell away before- the- eroding occured a volcamc sldesh~'along th,: C!BcXS- 1S dike rock. The filled crac~ 
dcluge. Streams, formed, and- soon. coast between. U~;a~ :!,nd 'Fi!cp" are.thedlkes. . ' ~' , _. ,.' ", ;" :, __ ,., 
they were raging torrents which carved ~olnt •. Here we f,nd a pipe or suPPIv" ,-".'\.The molten rock stuff In . the cra~ 
out deep valleys_ Water ; . 'carried hne such?s ~as used [~pour forth lava· extended, deep bel~~ the surf Be!!.:: ... , t 
volcanic earth from the higher.·pans of In the building o~ the. Island .from the .. :was,held In by co".flnlng wal~s~!t.coo!.,.., 
the island to the lower. placing it there, ocean floo~ ~ut In thIS case· t~e lavao ~o",!,ly becauS&l[ wa~notJn con~ct: 
layer on layer, quite rapidly at first and colum~ sohdlfied, before-' reaching the ,~~~~r water. _Th~_~:c~oh""9 
then as the rains gradually ceased. ero-. , s~rface and was p~shed th":lUgh the ' -gave. the rock a texture. different fron:. 
sian proceedei:l more slowly, until the pIpe- and fifty feet IOta the air by the- I tharof the same material which coole.:! . 
lowlands. became stable,. and vegeta· trem~.ndous fOfees beneath, , - ' ',I quicklY on .the surface as flow-lava, It' 
tion found a footing, Soon graSses and On, !3uam there ar,e three kinds of , was·denser;:.!iner grained •.• Both. SUr 
life covered the lowlands, and climbing v?lcamc rock: ~he plain flow-lavas, !he' !, face flow and dike rocks came from th ' 
the gentle slopes spread a mantle of pillow:lavas, : !lnd :· the • .- eXPlosiVe-/ same 'reseivoi,.:;ormolten;'magma~ o~ 
green over all the islan.d. Thus ",rosion volcaniC rocks. All ' thre; mayor may pool of liqiiid;"rock.stuff deep belo.....,.-. , 
was still further retarded .• . '.-' : ' not have comefrom:~he . . ';Ie reservoir . One cooled slowly deep' in the crack as ~ 

While-all this was taking pl~i:e abo,ve or al the same lime: ." ." -':'.' : . > ! a dike . • ; .f:~:"~,-.~~::-. '" ~~. , :~ 
the water. below the surface', the In· As the molten rock stuff oozed ?ut I However"the-sides of the molteno: 
evitable coral polyp . was silently at of Ihe cracks and mer the over.laYIng 1 rock in the Ci'aCli 'where it was- in can­
work bui!ding .extensive reef forma· sea wate~. sheets of .lava partly 1 tact.witn cold .e~nfining walls, chill"<j ~ 
trans, wh'ch were laler to be left high dISrupted '" t~ large ball.ll.ke mas;;es, , so rapidly- that crystals did not ha'Je i 
and dry when the ocean level~ the Each ball or p~low was qUlc.kly .ctr!lied· : .. time to . .form;:and when lava eools-! 
w orld over' were lowered hundreds of by the water and a ' qUlck' coole<b, quickly" lt" fo --b 'd' ' - ' --b- ' - . 

.. t- I If ' ed ' d h'o at rms a Sl 1a00-"or' acle f' . feet as huge ice·caps formed at the I va can ~ 9 ass orm a.roun e~c n e.1 volcanic .glass.= This. thin- veneer 1 
poles 'of the earth and, extending a~ a skin or cru~L While forming. the: glass forms the selvage of the dike Of! , 
towards the temperate zones •. soon pillows. lay against: each' oth~r and1 seen in cross section of the face of t~S~ 
~e!d much of the world's ocea~ .water ~ome of the glass sk,ns welded In cool-- cliffs south of Facpi Point near A at.' ell 
In ICY bondage~ .. ~:;.,::. lng, so, that t~e lava flow o~ plllo~t Today, . after hundreds of f~t " 

Then one day there occurred here cooled Into sOI!d rock, In the still hot '"1 overlying rotk have been stri ed fro or/1 
what was probably one· at· the great tenor of the pillows, Ihe gase;; moved ~ Guam by" erosion.,thro h Pfh 171 " 
volr.anic eruptions of that time; Forces outward. from Ihe center. leaVing bubo i since volcanic eruption ug !ct ages/, 
had again been thrown out of balance... bles which were, hailed by the glassy~ see the Facpi Poinr clifn; ~'kce:~ I' "'e 1 
Perhaps the tremendous ice-caps ~I skin . A little.of the mollen lava beca~el of a cake.c We see bands' O~' di~:r~rs~ 

I the poles ha.d something to do wllh It, fragmen~ed Into glassy granules wh,chi cutting through the main rock, We ar k~ . 
but a readlustment was necessary. .packed 'n the open spaces !Jel"(eenj looking at"the hean of G , . .. "I 

' . h . th'lI I uam s on91nal Small mountains In I at -, sec~on eplows. - , " ~ volcanic activity, .' _~ .. : ' . ':' :"; " ;:" 
, r~lUghly between Agat and Inaralan Perh~ps the bes t place t",day to .see" . " :: ' " ~ .:' . 

,I ~:~;;sl~~~;di~~e:h~, a;~e hi~,~~~IC~~~ ;~~~ p~~o~~~~ti!~~ ~~~t~~!'s7et~ CI~ ! th II we ,~ive fudrt~elrd .cons~dehraliOn- to l : 
! . . . ', " d t J ' . I d I b t e ~rae,'ng an ,0 Ing o. t e- ocean 
I VN 'I httle. if any, l,fa remained ~fter I' arajan ,an e:c en '"9 on an or a. au ; floor, we find a down fold usuall a , 

:;'gse oUlbursts The great heat or the two miles 10 lust below the crest or the · com a ' d 'Id Th Y, C , 
- .. • t • 'd They probably underli~ a • P file an upro, us ' resu ted j 

earth and incandescent rocks cast into :\ maIO " ~e. S h G • . the Marianas Trench and ihe NerQ ' l 
Ihe air affected sam .. of the exposed : large par. of out ern. u~m,. Deep southeast of Guam ' Thei 
coral limestone changing it 10 cascajo. j Some. of the lava 'Issulng nom the" Mari;nas Trench some 36 sEO feet '; 
Explosion followed e.plosion volcanic' cracks did not have the same volume, ~ deep ',S ~~_' 'b '300 'I ., 

_ . , . , fl 'd' t t t fat ' ,g w, ·1<19 a yss over ml9$, . 
cones were built uP. hot fumes belch./ UI I.tv, gas co~ en , ~r .ra ~ au, " long and up 10 30 miles wide' 'Wlth-''>l 
ed fonh and the whole ' scene. was P?unng. and thiS lava sohd,f,ed as. or'_~ , , ' " 
changed .. . , ,,', .' L' , , dtnary ftow lava - beds 01 rock fdled :! 

<. ' , wilh shrinkage .cracks. Such , normaL.! 
f low·lava_wi thou t pillow struc, ture;'j' 
crops out in ·the " hills iii/and : from 
Umatac. - ~ ", . ......... :':~ .. ; . , : j 



narrow·steepinnergorge . . " -~. i - "·i,; 'tingradual.slopes at the outer under: \ ' when the island sank-again, theraoc· 
Finally; when most all the-volcanic- ·water .. edges > of. the ,reef, ··Thus, leftf. curred.a slipping of that portion of the 

action stopped, Guam stayed quietly in ~·sma". but nearly v!!rtical cliffs that had ;, island. that· lay -:-.between ._the~two 
place long enough for.s ringing reef'of :'~ once . been the outer underwater' edge .: southern islands .and: the . northern 
coral to form around the islands:" Ac: of the reef, with the base of the cliff island. This portion; which was a great 
tually, Guam was originally three " forming a new shore line. Waves .block, crilcked up through the coral 
islands. The largest was about 10 miles ,; undercut the cliff while new shallow .cap that covered the underlying ash 
long and 7 miles wide and laysoutll of ·coral . colonies· began building .a new " and lava and the block: dropped lowe~· 
the Agat-Talofofo . pass with Mount reef: After a long period of quiescence than the two sections on either side . .;) 
Lamlam as' the highest p?n~: The next · a ' n~w ring Of co~al. was. bu!lt. around ,,~, ; " ., 0.(";'." ,,. .- .,."'., . • -,,,,.\ 'j~:-?9:f3~:: 
lars est was-> about 3 %-. miles across . the ISland_ Th,s building and lifting pro- ThIS became t~ area ·from Agana. . 
with Mount'Tenjo as its highest "oint. . cess occurred fove times· as is evidenc- . Pago Bay. The cliffs between Sinajana' 
The third island was smal~ and\'_ . ed ·by·th", terraces-still visible on-the and -Agana are the result. · prcidu~ 
about 150 feet high, the are& we know- ' northeast end otthe island. " , . ,,; : . " . . when underground- i:hannels'-founcL.~ 
as M~unt. Santa· Rosa' today., Santa . , ,;..: .1~r.:, ,,:,~; '" '.:.\ " : 1,· .• ,';-'1 ·""r,' '. this great crack; . Eruptive action- pro£ll 
Rosa Island' became ·the-center.- of a· : ;-"Th&'slnklng-of' Guam to Its' present . duced OUl' mountains,i··the::.:section~ .• . 
large coral- atol. Mounr Tenjo. island . level· occurred after.th~ five' uplifts' . . comprising approximately thesouth~,- ' 
was surrounded by a coratreet, butthe . Thl!'·first··and longest 'penod ' filled-the : naif of Guam. Organic action produCed'il 
largest island h!ld n~ reef:. .· ~_: . _~ . • sh.al!ClW". ·watef$ ~.belween·. the:" three< : our limestone forrr.ations, of whiEl 

After a · qUlat Ilme--'m.:}great*but:' oroglnat' lSlands with·a huge-th,cknes5' . northern , haiti is<>largely" composea, . . 
unkown length;· during whiclr time c;or-· , of coral tnat bafora furtlier uplift was a ' These:,two<'Vef'( cofferentf proc 
al had nearly filled. the- s!'allow waters- great! shatra,w- lagoon." After"rising it combined with the-various chan. 9es;i~' 
between the-three Islands there.occurJ . , becam~the great northern plateau,-the -the level of the world's ocearlS in-time5i: 
red an. upheaval lnat wa$~rapid ~~ northern naif of Guam. -. -;:!. i=:'~' :i.:-.::~; _:Jo~g:pps!,," br6,!gh~ forth' Gua!,,)i?andl . 
coral dId not·hav9'a.chanceotD-deve!op ;:;'?;After-the five. separate' uplift'stages .. r..eacn.letl a-defimterecord of its action,'!:: 

.. --- .. --_ . ... -._ - " .• - - - .. ----.- ~" ... ~~ .. ~: .-... ~-·,:.~.., .. ~ ........... ,:..-.=. .... ~:",.,..-... -·t-----~ .. . - .. _ ...... :a::: i . ""O_Q';;: 
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Sacond in s series " ." 
'. ' 'Nowhere 'in the world , at this tillie I 
were domesticated plants known, 
everywhere man livea oS a primitive : 
hunter, a fisherman, and a collector of I 
wild vegetables and fruit; for food. As , 
of tnis time, the islands of the Pacific ' ,I A had never been seen by man. '. J 

A second chapter in Oceanic I 
prehistory occurred at' a much later j 
date, about the time the Vikings were' 
exploring . the east coast of, North I 

'America. This was the time of the senl· ! 
ing of the islands of ~;icronesia and : 

. 'i 
. Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy and ; 
tHannsh, .~ 

. I 
In my last letter, I described the : 

.birth of Guam. Today, I will give ' 
you an ideli of where your ; 
Chamorro forbears lived prior to I 
their arrival on Guam some 4000 I 
years ago. . 

. , 
Who were thit ancient Chamorro? 

When did they arrive? Knowledge of , 
the beginning of the race of Chamorro . 
is unknown, their appearance no ; 
longer to be discerned in ,the mixed : 
blood of their descendants, and their i 
racial traits and traditions stamped out j 
by the. invading and ,conquering : 
Spaniard. A hint can, however, be '! 
secured from recent archeological '" 
investigations utilizing radiocarbon" ~ 
techniques, from a study 1 
of the role played by domestica- i 
tion of plants, from a study of historical ; 
relationships of Pacific languages, as i 
well as from journals of early visitors to 
the Marianas_ ' 'I 

Our elders formed romantic specula­
tions about the origin of Pacific I 
peoples. Accidental resemblance in a ~ 
few words and details of customs pro- ' 
mpted some to identify the , islanders i 
with the lost tribes of Israel. Misguided . 
geology led others to assume a huge ,I 
Pacific continent that gradually senk, ! 
leaving our island ancestors surviving I, 

on isolated peaks. However, it i~ now , 
,generally agreed that the people of the-~ 
Pacific got here by boat over the sea. 1 
So far as is known, the details are quite ; 
as intriguing as any lost continent of : 
Mu . '" I 

.' "We d~ know that. the early' settle­
'ment of Australia, Tasmania, at least ; 
parts of New Guinea, and possibly the ' 
Bismarck archipelago, was the result ! 
of the first migration from Asia, I 
generally regarded as the cradle of . 
ma'n, by a primitive Negrito' race. 
These Stone Age people; who left no I 
written records, - moved across to J 

Australia ,wherr- the sea was much ': 
lower than it is now, about 20,000 , 
years ' ago, ' at the ' height of the last' 
great glacial period., when Australia ' 
and New Guinea were a single conti-­
.nent_These first settlers possessed on- ; , 
.Iy·the simplest form of water transport; 
.and ttad no agriculture-.y,.;~~~;~~ .. -t:::~;:S!. · -

Polynesia, which havd always been, 
separated by great ~xpanses of ocean. , 

These migrations in, the Pacific came : 
after man, in his' long climb upward, j 
had accomplished'tWo i\1ings. The first " 
was the domestication 6f plants {taro, : 
yams, bananas, and breadfruit!, for 1 
nowhere in 'he Pacific islands was, it­
possible to live off the land. There jus!1 
wasn't enough wild fo,d. The time of" 
domestication ~ f the h Jo·Pacific.com­
plex of food pl:Jnts lssull unknown but 
may well have .. ta~en , place aro,!nd 
8,000 B.C. . ~ t !f;':'" !- I '. I 

_ The second condition was met with .; 
the invention- of ·the single outrigger I 
canoe ana _ of t~e . PolyneSIan oouo,,, i 
canoe. -:.:.~,. . I ........ :-··~·> J 

By approximat~ly 2000 to 1500 B.C., ! 
man took to the sea in gigantic craft, 
canoes, ~ith freeboard built up by , 
plank board along the edges and lash· ; 
ed together with coconut fiber. Some 1 
carried traditional outriggers against! 
capsizing; the more spectacular were ; 
two-hulled, measuring up to a hundr,ed 1 
feet, with deckhouses .on the' connec-:l 
ting spars amidhips. They had' sails of 'j 
pandanus matting and paddles worked 
by crews of as many as seventy men. 
In skilled hands, such craft were 1 
thoroughly seaworthy, s~iling at fifteen- 1 
knots and often making mOre than two 1 
hundred miles a day_ Can't you see J 
their leader dancing on deck and call- , 
ing time, twenty , paddles a side j 
slashing the water with precision, the 'j 

crew's throbbillg song punctuated by ! 
the regular whack of recovered paddle 'I 
biades, ~ on the gunwale. These , 
navigators of the Pacific surpassed the ' 
Phoenicians and the Vikings and found : 
a new world for themselves thousands : 
of years before Columbus. They had , 
neither compass nor sextant. They j 
steered by the stars, which they knew' 
uncannily well, by .the steady trade I 
winds, and. the trend of the swells ,l 
Migrating birds gave them hints of i 
faraway islands, Seamen could pick up.' 
the s'cent'of land far out at sea; they 
watched A or ' cloud , masses forming 
over invisible-high islands, and for the 
confused wa'ters that developed to , 
right and left as the:swells.check a!'d · 

. ~en9_l!gail}!lt an.ufldiscovered shoref-;::" 



They were:' provisioned £:" with they meet arid displace a still more an­
coconuts for both drink and food,. and cient race as indicated by the existence 
where tabu permitted, with green stuff of the Mana'chang? Where ' did· each 
that would last a while, coconut·fed come from? Which arrived first? Had 
chickens, prepared breadfruit and taro. the two races any previous relations? 
They could catch fish and seabirds Lat us consider the-Chamorro first. 
emoute. Such resources, eked out by :The physical appearance of the 
rain water on occasion, take determin· Chamorro, their lan;!uage, social 
ed men a long way . . - ..•.. - ~.::.:" .• . organization; legends, etc., all indicate 

The eastward migration "into the a Malaysian origin with certain traces 
sun" through Micronesia . and of Polynesian affiliations. OV9r the cen· 
Polynesia spanned appro!,imately turies, certain affinities w,th the 
2,500 years. The Marianas were settled Melanesians- ·or Papuans appeared. 
about 3,500 years' ago, . Samoa 3,000 'such- as ihe use of the "great house: ' 
years ago, and' Hawaii by the first cen· . The' Chamorro, ' though unlike . the 
tury of the Christian era. Melanesiansr were ignorant of the bow 

The role .that the 'domestication of and arrow, and of the-art of carving in 
plants' played ' has been.-- deduced by wood • . Unlike .other Micronesians, the 
botanists: Breadfruit and bananas can - . Chamorro could " not weave · Vl(ith 
be propagated only from ' slips. Taro ' .Ioorns, but plaited' mats like the true 
and the sweet potato~ .. grow from. " Polynesians . . In their' fire making and 
tubers . . Since ' none of'.;these plants . cooking. they resembled the Polyn!>­
have seeds that could fly by.,air:; float .. : ·sian. Their canoes, • although . excep­
by sea, or be carried by birds, itissug-f'. tionally fast wore similar to those of 
gested -that ' they were: taken,':.tO'· fa'i:; Polynesia. 'On the other hand; they'did 
islands by men who knew how to' mak'e" not possess the paper mulberry, which 
them. grow.- ,All . . these pacifiC: ,tooe! !s so !mportant in t~El economy of !he 
plants are natives of Asia except one: !nhabltants of the_ eastern <,.PaClfic 
the sweet potato, which came from ISlands 'as the source of bark cloth or 
South America. Adventuring Polyns- tapa: Some features of ~h!, ~.hamo"!,_ 
sians who, centuries earlier, had c.r~ss- language, considered to be" &: lV!alayD- . 
ed the unknown . sea- from Tahiti to Polynesian tonglln, maileD dlstlncllOn· 
Hawaii in their great double canoes, . between them- and the Polynesians 
could easil't;:..have sailed to .thE! west ,j the eastern 'Pacific, and ally them more' 
coast' of :-South· America; -provisioned ' closely with the Malay Archipelago,. 
their ships i.vith:'such foodstuff a~ were " Philippine isl.ands," and .evert 
available, the ' . sweet:. potato and ' Madagascar. ThiS latter connectIOn IS 
perhaps the gourd among them, and . reinforced by tho use of the betel pep­
returned home. Too, American Indians per and areca nut as narcotics instead 
may have brought the sweet potato to of Kaya pepper, and their po~ession 
the Pacific on drift voyages like. Heyer- 01 rice', n prehistoric. times beann[}- the 
dahl's Kon·TikijouFOey:::;.:;:;.~';::·~~ .:. " , s?!",e ' na(J1~" as ' in·. the" MDlay ·:tAr-

. 
' . 

slau'l h1ln-ed, · but . rnano{l iiScaped. in 
boalS; S'ome 10 meet a watery­
out others to find rcfuge·"on i.I~nd!.1 
located to the south and ee!:!. 
we find a .. few. possible ron"""nt .. l 
among certain of the people ,f;~~:~1 
Borneo, New Guinea, the ' 5 
Islands, and other places. Some 
have found their way to the Marian~, 
perhaps after generations of wander· 

.ing where they lived in a savage, 
bestial state. ,_. . 

. Much later, between 2000 B~;;~~-:;~I I 
1500 B.C., the ancestors of the 
sians (whose ancestors in 
driverrthe aborigines from the 
mainland);. were . 
another invasion from 
ing· to the:south and 
the: cenruries, t~'v · .. radiual'v popLilatE~1I 
the-Pacific_.:::',,:·· ._. ::: . 

·Around ';:JOOO~' B.C., 
(believed , : bY;tsome·~- t·,·,' ;" h" ··",,,,iirl. 
Chamorro ancestorss)~itl~~'~~~~i~ culture in Cambodia v 
phasis, . producing the 
navigators 'and deep' sea 
who were also t'lIP""rts in 
Population ' pressures, 
advenrure may have. sent . 
sealarers .:ovet : the' · " "'n~fl .. "t~r 
Pacific in search of a new 

They could catch fish 
enroute. Water.was .Carried 
and wooden vessels; 
mostly upon rain. They 
plants needed to found a collonv. 
such expedition~, . the 'fleet .. " ~,,,I 
into a great crescent with four or 
mile .,illtervals between- the ca"00:5 

thus sweeping a.wide expans.e 
A sharp lookout was kept;" 
ticular' attention Was paid to the 
of birds. Those'which .were 
sleep on land.were sometimes 

With favorable ocean' currents and chlpelago and Madagascar. Hence, the 
prevailing .east~!!Yilrinds, South Amer- ' Chamorro did not .Ieave lhe eradl&; of 
can debris. was - washed 'ashQf80 at ·1 the race, Asi~, uf!tn~fter tha,Ddoption 
Guam - over the ~·centuries.,w The

l 
of'betelchewmg, whIch was. Introduc­

presence of the sweet.potato.!l~s sug- , ed from· India I,!ng after the set,tlers 
gested that the Chamorrorrri!lY: have'. eastern;Polyne~;,a had d!lp~rted. " •.. . • 
originally come from 'Argentina,: the . But what of ~hll Mana. ch~ng7 Old 

. later being supported by the Kon·Tiki theY' reaIlY ' exlst? "Arch!!ologlsts h'!V91.h."."n 
theory. Kowever, radiocarbon stUd.ies, ! po.inted · out t~m I,!ck~ of' conclUSive ",",I~",;~" 
and the, preponderance .of-· evidenc~· ev!dence on thiS POI'll,.and doubt t~~~Z~~~~U!:~~::~~~lCI~~~; 
previously but briefly enumer:lted;. pr~ existence " of such ' 0 .. non·ChamorTO '. 
ve beyond any reasonable doubt, that population prior to ~agellan'~ arriva!. 
the migration of peoples across th!!' .Legend and early wllters mention their 
vast Pacific was from Asia . They were- . existence, however, wNch would sug· 
light in color and in· no way affiliated I gest their reality. It is doubtful. if they 
with Papuan negro type; more nearlY i a.re entir~ly a· figment _,?I. tho imas,i.na- ' . The .newcom.e~ h,ad 
were they allied .to the .Malays; and to Ilon. " ,~.. . .',""i' .. :".~-:;: -- . culIYra, and wer.e-·as. 
much lesser extent· to some of- thEr Tho'-Mana'chang.had no raciahela- . ting mcinuments :as-
Polynesians. ' ,, ' :-' _ o. tions with the Chamorro. It is presum· '·Cambodia. They were 

Perhaps thousands' Of :yea.rs .in the e~ that they wer~ a race driven from In- ·bu~lder~ • . . The:; :.early.-;' r.~,~"'orrOi 
past,. pressure of populallon· ln .'slands (h~ a~4 .. Malavsla by· thl') . resld~nts-, who .mu~t havc' l,n,nwn-
to the south .intertribalwarfaro; or tile migration of hordos from Central ~Ill. U5e; of bronze and lTon f (()nl ·tll,eirr " a, 
urge- ""-adv~nture sent a few valrn:ouS' These aborigjna~.II'I~!e .of .a low type, in.Cambr.. ;ia: q"'~p~le-1I11e 

soulS'· oiIer . the limitless·waters.-sear..< black_ . olm1enor lind :m.~e~:ta~tl f~i~~~~~i~i~~~~!~j~~~~~~~~ 
ching. fo,:a :n~1:" hort;1e." But t~!!, de~ilS":l ~;n~o~t~~~;~E~:~i~~:~:5~~SI of.' their"-primltlve ongln: ,.thell:>, travels-; . 

. and' firsf 'settlements, irir,ther,Marj
a

l1
as

, ~~~~i~a~~~~~~~~~~ ~"Yilvprobablv;.. remail1~ i.mSOrliedii.?id .~ ~ 



'Thill' left Ii~ 'eviden~e" ot:'tlieir, ac~1 
tivities on arrival, but they,did leave aH 
~ . _ • • .' • • t 

tifacts and pictographs in the caves at 
Inarajan and Talofofo, ruins of stone 
wall fortifications, s'one and shell in,· 
plemen ts, objects of baked clay, pot· 
tery, and spea! points of stone. Most 
evident, are the stone pillars of 
numerous laUe sites, still found in 
various parts of the Marianas, Such 
pillars, called halege, were often 
'uprights of carefully cut slabs.of coral, 
limllstone. They were set. se~urely 'in 
the ground 'and · c;:apped by }ough 
cuplike , heads "of , coral, called .. tasa;' 
Such, pillars ,werl~sornetimes 'mass· . " - - ... _ . ... . .. . 

, . 

produced at a distance from the sites 
where they were to be used, such as 
,those found in Rota in a quarry at As 
Nieves where uprights and caps had 
been ' partially cut out of solid 
limestone, and where nine uprights 
and caps, completely finished and 
ready to be moved, remain. 

latte sites are scattered over the 
best garden lands along the shore and 
stream beds. Each site consists of two ' 

,straight parallel rows of stone uprights 
set according to a uniform rectangular 
pattern-eleven to twelve feet between 

• • p " - • 

the two ",oWs and the same~ diStance 
between the stones in each row. 
Formerly, the uprights were sur-:i 
mounted by a coral cap, most of whichi 
have been displaced by earthquakes,l 
and are lying on ground nearby. The I 
height of the capped uprights, con- I 
stant throughout each ,site, ranges ! 
from three, to sixteen feet in, the various 
sites in the Marianas. Buried betWeen 
the two rwlS" and frequently also 
between ,the- sites and , the shore, 
human skeletal remains and artifacts ' 
have beim found_ ' 

.:..'_ •. ;. .. , "' •. : . .. • . .. ..;. • • • : : • . t 
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Third in a series 

By PAUL B: SOUDER 

.. For long they lived together like hus- . 
band and wife. But because they could 
.have no children, for Puntan's sister I 
was not like human.women, Lahimashi I 

. became sad. Puntan's sister saw the 
thoughts in the man's mind and knew 

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy and I that happiness had not yet come to the 
Hannah, world. She taught Lahimashi the life- . 

. , . making magic, took him to Fua, and 
Since I wasn t present In Guam told him to bring out another man like 

sIx r:enturies ag.o to obst;rve the , himself. " 
lifestyle of the Island residents, 'I But Lahimashi wanted many' 
would like to acknowledge your . brothers and women who could bear ' 
Chamorro great grandparents, children. The rock opened to his word. 
your wandmother, a".d t,,-ose early People came out, so many they quar­
chroniclers. of Guam s histOry, as reled and fought for space to stand . . 
well as theIT more recen~ cou.nter- The Creatrix closed Lahimashi's mind 
parts, w,ho made Guam s hIstory to the magic of life and shut up Fua so 
come allv.e for.me, a.s I hope these no more people might come out of it. 
le.tters will bnng alIVe for you, a She kept on Guam only those who 
picture of those who were here most nearly resembled the perfection 
befora. . '. , represented in Lahimashi. The others 

In !he past .lew weeks, I ve she scattered over the world. . 
describf!d the birth of Guam, and The Creatrix chose one woman to 
the arrival of !he Chamorros o,! become Lahimashi's wife. That 
Guam. Today, 171 elaborate f!n the" favored woman was taken to the Pool 
beliefs. snd . philosophy, t!'st of Love and taught the secrets of mar· 
somEl.thInp whIch made them tick, .riage. Because Lahimashi had been 
to enJoy llfa. . . .. ' _.. called to life by an Ancient the children 

The people of before time had a of his wife became the ancestors of the 
religious philosophy far different than I' highest caste, the Matua. And because 
that which we believe in today. They. all the others had been called to life by 
believed in an omnipotent being nam-I a human they became the ancestors of 
ed Puntan, who lived with his sister in the second caste, the Atcha' ot. 
the limitless space of the ' universe, J To the Matua was given the right to 
before the creation of the earth and I sit in council, to become chieftains and 
sky. The two ancients knew no the makahnas, to lead in warfare, to 
sadness for they wanted nothing, yet become overlords of all. To the At-
they had no happiness, for they had no cha'ot were given the rights of craft-
desires that might be satisfied. As eons . smanship, to make things used by all 
of time-went by Puntan felt himself the tribe in common. . . 
about to die, so' he called his sister The early Chamorro had no real, 
Fuuna, who, like himself, had been ~ eminent diety, but did have legendary 
born without the help of either father ' gods and a form of ancestor worship. 
or mother, and gave her explicit direc- They believed in immortality inherited 
tions as to the disposal of his body, . from the "people of before time" and 
and conferred upon her all his I . the Taotaomona. In determining the 
miraculous powers. He decreed that : future destiny of the soul, good or evil 
upon his death his eyes should become behavior during life apparently had no 
the sun and ·the moon; his breast, the ; part. Nobles who died in quiet repose 
sky; his back, the earth; his eyebrows, i were the favorites 'of fortune and their 
the rainbow; and the rest of his ghostly self dwelt in a subterranean 
anatomical parts, the lesser things of · abode planted with coconuts, sugar 
the world and the netherregions. j cane, and fruits of the most delicious 

By the magic of life, everything that ' flavor. The souls of those who died a 
was Puntan became· the world. But , violent death were supposed to go to 
Pu')tan's _sister _ cri~:_~lJat happin!!SS \ Sasalaguan, the dwelling place of 
had not yet come tl! the world;· With all i Chaifi who .heats them in a forge and . 
the voices of his transformed body, ' beats them Incessantly. 
Puntan comforted his sister and told Chaifi, the god of the winds, the 
her that she must go to the rock Fua : waves and fire, was the god of the 
near Umatac on the island of Guam, ' underworld. In his Hades he had a 
and must speak over it the magic of I smithy where he manufa~tured ~ou!s 
life. .... . ., . , . i for use as servants. On'e day while In 

That she did. The rock Fua split I haste to make more souls he built too I 
open and from its ~ept~s came the fir.stt strong. a fire, the ~esult .being. a terrible 
man, Lahimashi:.Hls skin.was only ~ 111-1 '. explOSion, the smithy dls!lor.glng ashes I 

. tie less white than that ,of the Creat~lx. . a.nd sto~es_ an~ r!v!'rs ~f "q\!!~ fi~ unto _ 

15 



the earth. During the turmoil one of the.. , 
souls escaped and fell on the earth at sOCIal neceSSIty. H~wever, h.e._di~ 'lot : ing t~e Makahnas were nobles_ 'Til .. 
Fua, 'where it turned i.nto stone. But ' de!'land the sa".1e vlrt,;,es of his divine I exercised their functions for good aZ 
the sun' shone on this rock, the.. rain beings that he did of himself. He had a . lauda~le p,;,rposes, were respected and 
soft~ned it, the wav!'S kissed its feet, ~e.n sense of humor and .. laughed at held In high honor. Oc,casionally a 

. and It became a man. The newly made t elrwaywardness. . - : Makahna arose among the 
man looked about him and saw how ', Early legends w.ere characterized by ' Mana'changs, but he was a worker of 

-..p.eautiful the earth was, but wanted a wholesome , pTlde of race, by a . evil and was killed if detected. The 
company- for- his ·solitude. He took' ~refreeness that ~ears the ·flavor· of'--- ~a~ahna-coold-promise health, good 
some red earth which he found about Ind and sea, liberty lOVing and I . flshl!lg, and similar benefits to promi­
him, mixed it with water and formed it unrepressed. Almost all. Jegends are I nent deceased members of the tribe 
into the image of himself. For these im. ~~se.d on feats of phys,cal strength" I whose .skulls wer.e preserved in ~ 
ages he invoked the heat of the sun, as r, In th?se ear!r !,meS, the Chamo:; -r-basket In the home of their descen. 
he had learned from Chaifi, and thus ros were Indeed Qlants on the earth. . dant. The Makahna may have practic-
created souls to give life. Many such Gua~ was a pa~adl~e; the people.were ed. black magic 'by using an enemy's 
human beings or children of the earth ~~an, ex.traordlnardy strong, With a f "d~rt," ~uch as his spittle, a bit of his 
he made. But Chaifi was much disturb. III of their own. . . ha~r, nads, refuse .of his food, 'or other 
ed over the loss of one of his created Every man was like a bronzed Ada~,~ ~ objects closely connected with him. 
souls and went to search for it, inten· stark naked except for a hat .or ~n Because of their superstitious fear of 

. ding to kill it for the crime of escaping. ' ~reshad~ o~ wove!! !l1aves, WI!h .Jet . th: Makahna, individuals. took care to 
One day he saw a child of the earth sit- , ack hair Without twIst or curl w~lch spltwh!!n no one ,!"as looking. 
ting on the beach and thought it was , fell below th!J shoulders. The menwere They were also concerned wftn'the 
his lost soul. So he sent a huge wave 1 ~", well·budt and firm-m~scled. The I gh?;;ts of the dead, the "Aniti." The 
ashore, but could not kill the child as : 0".1en were of a ~uch ~Ighter como, amtl were not really genuine ghosts, 
the soul came from the sun which i plexlon. Alth.ough, like thelr.men, they. but a' no! too long dead Chamorro, 
Chaifi did not govern. The 'man turned I wor!!! only a httle apron of some 'p~pery changed In appearance and tempera­
into a fish, making Chaifi so angry that ' substance, they seemed su!f,c,e~tly , ml!~t, but really alive, not merely a 
he chased it into a lagoon and built a ! clothed by ~he long black. hair which SPlnt. The aniti had odd and rigid Ideas 
huge fire underneath until it was all covered them almo~t to their ankles. of conduct and walked the earth more 
dried up. But the fish turned into an ig· They were radl~ntly healthy and or less regulating the affairs of their 
uana and disappeared into the woods. such excelle!"t s,!"lmm~rs that they descendan!~. 
Then Chaifi burned but did not kill the ,cou!d catch fish With ~he" bare hands. The aMI, particularly those of 
iguana for it became a bird and flew The" strength and aglhty were reveal- , ancestors, were sometimes regarded 
away. By this time Chaifj was tiring of j ed ~y thl! skill.~ith which they handled ' as nat!,ral protectors and held in 
the chase so he called upon his stock their SWift sailing canoes and by the - veneration, but more often they were 
of wind, made a big typhoon which !'lanner in which they hurled their sl- thought t~ be evil, especially- ir they 
threw lhe bird on a cliff breaking its I ,ngstones, which were thrown with were not respected. In times of distress 
wing, whereupon it again turned into a such force that they were frequently they were called upon to keep away 
man. Now this man, with the soul from ' buried in the trunks of trees. ' evil and to bring good luck to those for 
the sun, said to Chaifi, "There, you see I Their temperament was a mixture of whom prayers were offered. The living 
that you cannot kill me, for my soul playful friendliness and stubborn per- ' held the aniti in 'dread and sometimes 
comes from the sun." Chaifi replied, sistence. Although they could be paid them a pseudo homage for self 
"Your soul comes from Sasalaguan I' serious when the occasion demanded, . · protection. They believed the devil, in 
and I myself made it." But the man they were a happy, fun·loving people, order to retain this respect and servile 
answered, " The soul which escaped ' fond of festivities, dancing, singing, fear, would appear to them in the form 
you is at Fua on Guam, where he is storytelling, and contests of strength of their fathers and mothers, terrify 
making souls from the heat of the sun. and skill. They also took great delight them, al)d maltreat them. 
And this is the truth, he made ine a in jokes, playing tricks, mockery and The aniti were rather variable in ap-
soul from the sun, and the wisest of ridicule. . pearance. The males were tall, seven 
you cannot compete with me." When ~ While there were no priests as such, ': feet or more, and in color changed 
Chaifi heard this he went into a terrible there was an important class of themselves at will from white thru 
passion and caught hold of the man, medicine men or wizards known as yellow and brown to the deepest black. 
Immediately a typhoon began to blow, "Makahna." A Makahna was suppos- Usually they had bushy hair standing 
the sea pciured over the land, and the ed to have the power of communica- , out on both sides, large round eyes, 
mountains vomited. fire. At Fu~ im· tion wi!h the spirit~ of the dead, to ; an~. sharp! fa~g 'like teeth. Women 
mense waves came In and the children cause Sickness or bnng health, to pro- I anou were Invanably white, fat, hand· 
of the earth fled into the hills for their duce rain, bring good luck in fishing, some, and with long, flowing, yellow 
lives. When the sea subsided they saw insure a fortunate voyage, cause the hair. 
that their father was still there but had ' harvest to be abunda.nt, and perform If the aniti were of an unkindly 
turned into stone. And there he is to other maglcal feats. He was a disposition, sometimes benighted 
this day, keeping an eternal vigil over soothsayer, a reader of omens, and a travelers going thru the jungles were 
his children's children and over the final resort in questions of custom and seized by the throat or scratched with 
land where he first saw the light of day. etiquette. He never married, and never sharp claws; sometimes stones were 

Early ' residents had a happy as a warrior participated in a tribalfray. , hurled .by unseen hands; and 
philosophy with , few, if any, obliga- To aid thern in their mystic art, the sometimes in solitary places by the 
tions. It was based upon · natural Makahnas kept skulls of their deceased ' shore a headless figure was seen sit­
phenomena and interpreted whimsical- i brethern in baskets. Generally speak;j ting motionless fishing in the sea. The 
Iy. Good and bad were human aniti were supposed to lurk among the 
characteristics. Each individual was I many trunks of the nunu. or banyan 
supposed to "be good". If he was not, ' _tree, and haunt the ancient latte sites_ 
~~. w!'."._punished . • G?odness was a I . . . 
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The . Chamorros feared and 
respected the aniti. In connection with I 
fishing they would preserve silence and I 

practice great abstinence for fear or for ; 
flattery of the aniti, lest the latter 
punish them by driving away the fish or 
visit them in dreams and frighten them. 

It was customary upcin the death of 
a person to place a plaited basket at I 
the head of the corpse in order to cap­
ture and house the aniti, tha departing 
spirit. By doing this the spirit woul~ ac­
cept the waiting basket as its earthly· 
home and either return to inhabit it at a 
later time or· ramain with it in symbol. 
Kept . in" a · prominent placa in the 
household, the baskat could be visited 
by the departed spirit at will, and the 
spirit. for this thoughtful devotion, 
would be inclined to favor the family 
with its more benign powers, since 
departed souls wera regarded more . 
with awe and dread than affectionate 
veneration. '. 

As for the soul itself, it was believed 
to exist forever. Those dying violent 
deaths went to Sasalaguan. Souls of . 
persons dying natural and tranquil 
deaths descended to an underworld 
paradise filled with the conventional 
enticements: sugarcane, bananas, 
coconuts, exotic foods . and rare 
flowers. 

Fua - the birthplace of mankind? 
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By PAUL B. SOUDER 
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• 
Dear Erin; Eric, Carla. Tommy and : 
Hannah. • 

My last lettar described the ap­
pearance. beliefs, and philosophy • 
of your ancestors. Today. I will • 
relate what is kown about their ', 
caste system. who really ran the, I 
family. and how they spent their ,; 
time. '.1 

~. ~ 

. . i 
Rank and class conSCiousness were • 

important factor~ in the lives of your 
forebears. The highest ranking . 
nobles or chiefs were called ' 
Chamorri. and the highest Class ~ 
Matua, They had the most privileges, . 
and controlled most of the island's 
wealth. Occupations having the ' 
highest prestige were reserved for 
them exclusively. They were not lazy 
aristocrats; but skilled artisans and 
craftsmen, carpenters, mariners, war· 
riars, fishermen, canoe builders, and 
traders. and were familiar with the arts , 
of weaving, pottery, and weapon mak- , 
ing. " I 

They acted as foremen in these 
undertakings, assisted by the com· 
maners, who however knowlegeable, 
were barred by taboo from ever obtain­
ing the exalted position of the 
Chamorr;' It was ' taboo for a 
Chamorri to marry a girl of a lower 
caste, although she may have been not 
only the most desirable woman in the 
village but also the richest. It was ' 
customary, when persuasion failed to -I 
separate lovers of differing castes, to I 
kill the noblem3n- who stepped out of ; 
Hne. · .... .r . . . -, 

The island was divided into districts I 
composed of one or more neighboring -l 
villages: In each district the nobles, I 
both men and women, formed a coun­
cil, with the oldest noble as the leader. 

' He was called the Maga'-Lahe, and 
his wife the Maga'-Haga. The people 
in a district were loyal to their leader I 
and to their district, but were jealous 'j 
and 'suspicious of individuals' from 1 
other districts. ' ; 

The middle class were called At- ' 
cha'ot, who we.re usually members of , 
the family or near relatives of the ' ; 
Matua-, -Their, sociaL privileges were '\ 
simila~ to the Matua. and they assisted 

them in their occupations of honor. , 
The Mans'chang. or members of the 
lowest class. lived as slaves apart from 
the rest of the community, and their 

, ..lives were govemed by restrictions and ; 
taboos. Th~y were not allowed to 
become sailors or canoe builders, ,and 
their fishing was restricted to the 
rivers, where they could only catch , 
eels with wooden-tipped spears .. 
Regarilless of their skills or ability, they ! 
could never_rise out of their class, 
When a Ma';iiiChang passed a 
Matua. he had to crouch with head . 
Towered and eyes averted. He could 
never 'eat a., drink in the house of a 
Matua or come close to ' them. If a 
Manachang heeded anything, he ask- , 
ed them from a respectable distance_ ' 

The Chamorros were organized into 
matrilineal clans localized in villages 
and organized into districts under local 
chiefs. The power of the chief was bas­
ed on inherited wealth in the form of 
land and speciakigh.ts,_l!uch as making 
shell money and constructing sailing 
canoes. The women were influential in 
all matters relating to .family life, pro­
perty, and inheritance. The childr"n 
belonged to the mother and took her 
name, rather than that of the father. 
Each dan was made up of several 
families consisting of the married cou· 
pie, their children, and near relatives, 
The families making up the clan were 
bound together by strong sociel, 
economic, and ceremonial ties and 
obligations: If a woman needed a piece 
of land, part of the harvest, or anything 
else belonging to a man in her fam ily, 
she gave him a piece of shell monay, 
with a request for the property, and her 
petition was immediately granted 
without additional payment. 

Estates of coconut and banana .' 
groves were not inherited by a man's 
sons at his death, but by his surviving 
brother or his nephew - who changed 
his name to ,that of the most illustrious 
ancestor. Men inherited property 
belonging to their mothers' bro,hers, .' 
As a boy grew up, he neither fearae 
nOr respected his father. , 

There lived at Apugan beach the 
largest and strongest man on GU3m. 
He was very proud of his body and 
feats of strength. lie had a son whose­
powerful body promised to excel eveh 
that of his father. At first the father 
was proud of his son;-b"l-as the boy 
developed he became very jealous.; 



, . .•. 

When the child was three years old. as. .' The Cham arras were skilled artisans. . for part of the year. or baked and 
he. was hunting coconut crabs one- They braided mats. sans, hats, storea.. dry. Yams were a favori.te 
night, he uprooted a young coconut baskets. and other articles from Pan- delicacy, and were baked in' earthern 
tree. This feat so infuriated bis father' daniJs leaves, and were familiar with ovens covered with hot stones. 
that he chased his son through the- both the technique of diagonal plaiting Primitive relishes were made from l:er-
·jungle. Arriving at a point on the north· and that of right angled plaiting. They tain dried seaweed. Terminalia nu'!'- j 
enil of the ' island. the frantic lad wove beautiful baskets. and were ex- · and the kernels from Pandanus fruit!., 
gaihered all his strength for 'one leap pert pottery makers. their ware varied were popular food items. Fresh wat!!f 1 
which carried him to Rota. He leh his in color. surface finish. shape. and fish had little appeal. except for fresh-" 
footprint pressed deeply in the st~ne design. They manufacturea bamboo " water shrimp and shore bound spiny ~1 
and since then the headland has been and ;Nooden vessels useful in Iheir dai-' lobster. . .~ 
called Child's Point. Iy life utilizing instruments of stone .. They cooked their food covered. -1 

In sports. as in war. 'your ancestors made from volcanic rock and alternating leaves be!'."een layers of ;.l 
made games of their daily tasks. Any limestone. stones in shallow pits. Few items were"1 
outing in their flying proas would in- Th.ey· made fishhooks from Mol~er consumed raw. Fish and Manahak • 
clude the whole family. including their of Pearl shell, sometimes from torto!se were dried in abundance. ·and stored · . 
wives. Children delighted in going ' shell. which they carved by hand. Fish for future use . Breadfruit was cut into ~ 
along and swimming with the canoes. were' caught by trawlin\! from canoes thin slices and dried. . ' - , 
like dolphins at the prow. Contests for , or by net casting along the shore. , . They knew nothing of aggie and i 
the men included everything froml Spear fishing from the reef at low Me tuba . Beside the milk of young ' . 
wrestling to spear throwing, and ohert! ·was a popular activity, as was night coconuts, the only beverage was " 
a contest was halted midway for same, fishing on the reef, by torch at low wat.er. They did not use the aromatic 
exceptional story-teller to present his tide.. leaves of the island plants as a source ' 
latest satire on a leading citizen or They lived during four months of the of tea. Temperance in diet was their 1 
athlete. . ' . I year on cC!conuts. bana~as, sugar- watch word. and they attributed their , 

The women not 'unhke today. hadl cane, and fish . The 'remaander of th'! tall splendid bodies. radiant health. and 
their own special festivities. TheYI year. they supplemented the lack of great -strength. to their particular 
would dress in their brightest shells! fruits -with certain roots. Rice. yams. feeding, working. and leisure habits. 
and cover themselves with exotic! and taro were cultivated. Exce'pt" for - occasional deVaStiiting 
flowers. Arranging·themselves in a cir- ~ The women did not work in the typhoons and the threat of infrequent 
cle, they would give melodic treatment ~ !ields •. but sta.yed in their ho,!ses '!"eav- thou~h severe earthquakes. Guam 
to musical stories and legends. the I 109 mats. takong care of the If children, • possessed everything needed to make 
beat furnished with shell castanets and ' gathering food in the jungle and on the civilization simple. comfortable, and 
dried gourd rattles. ' , reef. making coconut oil. and prepar- thoroughly pleasurable. The nobility. 

Trade between ihe various islands of · 1 ing native medicines. whose lot was naturally the best by vir-
the Marianas' and tlie Carolines'was a. The men did most of th~ gar~e~ing tue of their crah skills. managed to 
frequent activity. To make the ex- , and fishing, house and can?e b.Ulldlng. maintain the standards of communal 
change of goods and services. several ston~ and woodwor~,. navigating and living· at an orderly and productive 
types of tortoise shell money were us- tradmg. In addition, warfare. peak: . 
ed. Tortoise shell disks were strung cere~onies •. and games consumed The men wore practically no 
together and worn around the neck. I much ofthel' energy. clothing. not even a g·string. They 
They were of several types - The . Th~ Chamorros. were a •. c~refree. -don Qed hats of pandanus as a protec. 
Guini. a string of thin. regular. and I I~ug~lng people. fon~ Of. danCing and . tion against the sun and occasionally 
perforated disks. in width slightly less : smgln,g ... or story telhng and legend- \ protected theirfeet with palm-leaf san­
than the little finger and in length it Spinirig, of contests of strength and ! dais. ' The women wore a fringe of 
hung down to the n~vel • . after having skill. They were fond of all form~ of i leaves or a scant apron except on 
passed twice 'around Jhe neck; the personal amuseme~t frorr: mC!cker'1 to I ceremonial occasions when they 
Lukao-Hugua. a string of ·thin. rid icule. delighted I.n plaYing lakes on , adorned themselves with fibrous skirts. 
regular perforated disks about the ' their friends and neighbors. They were flower wreaths and 'ornaments of shell. 
width ';f a thumb and the length suc~ easily pleased. ~.well .. mannered, Bothj sexes wore their hair hanging 
that when ' hung around the neck. It hospitable and trac.able when treated loose anointed with coconut oil and ' 
reached the hip; ' and the Guineha with consideration. They we~e I some'mentieditinaknotorl\Vo~tthe 
fumaguon. the highest valued shell boisterous and gay and dehghted In i crown or shaved their heads with the 
object used as a chest ornament by jokes and bufoonery;. and loved to out· I exception of a high crest. They let their 
m"n The latter was pierced in the mid- do a rival by wit or trickery. They were I fingarnails grow long pierced and' 
dl~ ~ith a large hole and sometimes on so powerful in t~e water. that th.e~ 1 elongated their ears a~d wore ear or­
the broad thin .edge .with several I co~ld swim long dls~ances. even, Wit I naments. Married men carried walking 
smaller holes. Whoever killed a turtle, a theor arms bound behood theor b~C\ sticks which they called tunas curious . . 
veri hazardous adventure. br?ught the ' They sang . their myths. t e est ; Iy carved and colored with th~ root of a ' 
shell to the chief, who according to the singers gambling on who would r.epeat '\ plant called mangu at the head of 
circumstances of the deed a~d t~e , the most vers.es. The Chamornta or which they affixed three streamers half 
assistance received in performong It. folk sC!ng syrvlVes to~ay . .. a yerd in length made from the soft 
bored holes in it; the fewer the holes, Theor diet. was Simple. consisting . bark of trees with heaV? thread:;. as 
the greater the value. Such trophies primarily of Isl~nd frUlts. yams, taro trimming. • • 
gave the owner ttte right to exchange. : root, and various salt ,!"ate~ fish. 
them for other propi;rty:- ::- _..... I Coconut was prepare~ In different 

ways' sugarcane prOVided a ready 
natur~1 sweet by chewing sections of 
the fresh stalk; bananas w~re e~ten '\ 
raw or cooked over ro~stlng f!res. 
Breadfruit was always available. elther 
to be eaten hot fro,,! the stone ovens 

~.. _. 
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Warfare with rival villages tested 
their strength against one another. An 
imagined insult was suHicient cause to 
do bailie. They relied on strategy alJd 
hit and run tactics. To gain an advan­
tage, they sometimes resorted to fire, 
burning the grass and trees around the 
positions of their enemies and throw­

. ing burning lances upon the thatched 
roofs of their buildings. They used hid­
den obstacles, and; if necessary, even 
dug trenches. Although their battles 
were usually brief engagements" the 
methods of fighting demonstrated, 
considerable ingenuity. 'The warriors 
would celebrate a victory with songs in 
,which they lauded, their own feats and 
, made fun of the vanquished. War was 
a sort of game in which rival villages 
would test their strength against each 

, other. There was a great show of 
bravado, but as soon as one' side had 

_lost two or three men, it would send a 
; .turtle shell to the enemy as a sign of 

submission_ The conch shell was 
blown ,as a symool of peace. They 
were particularl~ adept at hurling ~I ­
ingstones with such force that ' they 

,could crush a skull. Spears were tipped 
, with barbed human or fishbone, and 
were hurled with deadly precision and 
force. 
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Georgo Anson's detailed skotch of 8 Flying PrOD made 8S 8 result at 
his visit to Tinion in 1742. The word proa is from a Malayan word 
prou, 8 two-ondad boat with 0 latoan. or triangular nil. The sidos 0' 
the Flying Proas. somotimes from three to five foot high. wore made 
with oxpertly crafted planks that woro sewod together with various 
kinds of fiber cords. The undor part of tho hull was usually In one 
pioce and consisted of a log finely carvod to form 8 keel. Tho pros's 
loowa~d side was almost perpendicular, like a wall, while tho wind· , 
ward. or outriggor side. was curvod. A polo mast was stoppod 
within the hull upon tho windw;1rd side. By 1819 tho nativos of th.p 
Marionas hod lost tho knowledgo and skills ndcossory for building 
the Flying PrODS. By thDt time the fast-sailing canoes that were ba­
ing usod came from the Caroline Islands. Moanwhilo. the garalda . 
(glliaidn. B paddling outrigger dugout canoe nover usod with a sail. 
was importBd (probably from tha Philipplnos) and was usad In the 
Mariano Islands. 1 
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~" Fifth in a series' _ : .. : " from the sun so her skin would become I 
white like the first ancestors of her ,. 

By PAUL B. SOUDER' ',. caste, and closely guarded so no ev!lIy 
::;;====;::;=;,:::;::::::;=.:=:;:::::::::::::::==~ disposed person might tempt her with 
Deer Erin, Eric, Csrla, Tommy and ~ food, or take the droppings of her body 
Hanneh, " , . ',,1 with which to evoke magic against her . . 

The prospective groom also had his , 
My most recent letter describt'Jd.j problems. Visitors came wandering in 

whet is known about' the· c~, day after day, and as each delegation 
system of your ChemorrcN arrived he was obliged to repeat the 
forebfJBrs, 'who really ran th" fBmi-'j rituals for the giving and taking of gifts . . 
Iy, and how they spent their tims;' He had to let the leader of each group 
Today I'll talk about highlights· in-1 . seize his hand and rub it across his 
the lives of your ancBStofS-ths-4 breasts and return the greeting by tak­
long 'houss, the marriage ritue/; -9;'. ing the' other's hand and 'placing it on . 
typhoon and'th" reconstruction of:4 his own breast. To each he had to give 
a vil/ags. .,' ., .... .. ;: ~ , "I an offering of .mamao, the ritual gift of 

welcome made up' of a fragment of 
. betelnut and a pinch of fime wrapped 

Young male adults Iive<Uii a ' ;great I in a fresh leaf of the betel pepper. He 
housa" or "long house:: a communal., had to make .flowery speeches of J 
structure frequented by thlt UrritaoS' ! gratitude .for gifts which he w~s Il,er-"i 
or young bachelors. Wherein life was i milled only to touch. The giggling j 
open and free and continually gay. The I women and the joking men followed ; 
communal . houses were provided to 1 him everywhere. invading the privacy : 
the young .urritaos· for purposes of , of his home. plucking at his clothing, i 
companionship. either With their male i almost pushing their fingers into his I 
friends or with young ·women whom] mouth while he ate, so close did they : 
they liad purchased from. their parentSij crowd upon him. He felt like an ~nimal j 
or had hired on a time-arrangement'l on display. . ;.. 1 
basis. This did not seem to affect the ' I. The village threw itself into a frenzy., 
girl's later chances for marriage or the; fl.f preparati0':l when word spread ~hat !. 
man's, and both were u~ually married , !lhe prospective groo~ had rec~lved 
in time to suitable individuals. There ;permission to go on WIth the marnage. 
was apparently no undue promiscuity I lCooking fires smoked. The young men 
to the long-house arrangements, and I '!raveled to and fro to bring the sanc· 
the relationships were as scrupulously · hified red rice which was specially sa v­
guarded and respected as in the most . led for such occasions. Warriors made 
proper marriage. Sexual relations lready their ceremonial dr~ss while 
between kin were considered obscene, ~vomen practiced their dances. Singers 
they did not occur in the long-house ~nd poets prepared verses of adula­
relationships and would not have been :tion. vying for the most extravagant 
tolerated_ - - - lPhrases." Throngs crowded about th.e , 

Marriage amounted almost to pur- !prospective groom and reddened hiS 
chase. A young suitor would be forced 'cheeks with serenades of ribald songs. 
to offer his service to the parents and a l Men of his caste in the vi llage hur-
fee for his bride. The fee might be col- .ried to- dress up the bride-purchase. 
lected either from him or from his !Produce from the land and ocean was 
relatives_ In frequent cases the groom IDiled on· litters, with it the gifts brought · 
himself might have enough property of rby the visitors. and paraded around the ' 

. his own to make a present to the father )village so that every family might .se~. : 
of the bride. ,It was stacked. in front of the bnde s ) 

The . marriage ritual. ' was m.ore ~p3rents· house; to a~pear even greater 
rigorous than it is today. The bndal ~han it was; with lattice framework set · 
prospect was shut away from the pro- .iuP to hold the hUlle piles ,?f taro, 
spective groom and from ev~ryone else 'breadfruit coconut; fish. and nce, and 
in a tiny hut outsid~ the Village: The ~the finest of the gifts placed where 
hut, standing on stilts nearly fifteen lthev were most visible. All the village 
feet high. was only large enough to !came to admire and exclaim at the 
hold her. Its thatched walls and roof Istupendous size of the bride price. 
had no opening . for light and women !How generous was.h~r bridegrooml . 
guarded it day anCl night so no man ~ The bride-price accepted. the party . 
dared come near. She would remain in ;prepared to go for the bride, the men : 
that hut without food through the lwearing hoods of plaited pandanus : 
period of purification. Her mother ~eaves that covered them from head to 
would : make daily offerings to the aist in obedience to ihe' taboo that, 
skulls of the' family ancestors. so they . orbade them to look upoll'~mothers ; 
would tell her in a dream what day was · nd sisters. When they arrived before : 
most proper for the marriage. She was · he hut where the- bride had been : 
hidden from the aniti 'so that'none of '!:. nclosed for the.past month •• the- men)' 

. them,jealous of her coming happiness/; . t ,':on ' their.- haunches, facing t~e 
'!1ightstea~ hersoul. She was s~eltered :: . ~,!,en _seated ·oof,ore.;.!h.!..!!!'t:.?" -.'!S . 



-mOat protecmrs. For a utile while, 
!there was only the rustle of the palm 
,ronds overhead which gradually grew I 
~ouder as the men began beating time 
softly with hands on knees, and the 
\vomen opened the chant of bride giv­
ing. After the bride's mother question­
'ad her daughter on her willingness to 
proceed with the marriage, and after 
'he bride' s con firmation, the mother 
I:hanted "it is good." She turned and 
laced the men . "Make ready 
bridegroom·-your bride comes after 
per bath of p·urification," the final step 
}n the marriage ritual. 
1 Disaster did occasionally hit precon­
,\act Guam as it does today when a 
).yphoon decides it was time to strike. 
1'Jo sun would herald the dawn. Where 

, jt should have been, was only an ir- ' i 
t egular blotch in an eerie yellow fog . . : 
;rhere was no swooping daybreak i 
flights of seafowl, none of the usual 
~ongs of the jungle birds. The water in J 
t he bay was higher than it had been for -i 

I 
long time. '. I 
Through the morning the storm in­

reased in intensity. Winds slowly i 
acked around to the east. The skies' • 

vere darkened by h'eavy, rolling clouds 
ihat raced before the gale. And the I 
brute strength of the rushing air push- ! 

. ad the waves crowding them into the , 
Fonfinad boundaries of the bay where ' 
,they hit the rocky shore, bounding and ! 
rebounding, slashing and chopping at I 
I!ach other until the entire surface of 
ihe sea was an ugly smoke-green color i 
mottled with patches cf dirty white. . 
~Vater surged over the top of the mar- J' 
sh, and washed over land that had not 
~nown the touch' of salt since the-most; 
~rrible storms remembered ,by- the ' ) 

\)rtmsrman. ~ I The roaring gale ripped,thecrests off 
j the waves and hurled them in sheets of 
) spray over the village. The loose debris : 

lin the plaza was torn aloft anll whirled. 
inland. There was a clatter of pottery ' 

,smashed against house-posts, snat~h- i 

l
ed by·the fingers of the storm, which 
zoomed into the jungle. I 

In the dusky light, a dull gray sky I 
. preceded torrential rainfall as it swiftly ' 
~ raced landward in the grip of the , 
j typhoon until the storm joined the : 
~ windswept spray in a banering deluge_ . 
~ Black as ink were the drops. So hard' I did they strike that they appeared to pit . 

I 
the earth. . , ' . ,I 

As suddenly as that first fierce squall . 

1, had burst, it suddenly ceased. It was as ; 
though the typhoon could not con- ! 

llinue so violent an assault without a l pause for breath. ~u~ the attack wa.s 
f quickly resumed wlt~. Incr_e~~ed f:r~c.'-
• !y. -. - ' --,' . 

The houses shook under the blast of a few seconds, there was no danger tOjl 
air and water. Pillars groaned as the fife. The peep'" shivered under their I 
tumbling waters raced around them. dismal shelters. They could make nol ' 
Next door the roof of a house flapped , fires. They had nothing to drink or eat 
in frenzied protesl, then soared away I' except a little raw rice. . 
to burst against the trees. The palms 1 The winds slowly died away. The 
along the shore bowed and twisted ' heavy rains continued for an hour or 
under the rush of wind, their crowns ! two. Then they dwindled and finally 
snatched off the swaying trunks and : ceased. ,. 
shot off into the murkey distance. Bun- : Only a few houses in the village sur­
ches , of coconuts were flung ear- ' vived the typhoon, and they leaned 
thward, their fall unheard. . sickly on broken props. Only the ston , 

The people were . dazed by the , pillars of one of the houses remained_ : 
sledge-hammer blows, many rushing The canoe· sheds and communa~ 
from their collapsing homes only to storehouses left no fragments ta show! ·1 
dash blindly back and forth across the where they had been. Every tree in thl!! ' 

. rain-swept plaza. ',- '. " , coconut grove was either broken by! , 
Now t~e-great waves encroache~ on the winds or uprooted by.the wate;., : . 

the plaza itself -and the dwellings ' On the few trunks that still stood 1m : ' 
nearest the bay stood in swirling mud; place could be seen the muddy mark o~ . 
dy water. , . - 'l the flood's crest, nearly ten feet abovS! 

Over the meadow between the the usual level of the bay. Great blocks! 
village and the bay children wer~ of coral had been tom out of the seal! 
knocked over by th~' gale and rolled and ~wept inland. A wall of mud ~lnd: 
along ' until they crashed against the rubbish had been washed up against;. 
trees or houseposts. There was the the jungle. ' !I 
crash of an uprooted palm; anothei . In the aftermath of the typhoon, t.hB; , 
was broken off halfway up its trunk: Village had to be, completely rebUilt.! 
The roaring river, ~ipped at its banks Men planted sttlrdy tree !runks to!I' 
u!1der the pressure of the flood it wrui make the four posts of thell homes. ' 
carrying from inland. i About .five feet above .the ground: 

People moved slowly: Tha jungle cross-pieces of heavy timber were l 
was so dark that many feared the evil ! lashed to the posts to form a .rough: 
presence of aniti . Mothers wailed fo~ I squa~e . Spht b amboo was laid fo r. 
lost children. The heavy rains pounde~ floonn.g and the walls, also of bambOO", 
through the cover of trees, bring in!! I were t!ed to the co~ner ~osts. - , 
down showers of leaves. Now and, I While the men Vied With on~ anothe~ ' 
again the terrific blasts of wind would ! In the speed of construction, Ih;>!, 
rip off a huge branch and fling it down 1 women wove mats from the sp"" 
upon the marchers. , 1 ! leave~ of the pa.ndanus. These n:ats:' 

As the tribe anived at the inland rics i were Interlaced diagonally. By the tim'll' 
fields there came a great burst of tor~ I th.e ridge-poles of the homes,had bee~ , 
rential rainfall, followed by a long lull in I raised, each twenty feet above the 
the typhoon All the houses used b~ I floor, and the roof-rafters had beell , 
the Mana'changs had been wrecked! .Iaid, sloping steeply from the ridge4i 
and the rice was destroyed, slashed! pole;; to the wall.s, the women wera I , 
down as by a machete. Devastatior1j puttong the mats on place. Three larg~~, 
was everywhere. .The black dwarfS! , n:a!S were hu~g , fro,!, the rafters td ~ 
who stayed in their houses were killed' I diVide each bUilding onto four roomsl : 
Those who remained in the fields wer.;j ' T~ere were. common floor m~ts~' 
still alive, though paralyzed by freight. i diagonally braided, and softer sl~pl~g 

Men collected the broken branchesi I mats, some of them extremely. line In ' 

and smashed trees flung Into the fieldsll texture being made from the leaves of 
by the storm and with them built the pandanus. Water vessels wer~ 
rough shelters'. The women gathered: I fashioned from lengths .of large hollow 
what little food might be found along 1 I bamboo stalks, five or SIX feet long and 
the edge of the jungle: The! I ope[l at one .end, fillad, and suppon~ 
Mana'changs searched for what ricej I against the Side of a wall for storage. :\ 
might be left " 1 . Coarsely woven pandanus. held 

For two hOUis the -strange calm , ~verything from d~ed breadfruit to 
lasted before the typhoon broke again., i nce. Everyone camed a s,mall fin~I'i 
The wind shifted around to the nor-II woven sack of some 'type of native I 
theast. The .air was thick with flying ' material to hold his individual supply of I 
din , and small stones. In the jungle , betel nut and pepper leaves and _. 
could be heard the crash of falling 
trees. But though the wind whistled . 
over the open fields, though,the heavy l' 
rains turned them into a swamp within 

: 



necessary pinch 'bf lime. ' Coarsa 
baskets were created from the so~ 
fresh coconut leaves as the need 
arose. These were utilized until th~' 
were stiff and dry and then discarded 
probably into a kitchen fire to swell th 
blaze. Bamboo baskets were the mo i 
pliable of .. all types and. the mos 
durable. 

Where, only a few days before, ha 
been only a bare windswept meado 
with a few forlorn stone pillars stan 
ding above·the earth, was now a bust! 
ing village of dwellings set in a doubl 
row around a central plaza. 

But the town was not complete 
. Three buildings, greater than any fami 

Iy house, were rising swiftly under th 
communal efforts of all. Two of th 
were hardly more than covered shed 
along 'the waterfront, divided into u 
per and lower sections by a platform 
Below the platform were stored th 
large canoes, the praos, owned i 
common by the entire tribe and u 
for long voyages or warfare; abqv . 
were the supplies of food whilch· th 
community had brought, and whic 
would soon be increased by the fi 

ha.;.v::~hird large l)uilding was er~e~ 
some distance from the village, nea . 
the edge of the jungle. No women or 
married men were permitted to heIP~'n 
its erection. No women were permitte 
to step across a tabooed circle plac 
around it. Nothing touched by a, 
woman might go into the house. The! 
urritao, the bachelorsrwho were to oc~ 
cupy this house even refused to accePj 
the customary feminine labors of mat 
making and wove the mats 
themselves, using them only to diVid~ 
the great barracks into cells. -

When the roofs were thatched, th ' 
cooking pits dug alongside the· en 
trance of each home, and the skulls o~ 
ancestors hung from the ridge-poles, 
the great feast began. The trib 
chanted its songs. It boasted of it~ 
renown among all the tribes of Guam; 
its prowess in battle, the speed of it 
canoes, the cleverness of its children; 
the beauty of its women, and the total 
superiority of the clan over every othe 
race on earth. The men danced. Th 
women danced. The young boys con 
tested in strength and marksmanship 
And always food was served. Even th 
ancestral skulls felt the steam of cook 
ed food smoking through their caveri 
nousnoses. .;. --,', 1 

The village was semicircular. The ~t-

cha'ot lived in the southern half whilli 
the Matua lived in the northern halH 
the position of the houses indicated 
the rank of the occupants. The hous4 
of a Matua was usually composed of 
four rooms. The first room was hi~ . 
resting room during the day, a sort oJ 
parlor where visitors were to b~ 
greeted and where food was to bE! 
eaten. The next room was the place fat 

. sleep, distinguished by the' raised bun~ 
fixed on the wall. In the rear were the 
fruit storeroom and the workroom. ., 

The houses were fully equipped. Thlt 
corner posts were painted in brillant 
designs of black and red. Bamboo 
water con tainers were set in th~ 
storeroom. Earthen dishes were in th~ 
workshop. Stone scrapers, ·. mortars 
and pestles, kneading troughs, all tha 
impedimenta of a household were irl 
place; Mats were on the flOOIS, and on 
the bunks. The cooking pit waited for d 
fire. Heaps of taro, yams, breadfruit! 
rice, sugarcane, coconuts and bananas 
waited to be cooked. l 

Touring the village, one could SIH! 
how the community maintained 
themselves. The men were competent 
farmers. They cultivated breadfruit 
trees by cuttings from the .old plantsJ 
They raised three kinds of yams, and 
propagated bananas. They set out and 
cared for large fields of aggak, fronj 
whose leaves they wove their matsj ' 
baskets, hats, sails, and textiles. ~ 

Their fishing was of many variaties] 
including a curious kind of chumming1 
Coconut meat was chewed to a fine 
pulp, replaced in the shell, which was 
then lowered into the water about fi~ 
feet. The line was shaken up and dow 
causing the pulp to come out of th 
shell ... Every day, in mid-moming ancl 
for nearly two weeks, the men con1 
tinued to feed the fish WIth the pulp. ~ 

No attempt was made to catch the 
fish until they had adequate time to arJ 
rive from their breeding grounds in thd 
ocean. Then they were seined up, thi! 
seining continuing, until Novemberl 
when the fish would again leave the 
island for a period of six months. ~ 

Ufe was not all drudgery, and wlJeri 
people celebrated they let go in danc4 
ing. Young warriors would swarm intd 
the plaza, howling a chant of glory] 
Their tanned legs pushed alternatel~ 
through their festive attire; knee-Iengt~ 
skirts of red, green, and yellow banan~ 
leaves hanging from the waist. To th 
notes of reed flutes the warrior 
enacte_d in ~O~91!!ld dance the legends 

30 · 

of tribal glories. Now and again one of 
the dancers would leap from the circle 
and dash to the chief's house where he 
would scream an account of that day's 
victory. Praises climbed to 
unbelievable heights as each tried to 
'surpass the others. 

.The men at last retired to give place 
to the women. Each of them wore a 
cagelike dress of tree roots adorned 
with pendants of seedling coconuts_ 
Around the midnight black.of their oil-, 
ed hair were · clusters of small red 
shells. . 

Whne the interlocked rows swayed , 
back and forth, singing a curious , 
chant, they began a fast-foot danee, ; 
swaying. tossing and twisting only the J 

arms and upper bodies. Faster and : 
faster thay moved, shaking rattles until , 
the seedling coconuts of their dresses 
tossed and leaped, their breasts ', 
quivered and the long strands of their 
black hair floated like seaweed in the :, 

. wind, 
All was not necessarily peaceful in 

early Guam. There were villages who ' 
. hungered for more food though they 
had enough, seeking more lands ; 
though every family had its portion, 
making themselves unhappy in their 
jealousy of other tribes. So they decid­
ed to make war on . one of the 
neighboring villages. To avoid news of 
their intentions if they sailed arour:d 
the island, they marj:hed overland, car­
rying a great war canoe. Mapappa, the 
Ancient who flew with the wings of a 
gull called on Gamshon, the hundred­
armed, to tum the invaders from their 
foolishness and together they pulled 
up the land in the west until it became , 
high hills. But the attacker did not heed 
the warning of that miracle and, when 
they were forced to halt for the night at 
Fena, boasted on how they-/1ad over­
come obstacles and how they would 
destroy their victims in the moming. 

The two Ancients were offended. All 
through the night Mapappa flew back 
ar,d forth, carrying the warriors of the 
victim village to Fena. And when the 
sun rose in the moming, Mapappa's 
great wings blew up great clouds of 
dust. The invaders awoke in dismay 
only to sea their best fighters snatched 
up by Gamshon and dashed to death 
against the newly-raised mountains_ t 

When the battle was ended Mapap-:. 
pa tumad the invaders'. war canoe to 
stone for all Guam to see and 
remember how the Ancients dealt with 
those who loved w,lr _. '-__ .~._. ~,_;;. _ , 
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of human life along that portion of the I 
two islands. visible from the fleet. Here 
was not a single bird, but whole flocks ' 
cutlln!! through the air, screaming im. ' 
precations at the strange visitors I 

The TrinilX led the ~ay slowly along 
the coast, vainly seeking an opening in 

My latest lett';;'ctJllered some 0 the reef that barred the shore. At the 
the important aspects In the lilieS' end of the second island, an effort was 
of your ancestot'S in ancient Guam.l made to move about the point to find a 
7i d. I haven, but the men were too feeble to 
o ay, .will touch on that event, manage the maneuver. All thel'r efforts 

which forever changed Guam and. ed h 
its people. _ the discollery of the; seem opeless. Here was land, but 
Marianas by a Spaniard. . I unappro~ch.abl&. Then one mariner 

. ~w ~ third Island off to the southwest 
J ' ' . and the fleetrelucian'tly steered there. ' 

In 1521. A.D., Magellari sighted the Never had hours,seemed so long as 
Marianas.. A chronicler of his voyage those during which the fleet made the 
(as visualized by Charles Ford in his! crossing. Coming close enough it was 
Death Sails with Magellan, published, seen that this island was great~r than 
in 1937) described portions of the: those left I;lehind. At fi,st it seemed 
event as follows: , I flat, with · only a few isolated hills 

Off to the West, what seemed al breaking outof the leVels of the shore. ' 
blink of clouds lying low against the, Then, as the fleet mQved along the 
waters, coalesced, gathered form, ~ e~st coast! the land. cli iti11etl ~.\eadily" 
grew ((1ore solid. Here and there, a thin! higher until the soaring cliffs to'~ehrd" 
almost imperceptible streak of rose ' nearly six hun~red feet' above.'"the· 
curved along the sky. [ waves. .t:., s~rifos of terraces, each . ! covered With heavy growth of briliiant 

When the Conception rolled down , green shrubbet?,., ran along the chalk· 
to starboard the land leaped up . When I gray rampartS, contrasting sharply 
it rolled back again to port the Innd ; with the bold, bare walls between each 
sank below the line of the gunwale. It ~ level. And on the summit were the 
was a scene of nwe, Dr reverent '. outerlimits of a dense forest. . 
wonder as the fleet s teered closer. It r One could see the ceaseless conflict 
wes not th2 land that slowly emerged ~ of land and sea. Each great roller that 
from the seas , it was the endleSS westa; swept down from the northeast was as 
of waters slowly receding, slowly rail. ~ straight as a line of parading soldiers. 
ing back into the fountains of the deep ; As the west flank of each swell neared 
from which they had spouted. As the ' the coast it lagged behind the even 
land emerged, the green became more i front and then, as though trying to . 
vivid and the shoreline became more t catch up, rose higher and higher to a 
definite. One could distinguish twa ' sawtoothed crest before it tumbled 
islands, each rimmed with restless fro ~ headlong, the rocks along the ' 
ing~s of white and ·separated by a I shoreline ripping and tearing it into 
channel of blue water. The nearer of. foaming fragments; so the advance of 
the two was now abreast of the fleet, " the wave was marked by the line of its ~ 
rising from a girdle of bright green broken end down the full length of the ~ 
vegetation to soaring heights of jagged I land. . . ~l. 
stone that were washed in a film of ' At the fifteenth mile, the cliffs drew 
opalescent hue. Shifting lines of light i back from the coast to reveal a river . 
and shadow bewildered the eye into an ' cUiVing through a fertile valley. A tiny ' 
unwilling belief that this might y~t be · village lay half-hidden under the trees 
only a mirage of cloud formation . on th~ shore. Inside the bay a number , 

Now the three caravels came so of small canoes moved to and fro . The 
close to the nearer island diat one fleet moved in to meet them. But ' 
could hear the crash of breakers ham. broad reefs enclosed the small harbor ! 
ll1ering the shore. Ii was 'one-' grea! and forced it to goon.' . • i 
m.cuntain, rising from the buttressed . Som~ of the can~ that were seerl" 
cllHs a.lon~ the coast in a jumble of ' In the Ittlle bay humed b~ck to shore • . 
~teep !Ochnes and towering heights. I larger canoes rus~ed out Into the surf. ' 
,he flanks of the mountains and in the I . Two of them humed down the coast, I 
crevices of its chasms ' b~shes and obviously ' to spread warning .: The~' 
tr~s veneered the-gray ~nd black'rock ot~ers cam~<:I~!. t~ i')SPeC~th. e t!'r!:e 
WIth emerald and olive. From around shIPS. '.i ~.::.::: _=_"..~~~~~_:,.v f' ;j~~: . 

• the ' southem. point, appeared some I 
! .. tiny" black ' spec5-_ They. · Jooked like 
.~ ca~oes • . But . they disappeared ~so 
c qUI~kly that ' they· wer&- more . likely 
: resting ·gulls .. :t.:here was nD-i~dication -. 



Never had the men seen such craft 
as these. Each seemed to be a double 
boat, one part smaller than that which ' . 
carried its crew and joined to it by two 
round poles. Each canoe was painted 
in combinations of black and red. The 
canoes were long and narrow, riSing at 
both ends in high, rounded beaks 
Tha.t side nearest the outrigger wa~ 
straIght as a wall. Directly amidst a 
mast carried a single lateen sail made 
of broad, sun-dried leaves sewed 
~gether. _~_ . . ., 

One could watch the seamanship of . 
the inhabitants with wondering­
delight. Running before the wind, they , 
easily outdistanced the fleet. And, as 
though they were playing with it, they , 
raced in and out between the· three" 
caravels, and held each one in a cirel- . 
ing ring. There was never a momenrs,! 
hesitation in any canoe when the tack · 
was to be made, the . men in them ! 
scrambling from one end of the craft to 
the other, and the sail turned about. : 
The canoe would stop short, then· dart1 . 
off at a new.-angle into,the wind, .and

l always the- outriggl!l' '' kept .~ to · the ' 
weather side. So the·fleet went on fod 
~nother five. miles accompanied by the' - , -.-... . --.... ~ .-- , - , ... - - --.- - - ..... . 

":; ; , 
hi '·Victoria." P:':c:o';:Ourt...,of M.),RC 



" 

shouting rowers who kept their canoes 
circling the three while ' overhead 
squalled the gathering flocks of 
seabirds. Then, as the expedition pass­
ed a flat foreland, the coast unex­
pectedy opened into a narrow bay. The 
capitana turned west here, followed by 
the Victoria and the Conception. Hard­
ly had the signal been given to drop an­
chprs when dozens of the double 
canoes, coming out from the head of ' 
the bay, surrounded the fleet. 

Magellan placed the fleet so as to 
command the haven, the vessels lying. 
in a line between the northern and 
southern shores. There was ceaseless 
conflict of land and sea. Each great 
roller that swept down from the nor- · 
theast was as straight- a9 ,a ' lin&' of 
parading soldiers. As' the west flimk' of 
each swell neared the coast it lagged 
behind the even front and then, as 
though trying to catch up, rose highsf' .­
and higher to a sawtoothed erast ­
befole it tumbled headlong, the rocks 
along the shoreline ripping and tearing 
it into foaming fragments, so the ad­
vance of the wave was marked by the 
line of its broken end down the full 
length of the land. " 

The cliffs drew back from the coast 
to leveal a river curving through a fer­
tile valley. A tiny village lay half-hidden 
under the trees on the shale. Inside the 
bay a number of small canoes moved 
to and fro. The fleet moved in to meet 
them. But broad leefs enclosed the 
small harbor and forced it to go on. 

On deck, there was a sense of anxie­
ty, of insecurity. The guards and gun­
ners staggered to their ' posts, weak­
legged, wondering how' they might 
resist the rush of the savage hordes 
should they chance to attack. So, in 
the first few minutes after the fleet's 
arrival, there was an interval of indeci­
sion, the ships fearfully aware of their 
weakness and the natives restrained by 
a fear of the strange. But far from 
assaulting, the natives proved to be 
friendly and easy-mannered, On one of 
the canoes a native stood erect holding 
in his uplifted arms a polished tortoise 
shell as a sort of peace symbol . 

The mariners shouted and gestured . 
their needs. Mistaking that call and 
motion as a signal of welcome, the 
Chamorros lost their momentary fear 
and hurried forward. Some of them 
clambered aboard · the · Trinity's 
longboat, - playfully fingering the 
pain ter which tied it to the stern, until it 
was unloosened and the boat began to. 
drift. ' .. ~'::' A-t. '.' , _ _ ,-

The algua2i1,::,benOw~ down at .the 
visitors cursingtnem to get out of the 
boat .....;hile.the~stared up at him, vain-
I ~ . ""'-:<~!'''=er::L..'~d · rL·IS-·'· anger y trt'rh"";;~~ .. U"!,, S:~ I .:.! 1 . .- . 

. :rr~e'!~~~~~~'1!!.~.p.!lQIC". J:1_~. <;:.al1:. 

ed up ' an arquebusier. "Shoot ' these 
damned thieves," he shouted. The gun 
was fired. At that close range the bullet 
could not miss, and the visitor tumbled 
into the water where his arms thrashed 
wildly before he sank. The rest of the 
Chamorros looked on astonished, 
unable to comprehend the flash of fire 
from the ' arquebus, the sharp explo­
sion, and the almost instantaneous 
death. In the next moment they burst 
out into cries of resentment. Those 
few who had brought their weapons -
stones and untipped wooden spears -
flung them at the Trinity. 

The shouting, the gunfire, the 
shrieks of the inhabitants, and the wild 
cursing . of the seamen brought 
Magellan out of his cabin. He waited 

. only for the briefest explanation before 
he · ordered every guardsman to 
prepare for battle. 

The ehamorros raced away to their· 
village taking up their stand on the' 
shore. Led by Magellan, the forty 
guardsmen pressed close behind and, 
in their eagerness to kill, sprang from 
the boat and waded through the 
swamp. Before the defenders could 
toss their spears, the soldiers fired a 
volley from the arquebuses into the . 
crowding mass. A dozen men were kill­
ed. The others stood firm for a mo­
ment like a herd of frightened deer, 
then whirled about in a rush to'safety. 

Magellan yelled on his soldiers, who 
had paused after their first volley, and 
they raced after the fl eeing men, stab­
bing, slashing, shoo ting arrows. In a 
frenzy born of smoking blood, they 
spared no one. Women who stopped 
to snatch up children were struck 
down. A group of infants, cowering 
together in terror, was ruthlessly 
slaughtered. When the soldiers came 
to the village, their wild war-cries 
mingled with the screams of their vic­
tims. Out from each hpuse, the in-

. . habitants " scurried, pursued by the 
soldiers to the edge of the jungle. 
: A third of the village was massacred, 

and not content, Magellan command­
ed the village destroyed. Every house 
was ransacked and its goods tossed 
out in wild disorder. But it was clear to 
the- mariners who were watching that 
Magellan failed to find what he sought. 
He was seen to slash his sword against 
the nearest hut in a fit of rage, strike a 
flint to a torch, lay it against the hut, 
then hand it to a soldier to continue the 
destruction. ' . . 

Soon the entire vii/age was: a _ 
crescent-shaped fire. The dead and dy~' 
ing were flung into the flames, and it · 
was only when the last poor hut was 
reduced to faintly glowing embers that 
the guards were called off" Only Jour 

.\ smoke-plackened ~t0l!e, pil~ars .rema.in-

ed standing in the heap-of asheswhen, 
the forty soldiers marched back to their i 
boat with food ravished from the , 
village. . . " . ' 1 

From afar came the liquid, lingering. ! 
mournful coo of a bird not yet asleep •• 
The wind whispered through the. 
shadowed trees. The hollow thud of! 
the surf tolled a dismal dirge. .j 

The quick dusk of tropic hight 
enclosed the fleet . The unending roar ' 
of the breakers boomed ominously; 
through the night. Men slept fitfully-.: 
half-expecting the enraged victims to· 
return in attack. . : 

But when the next moming gave- nU; 
sign of the residents, when noon came 
without a single hint of retaliation from· 
the silent forest or the rolling ocean,; 
the mariners grew bolder. ' When they. 
were sent ashore they learned what· 
had so angered the captain-general 
wh&n the villaga had been ransacked ... 
It was gold they were told to hunt for 
- gold and jewels, and spices and silks 
and satins. But though fowl were 
found in the forest clearings, though in 
the ashes of the storehouses were 
found fruits and vegetables and jisb, ' 
none of those things Magellan wanted 
were to be had. 

For the rest of that day and the next 
the crews rowed to and from their 
ships, filling the holds with all the food 
they could gather, washing out the 
slimy water casks and refilling them at 
the river. J ust southwest of the fleet's 
anchorage, a small cove opened into 
the land. a catch basin for the waves 
driven along by the steady trade­
winds. To the west of the cove was a 
cape rising sixty feet from' the bay. On 
the north ,shore, which was almost 
without indentation, a narrow shingle 
'beach was backed by a bluff which 
rose into the terraced cliffs that had 
been seen from the ocean. In the west 
was a narrow valley, and through it ­
curved a river that emptied into the bay 
through a swamp. The fleet feasted on 
the stolen provisions though most of 
them were strange. They were-the first. · 
Europeans to taste coconut. They ' 
decided it must be food, since the 
island residents bethered to collect it, 
but they found it difficult to decide- on 
how it was eaten. When the outer husk 
was pulled .off, they were puzzled by i 
the fibrous stone-hard inner shell. A 1 
disgusted sailor plunged his, dagger ' 
through one of the three "eyes!'. and . 
found, the blade covered with- a milk)! i 
fluid which he licked. His surprised and! 
gratified exclamation told his mates of~ 
the excellence of cool coconut juice..~ 
They were also the first Europeans tOJ 
ta~te lJananas,-w~icl) they thought Oi 
queer·kind·ot.!ig-'with. its reddish skin' 

. .'l.nd.~~ft.tY'h!!~,_sweet pulP'"%c' ~ ~; . ; .•. ~ 
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The skull-aricestoi,"'woisliip ' cult 
the Makahnas showed evidence a 
sutvival potential, in the belief of man 
on Guam in the taotaomona. Thes 
headless spirits were believed to be in , 
visible departed souls who return t 
the island in human form, and · wh 
were likely to be encountered i 
remote areas, resembling the invisibl I 

aniti. They were thought to be larg 
and strong, and sometimes extrem~1 
hideous to look upon. They had speci 
likes and dislikes, abhored women an 
children and could not abide the sigh 
of a pregnant lady. Ma'1Y taboo word ! 
and custom.s develope~ from ~~is belie i 
in the survival of anCient SPirits, anQ . 
frequently an amulet was used \yith;1 ' 
red blanket, representing fire, to war~{ ! 
off sickness an.d death from thi 
unseen Torce. 

Some believe that th'El taotaomon 
WBre formerly ma' gas or chiefs c 
various localities, who jealously guard 
ed their district including hunting, co 
lecting, and fishing rights. . 

There are those who believe th 
certain individuals had a taotaomon 
helper.. called a gatchong, wh 
assisted them in feats of stre~gt~ .an

1
1 daring. Gatchongs were not inVISible l' 

and could only assist when thei . 
human master was with them. j 

The taotaomona also imposed cer . 
tain taboos on trespassers. In the area 
outside their home district, childre 
and adults would ask permission of th I 
local taotaomona before defiling th 
ground. Some elders believed that if 
person uttered a taboo word aloud i 
the jungle, he might get swellings in hi I 
mouth, feet, or other body parts l' 
Taotaomona had an unplea~nt bod • 
odor, and sometimes spoke in a 
unknown tongue. When fisherme i 
would see blue or red lights on th i 
shore or reef at night, they waul I 
return home for they were sure that th r 
taotaomona were fishing with torches '1 
and they would not catch any fish. . ' 

The duhende were believed to. in 
habit the jungles of Guam, and wer 
capable of carrying away children an 
casting spells upon them .... ,'-.. ". 

The banyan tree waS" regarded wit 
d,ead as the home of those ancesto \. 
called bihu today:,hBbark'onhe b~ . 
nvan tree is still used. by s~me he . 
doctors to cure iilness, especlallythos 
c~used by supernatural agents. C: ': • 

The two decades" following ' th '1 
establishment of the mission wer . 
years of decline. Guam was the seen ! 
of intermittent fighting and natural I 
disaster, . the ·" resident ,· . populati~n . 
decreasing from 50,000-· to 5,000 In· . 
dividuals. Typhoons in ·167l. and .1~, I 
and a smallpox epidemic.from ·Mex!~,o " 
in 1688 contributed to t~e decrease.!:.:. .. 

. At ' thB':"end"of , the-l1tb... Cent,ury, 
ChristianitY was firmly established, '~c· 

.pted.as·the: religio.us' ~el!ef. '!t.<';l!lIm 

residents': The old religion ' based on 
myths, superstition, and ancestor war· 
ship was replaced, although some of 
the old beliefs occasionally surface, 
even today. , 

The Viceroy of Mexico, by royal 
decree in 1681 defined the political 
status of the Chamorros by granting 
them legal equality with other Spanish 
subjects. On this occasion, the Military 
Governor entertained the Chamorri 
chiefs with a feast, distributed presen 
among the ' people, and placed th 
police of· the. various villages· unde 
their Chamorri leaders. Govemo 
Savaria then appointed Antonio Ayhi' 
a Chamorri, to be the Lieutenan 
Govemor, a real first on the isl~n 
since the arrival of the Spanish. 

It was at this time that the islande 
began to adopt . the manners 'an 
customs of the Spaniards .. Craftsme 
were sent to the various villages t 
teach handicrafts, the manufacture a 
linen and other useful trades. Childre 
were'taught the rudiments of re~din 
and writing. A positive change I~ at 
titude occurred. The people recelv 
religious instruction with more en 
thusiasm. New churches were can 
structed, and missionaries left for th 
northern islands. However, Guam con 
tinued to languish as a quiet outpost. a 
new Spain. It was an era of relatlv 
peace and quiet, broken .only by th 
annual visits of the Manila galleons, 
and the intrusions of pirate ships an 
other foreign visitors. 

:- : ~ :' u ... 

.. :' , .• 

Father Sanvitores, who" brought I 
Spanish culture and Christianity to 
Guam, was a Jesuit. His corppanions:-; 
were not only missionaries and , 
teachers, but were also scientists; 1 
geographers, financiers, . and . ad" l 
ministrators. They created a fann cal~. 
ed San Ignacio de Tachogna in centra : ( 

. Guain. Catdeswere raised to breed for· 
island stock, along with stallions and.l 
brood mares. The padres introduced;. 

. the carabao from the Philippines, ' 
which pmved to be docile and usefut:l 

, on island fanns. Under' Jesuit supervH 
sian, ' Chamorros became more effi·'i 
cient farmers, growing maize and : 
~amotes ar sweet potatoes from Mexj 
leo. . 4 

. An elementary school was est.l!blish;'j· 
ed shortly after Padre Sanvltores ', 
death, named the Cotegio de San Juan1 
de Latran, and endowed with a fund of i 

·3,000 pesos a year by Queen Maria:! 
Ana, to memorialize the eHorts of San-, 
vitores, and give oHicial recognition to i 
the new name of the island,s in honor 1 
of the Queen of Spain . .. ' 

~ . . .. . .,;. .... - ~. 
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Seventh in a series 

By PAUL B. SOUDER 

I On June 15, 1688, Father Sanvitores 
established his mission with a staff of 
four other Jesuit priests, a lay brother ' 
~nd some Filipino assistants. A military =============::-= garrison force headed by a Spanish 

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, Tommy & 
Hannah: 

In my last latter, I described 
Magellan's discovery of the 
Marianas. Today, I will review the 
two centuries after his arrival; the 
first differed little from those prior 
to his visit. The next 100 years in­
volved war, epidemics, and 
typhoon, which almost wiped out 
the Chamorros. 

It is not my intention to write a 
scholarly history of Guam, that has 
already been accomplished by a 
numbar of talon ted individuals. I 
do hope to bring alive for you soma 
of your ancestors by name, wha.t 
wes important to them, thalr 
lifestyle, and the pert they played 
in the development of Guam. 
Visitors to Guam, since its 
discovery by the Spanish, mention­
ed e number of your forobearers,. 
which helps to round out what we 
know of how they fir into the 
sch9me of things, during the time 
in which they lived. 

Captain and 32 Spanish and Filipino; 
soldiers supported his mission. San- ! 
jlitores, his staff, and the troops receiv­
ed a friendly welcome from the 

1.1 

islanders, probably because they were 
the first visitors who treated your 
chamorro ancestors with courtesy and 
kindness. 

, 1 Chief Ouipuha of Agana gijve the 

I \'lission a plot of land for the con- '. 
lltruction of a church, on which the 

"

gana Cathedral is located today. 
! - Initially, the mission was successful, 
1- ut as the year progressed, some in-

t 
~ividuals felt that the new r~l!gion bas-

~ 
on love, mercy, and Mmlhty, as ad- 'j 

· inistered by the priests, made for a 
· . , ighly restrictive lifestyle. It deprived ! 
~ lhem of the fre9dom they were used to : 
f. and threatened to ' change their I 
1 ~ustom, their habits, and even the way I 
· they did or did not dress. : 
i lOne of the first problems which 

r' ~rose between the missionaries and 
their converts related to the existing · , 

I class system. The Chamorri chiefs and 

I members of the upper classes Ie­
huasted that the padres discontinue I "aptizing people of lower caste, feeling 

, that such persons were not entitled to 

I ~uch a benefit. The missionaries 
pisagreed. . 

The Chamorros enjoyed a period of Relations b~tween the _ P!iests and 
relative obscurity from 1521 until 1668, I ',Chamorros went from bed to WOr.;.<) . . 
interrupted occasionally by the! I The padres were accused of baptizing 
apearance of foreign sailing vessels in I children desJ:ite the threats of the 
the waters surrounding their I jfathers and tearful prayars of the 
homeland. Treatment of the island mothers. : 
residents by these ' visitors was · The priests angered the Makahne 
sometimes baner, and occassionally . lor wise men in efforts to destroy their 
worse than that initiated by Magellan hereditary influence over the people, 
and his crew. . ,declaring them to be imposters and . 

On January 16, 1565, Legazpi came jpriests of a falsa religion. They attac~- , 
'ashore to perform the formal ceremony oed the freedom of' the Urritaos or ; 
of making Guam a possession of lbachelors by efforts to abolish th9ir 
Spain. Afterwards, he and his !,omp!", houses in which young men lived with 
nions gathered around a hastily built unmarried women. They tried to aiter 
altar, whem Padre Urdaneta celebrated the custom wherebY 'parents received 
mass. Guam thus beC2ma a part of the . presents from bridegrooms for their 
sovereign em!?ire of Spain__ __' _ ._ ._ ... . ,j:laughters, and tried to end the invoca-I F~the -;;~xt hundred years, Guam ~ion of the Aniti or spirits. They taught 
Vias not only visited by explorers and that it was wrong to worship the skulls 
adventurers, but became a regular stop pf ancestors. " 

, " (or the Spanish galleons bound from ! The Makahna", however, thrived 

j f-capulco to Manila. The galleons took during this time with their exhorta-
~. '::;, • on water at Umatac, and in exch~nge ' *ions. superstitions, and taboos;- op-

- lor irori nails, local traders prOVided posing the Christian faith and blocki"9 '. 
'j lice in 70 to 80 pound bags. It has been the progress of · the Jesuits. Both ' ! 

reported that frequently on such an ,:x- group~ engaged iii;j "holy" war to br.r;· 
bhange, after the rice was pulled up In- ing disrepute upon the other, eactt: 
10 the boat by means of a rope i group declaring their foes as lia~' 1;, 
(because the suppliers .would not trade !I ' charlatans, and worshiPJ:ers of fa ! 
butside of their canoes), the packages gods. However, the Jesuits had th ; 
~ould be opened, revealing a top layer i backing of the Spanish troops. ·Th· · 1 

, of rice covering straw and stone. support finally 'oVerthreW-the power . I 
those who practiced the jest would 1 the Makahna., although not with~ , 
~ugh lu.st!ly,_?~d.~? ~~o~ t.~:~vessel to I blo,?dsh~ at the hanGs Of the Spanis~ I 
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A sketch, made in 1620, of naked Cha morros looking at foreign ships anchored near Guam . 
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. :" Ono 'of tho' difficult tusl<s' o1.tho Sponlsh missionaries wos to compol tho, Chnmorros to woor clothos. Long of tor 
thu conquest, it was a common ~i(Jht in rurnl uruns to 500 men. wornun. lind children going about tholr duily 

. tasl<s little or no clothing. • . , 
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Eighth in a series " 'Ii known as the cabeza de barangay, 

took the census, collected taxes 
By PAUL B. SOUDER ' ' ,1 distributed public funds; ' and- wa~ 

:=]~;;::~~=j~;'=~~~~=:::::~ responsible for supervising the public 
Dear Erin .. Eric, Carla, Tommy . 'labor of his group, 

and Hannah: I In 1710, money was so scarce that 
the 200 soldiers stationed On island 

In my last letter, I enumef71ted ,were paid only once a year. To escape-
soma of the trials and tribuletions inclusion in this situation, the Chamor-

:'1 of ,Your ancestors in an era of inter- roslbegan to plant rice on an expanded 
mlttent' war, natural, disaster and s~ .. as well as other agricultural pur-

Q) . diseasa, which almost wiped out SUits, " 
,,. your forebeBTers. Today" I will in- _ Chamorro men were stlll agile in 
"I 'j trodu7a ' you to soma of your their use of slings and lances, and con-
t:) 'Spamsh anc9Stors, a portion'--of' tinued their ancient adeptness with-..;:: ;i whosa gana5 lua a part of you"" their proas, - -
..... ChBmorrobloodstrsam". -- ' __ ~' ,, _ The highest'official in-(luam in ae-- 'i

J 
- '- , cordance with Spanish- Ia-:, and 

C ~-! By 1700, Spanish- control - firmlYj custom, was the Govemor who was 
W "~ established some 3600 hectares or five sometimes called the alC:Ude-majo~ .. oS percent of Guam for the benefrt of thei The second in rank was the. sargent~' "i:::l ,~ Governor. Originally established under! major. He was the commandant of 
.... ~i the system of encomlendas, thE!"j troops. and was responsible for the 
..... """"' Governor entrusted large- tracts to' military affairs of the island. His 
Cll 0 : I~aders who had given-outstanding ser~1 responsibility was- subordinate to' the-

"!'»wI ~Ice, The traditional system of land : governor, although on - occasion he 
, . ....... 'PoiJ rights , remai~ed under the hewlyJ would serve as acting governor. These 

O ;;: ...trl.... established - Island elite. The en:..:j officials both lived in Agana. BecaUSE!" ' 
~ comendero derived income from the-j , 01 its population and as the cultural 

-, , ~CJj prodUCe of the land, in return for which l' center of Guam, a system of district 
~ ~ ~ he was obliged to protect the in- or!!ani~ation was developed in Agana 
~ S.' Y !I.. I habitants, promote ' civilization andJ qUite different fro~ that in other parts 
~, _ _~;:;: christianity among them, and maintain j of the Island. ThiS was the barrio 
~ -.. .y milita,ry control on behalf 01 thej , (under the bellsl system. The barrio 'Q ,..:::: SpaOlsh crown. . - '.. "1 i usually consisted of .. a group'" of 

..;:: ~ _ The , island was _ divided into~ households which surrounded': a 
\oJ ~ municipalities, which in so~-;; --.i n-" church or chapel. Families living in th"; 

e 
t:.~ stances consisted of several villages; area were obliged to contribute to the< 
"., CIJ headed by the gobernadorcillo - or support of the chunch and were underil 

( r ~ . : __ 1 "little governor." With the consent 01 the spiritual jurisdiction 01 its priests. I 
~ ~ the Governor, he had complete- ex:- Each barrio or district observed certain ' 

., "'-IJ ' ecutive- powers within his district .. He religious' rites and festivals that were~ 

~ 
'- ,.,.. was responsible for the collection of connected with its patron saint. The ' 
"""Y taxes and the assignment of work on barrio of San Ignacio, the oldest and ' 
~ CU public projects. ,-\ :' most centrally located district, was in-
~ ~ Besides the gobernadorciJIo;" each habited by the families of the highesn 

~ "I -municipality also had 'a- -Iocal police rank, who held the dominent-positions' -,_. ' C Q commissioner who was- called the-Te- in the social, political, and economic' 

U
,- W ' niente de justicia, The commissioner 'life 01 thE!" island. They were' the sur-, 
, . , ' !I. , ~ was assisted by two judges who' look- vivo:-; of the Chamorrt, a propertr-i 

_, ~ ..... 'Sl ed alter all legal matters related to land ownlllg group composed mainly of the' 
. ,. ~;;:;. problems and salaries. Public law and descende!'ts of the ':hamorro nobility, ; 

-,.. order were maintained by alguaciles who marned the ranklllg Spaniards, 

I
, W or police officers, two of whom were Tha first generation of your Spanish" 

~
. - Cl) - stationed in each municipality. Each an,cestors on Guam, Senor Joseph 
~' ...... day. the ·- alguscil supervised the MIguel de Torres and his wife Dona-' 

I ,1'_ r'f'. work of men who were designated Oolinga Joseph de Espinosa; arrived ; 
"'t. by the gobernadorcillo to perform from Spain via Aculpulco, M~xico on 

pm. services for - the community · or the I the Ma~ila galleon ' disembarking atl 

Q
. church. _,' , ~ UmataclnlT.l6. ,- - -_ " ' _ , _oj 

. The municipalities of Guam wert) - . - .:., - - .. 
composed 01 villages 01 pueblos, each 

~ 
of which was headed by a local leader 

, , called the princlpale del pueblo. The 
!-... " • " pueblos were in turn divided into sull-" 
~.'-, -,'-;: __ ' . --" _ '-; I districts called barangays. A barangay 

usually consisted 01 about fifty village 
families. The head of ~h~. barangay, 



The Torres family settled initiatly in 
Agat. where Don Miguel was attached 
to the Spanish military forces. Don~ 
Dolinga over the next eight years gave 
birth to five children. Their second son • . 
Juan Francisco Regis de Torres, was ; 
born in 1739, and married a Chamorrita 
in 1762. the daughter of the only sur- · 
viving pure blooded Chamorro couple 
on Guam. He lived in Inarajan prior to 

his ma~riage. . . . 3' 
King Carlos III of Spain issued a 

edict in 1767 removing the Jesuits from 
their century old tenure in the 
Marianas. Two years later, in 1769. a'I 
young lieutenant arrived with the ne~ 
of the Jesuits' immediate expulsion.i 
He had been prepared for his missiom 
having arrived with a boat-load:. oil 
rel igious replacements- Brother.r: ~~~ 
the , Order of St_ Augustine: ·: On 
November 2, 1769. the tiny schooner;·, 
Neustra . Senora - de GuadaluP~'l 
bearer of tho Augustinians and , the 
Edict. sailed from Guam with all. o~. 
the expelled Jesuits. The padres had] 
collected together ",!hat they could,.J 
but were forced to leave everything·ofj 
value. ' -". ': .. . 

Many documents were burned priorj 
to their departure, presumably to pre-' 
vent their falling into the hands of the I 
Augustiniims. The once thriving farms; 
were neglected. and the agricultural., 
oriented economy collapsed almost im-l 
mmediately. Cattle ran wild and others I 
were slaughtered without thought o f ; 
possible future need. The people ap-. 
parently had lost interest, as well as a: 
segment of their faith. The departure' 
of the Jesuits marked·.the··end of 8111 

era. The jungleti:iok ov er. -- 'I 
One year later in lnO. Luis de- Tor­

r~s, the sen of Juan Francisco Regis de ! 
Torres. and the · son of the whol~y ; 
Chamorri lady. was born. Don LUIS 
was your great. great. great. great, 
great grandfather. '. ..' 

Life on Guam changed with the ar· 
rival on the island of Governor Don 
Mariano ' Tobias on September 15. 
1n1 . He was on active. humane; and 
enlightened man, convinced that the 
best way to reactivate Guam 
economically. was to establish a sound, 
agricultural program. One of his. lirst i 
official acts was to make land available I 
te. the islanders for agricultural pur· i 
poses. To set a good example and to , 
stimulate interest in agriculture, .he : 
himself laid out some very extens.ve 
gardens. Being a man who was not 
afraid to get his hands dirty. when , 
freedom from official duties permitted, 
he worked in the fields and assisted 
with the cultivation of the crops. 
Because 01 this. approach Dnd- his 
vigorous actiOn, he changed the situa· 
tion. His reforms applied not only to 
the Chamorros, ' but to. the Spaniards' 
as well. Fortunately, this approach mel 

with the approval and support of the were not permitted to become fat and 
Augustinians. He allotted a certain por- lazy. In their daily military duties, they 
tion of .Iand to every family. With his were required to cultivate certain por­
encouragement and under his tions of land assigned to them. The 
guidance, the land was quick Iv divided soldiers ploughed, sowed. and 
into gardens, orchards, and ploughed. harvested the produce which fed 
An abundant variety of European them, and so occupied, they were hap­
vegetables and fruits were introduced. py and content with the food they had 
Plants introduced in earlier times were cultivated. 
cultivated once more. Rice, mDize, in- The inhabitants or' Guam during this 
digo, cotton, cacao, sugarcane, limes, time were calm, honest, gracious, ar.d 
lemons, oranges, pineapples, and easygoing. They were given to tuba 
mangoes. flourished. He encouraged drinking-an introduced custom, and 
raising cattle, and cleared the grazing thev. were devoted to cockfighting, 
lands, which involved making small which . was also introdUCed. Five 
clearings. separated from each other brothers of the St. Augustine Order Ii .. · 
by bushes and clumps of trees. He ed in Guam, and dominated the formal 
seeded the clearings with grasses religious life of Agana and various 
suitable for pasturage. These savan- villages. These brothers ' apparent!-j 
nahs, shaded on all side, retained their seconded the .humane views of Don 
freshness and sheltered the cattle Mariano for they seemed to live in har· 
against the sun and heat. mony with the inhabitants and movec 

As rapidly as the savannah lands . freely everywhere. But it was GovemOl 
were cleared, herds. of cottle were Tobias whom the islanders loved. 
rounded up, tamed, and driven to the On September 27, 1m, thE 
grasslands. Mascarin. commanded by Captair 

In order to make farming easier and Crozet, dropped anchor in Apra Har 
more efficient, Governor Tobias im- bor, which he described as situated or 
ported horses from Manila and the western side, and almost in thl 
donkeys and mules from Acapulco. middle of the island. It is bounded or 
The islanders were taught how to the .south by a tongue of land (Orotl 
break cattle in and to use them for Peninsula) running two leagues out in 
riding and pulling wagons and CDrts. to the sea. and on the north by a ree 

They guided the animals by means of similar length which almost sur 
of cords which passed through holes rounds it. The entrance is very narrow 
pierced in the nostrils. The jungle was and protected by a brick battery. whicl 
full of goats, pigs, and pOUltry that the the' Spaniards call St. Luis, mounte< 
Jesuits and other Spaniards had with eight bronze twelve·pounders a 
brought earlier. which were running an old pattern. The harbour is capabl 
w ild and could be had for the taking. ·1 of holding four vessels, sheltered fran 
GoveriiOfiobias encouraged peopl~ to~ I all wind:, except those from sout~ 
trap and domesticate them . He .m- Le~..!, whIch never blow butfeebly. It . 
ported deer from the Philippines which dangerous. to enter without - pilots 
thrived and multiplied so rapidly that because of the numerous .rocks an< 
they soon became a threat to crops. . coral reefs. He went on to say that i. 

The Governor established cotton . the whole extent of. these seas there i 
mills and salt pans on the island and no other harbour where w ear 
brought in craftsmen to teach the arts navigDtors can reestablish their healt! 
of the·· blacksmith. the wheelwright. more quickly or where they can obtai. 
and the . carpenter._ The Chamorros better or more abundant refreshment 
quickly learned these trades and prac- The island of Guam appeared a ter 
ticed them with skill. They learned to restrial paradise to him. The air was e. 
make ' Iime and bricks; and some cellent; ' the water very·· good, . th 
became expert masons. - vegatables and fruits perfect, the herd 

Because 01 his interest in education, of cattle. goats and pigs innumerable 
the Governor established \\\/0 free while there was no end to the quantit 
public schools where the children were of pOUltry. ". 
taught reading , writing. a~d He further described his impression 
arithmetic, as well as vocal and In- of Agana in 1m. when he wrote th, 
strumental music. The schools were the chief settlement is situated · fOt 
separate: one for boys and one for leagues to the north of the harbour a 

. I the seacoast, at the foot of soma 10' 
9" s. . . . b 'f I f In 1n1 he established the first mountalns,.n a eautl u country ~ 
Guam Miiitia which wore . special of springs, and watered by a smal 
uniforms and' were well paid. They very clear; end good brook_The Can 
were under the . command of four mandant of the island lives there. Th 
Spanish captains. Other officers were streets of the town are laid out i 
islanders of mixed blood and Filipinos_ straight lines, the private houses a. 
Because the Governor strongly believ- for the most part built solidly of woo< 
ed that indolence. was one of' the. raised on piles,. about three feet abm 
greatest evils !n I~e, !he militi~ ,merl the' level of the ground, and most I 

them are roofed .with shingles. or wi' 
4 H ..... !'. .. :.; ... ,.., ~~ .. _ ":' n ' ::=" - . 



tiles, the rest with palm fronds. There! 
is a beautiful church, highly decoratedi 
according to Spanish custom. The' 
Commandant's house is spacious. and! 
well built. The former residence of the! 
Jesuits, now occupied by the StJ 
Augustine brotherhood, is spaciousi 
and convenient, but the' forme~ 
Jesuits' college is not inhabited. Their! 
successors, the SI. -- Augustines,l 
removed the college to- a building neall 
their convent. Then~ is a barrackS! 
capable of lodging a garrison of fivei 
hundred men, and there is th~ King'~ 
fine large magazine. All these publi 
buildings are built of brick and tile. The, 
island of Guam is the only island in the! 
vast extent of the South Sea; sprinkledl 
as it is with innumerable islands, whichl 
has a European built town, a church'l' 
fortifications, and a civilized popula­
tion. He estimated that there were' 
about fifteen hundred residents on the! 
island. Besides those living in Agan~~' 
they lived in twenty·one small set · 
tlements, all on the seacoast. Sue 
settlements were usually composed of 
five or six families, who made their liv­
ing by fishing and by growing grain) 
~ops and ~egetables. '" . ' 1 

'. 
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Ninth in a series 

By PAUL B. SOUDER 

Dear Erin, Eric, Carla, ' Tommy 
and Hannah: 

In my last letter, I introduced you 
to the fir:st generation of your 
Spanish ancestors and life on 
Guam under the Jesuit:;, and the 
Augustinians. Plagues ', of various 
sorts, inadvartently brought by the 
Spaniards, had scourged the 
island. The , Cham{JTTQS were 
almost decimated. But Spanish 
soldiers, Filipinos, Mexicans, 
assorted sailors, and . a' few 
Chinese, married or com­
mandeered the remaining 
Chamarro women. Although the 
men may have had no thoughts 
relative to saving the Chamorro 
people, they did, although uninten­
tionally, save it. The resultant 
children were of a superior breed. 
The infusion of new blood revived 
the race . The Chamarra mother 
gave her children the 'strang and 
self-sustaining character of her 
heritage, its malesty and pride. The 
father ' transmitted to his children 
immunity to certain diseases. So 
the new born Chamarra began to 
hold his awn and multiplied. 

During this pariod, a number of 
scientIsts, voyagers. wr.alers, and 
ships of many nations visited Guam, 
including vessels beionging to 
America~s.. Russians, Frenchmen, 
!:nglishmen, and Spaniards. Between 
1817 and 1l!2e, the island hosted three 
sc;entific expeditions, which included 
such leading scie~tists of their day as 
Korzebue, a Russian; Freycinet, a 
Frenchman; and d'Urville, another, 
Frenchman. Aside from the scientific ' 
reports which these visitors made. 
their written comments provide what 

" little we know of life on Guam during~ 
the early part of the 19th Century. J 

" 

Guam's administration changed i 
hands during this period, shiftIng from 
the Viceroy of Mexico to the Governor­
General of the Philippines. With this 
change came the island's first organic 
legislation. The Spanish governors 
continued their attempts to make 
Guam a productive island, but none 
were overly successful. However, 
three gentlemen did stand out above 
the others in their eHorts to improve 
conditions on Guam. They were 
Governors Blanco, Villalobos, and d~ 
la Corte. Don Luis Torres, your great. 
great, great, great, great grandfather, 
the third generation of your Spanish 
ancestors on Guam, and a direct 
descendant of the last pure bred 
Chamorro, was a refined and educated 
individual raised in the Spanish 
fashion. He was also a lifelong student 
of Chamorro histor,. and culture. He 
was 18 years old when a group or 
Carolinians visited Guam 10 a number 
or small -canoes. The visitors pleased 
him by their mildness. he raceived 
them wiih kindness, and :n= Governor 
{lave them presents. Since thd~ time~ 
they came every 'lear. They told T orr~s 
that thev had previous COnt3CtS ',"Vltn 
the inhabitants of Guam, ~ r.c had 0011'1 
given mem up on hearing ef the senle­
ment of the white-' men, having been 
'w\lltnesses .of their c;'U3Itv. In 1788. 
aiter (; long time had elapsad. they 
undertook thIS expiditior. Ie barter for 
Iron . l orras asked ~hem ':'0':; thev had 
found their way here; as tne distance 
'from Ulle to Guam is 'above three hun­
dred miles. Thev answer:d that the 
description of the way was preserved 
by them in their songs. and utilizing 
such cirectlons . . their pilots ~ound 
Guam. It is remarkable that they did 
not miss, tliis small island, When the 
stars and the songs were their only 
guide, in a voyage of three hundred 
m:les. When the Carolinians viSIted 
Guam in 1788, they promised to return 
the following year. They kept their 
word; but on the voyage back they 
were overta.en by a furious storm, and 
found a wanery grave, so that not onel 
of the brave seamen saved their lives. 
Torres waited 15 years in 'Jain for his 
friends with whom he had become at-



\ 
: T.)rras ;-ocks: Nas !"lamed 1iter him 

tached. In the year 1804 the American structed in Ihe Old Spanish style. " '817. ::litO ' /o~ <cJlZebue. of :h 
ship. Maria. from BasIon. took in pro· ~~ . The first story conlains slores. 'l" 3sian "lavy ' l IS' teo Guam and. faun 

cnd Thomas Borman undertook a Chamber is approximately a 100 be .:J ;nost .m'able man and most ;n· 
visions at Guam. Captain William Ball! the second is high. the Audience he 'hce Governor. Do!) '_~ is Torres, t 

Voyage 10 the Carolines. where they in· , feel long. 40 wide. and 20 high 'erp.sMg because oi " IS knowledge 0 
lended 10 catch beches de mer •. T~:",es and is well ornamented with , 'he '::arol;ntans. :::hamisso. ;he 
embraced this opportunity to VISit hiS lamps. paintings. etc. AI each \ ,aturallst oi I(otzebue's p.xpedillon. 
friends as the Captain promised to br· end are private apartments. In "ela:ed that he was bound qu ic~ ly ~nd 
ir.g hi"'; back to Guam. The Maria sail· the front is a large balcony which'· '\ .ntimateIY in fnendship to ;:ion L:Jls 
ed In July. and Ihe first island which reaches from one end of the r orres. rle thought :)f 11m 'Mth the 
she touched was Ulle. Torres found house to the olher. Behind the t rB:est affec!ion and ' true 
several of his old acquaintances. who ' Palace is the Barracks and Guard 'Jrateiulness. Don L~is had learned the' 
piloted the ship into the islands. One of Room. It· is a large building and ~ustoms .. nd habits. history and tales 
the Carolinians told Luis. as he called capable of housing 500 men with 'Ii ; he lovely IOhabitants of ulle. He 
Torres. that his name occurred i~ .one ease. To the northward stands had their most p.xperienced seaman 
of their songs. which the Carohmans the Church built like a barn. It has with' 'Nhom he had a famihar ,elation-
had composed. tha~ the men ' from a low steeple for the bells. On Ihe shiodraw for him a map of their neptu· 
Guam might not be forgone~. Prese~, inside it is well adorned with pic· man world. and had kept an uninter· 
vation of remarkable events on song IS tures, j mages. etc. On the S.E. IUpted communication with his friends 
common in the Carolines. and ·ncar the church is the free !hrough their ' trading fleet froml 

Torres inquired as to why his old schoolwhich has a spire and here t amurek which came to Guam every 
~r i ends no longer 'visited him in Guam. the alarm bell is hung. also the year. Cham.sso wrote that Don Luis 
They told him of the fleet which had sahoo~ bell. The scholars never Torres opened to him the treasury of 
.,one there fifteen '{ears before. and. as. leave · the house. but :0 go 10 his ~nowledge. and spoke lovingly of 
~'. haa not returned. they concluded church. his hospitable friends and their people. ~ 
:hat their ccuntrymer. had all been The houses oi the Officers ilre for wKom he acquired the greatest1 
" ,urdered. Torres declared that. r.o near';i"i he Palace on the ~/la i n : regard. Chamisso's time in Agana was~ 
>3rm I.ad been done to their corr.oa'; S treer and are all t\vo ~tori es .pent in instructive and hearty conver· ; 
~ , C ns on Guam. but that a . ragi~ g: high; but they make no other ~Ise I sation with the obliging Don L~ is Tor· : 
:: :o:-m had DVr!rtaken them .a day aiter OT the lower aj)a r~ments ctner , res who served as his chief informant i 
: n ~ i r departure, nnd . probablv' than to keep cattle in th?m. for aU ,he information which he r9cord~ · 
.':"llO'/ed the flaet. Torres saw on hIS, In 1803, tt,e Ma ri~na5 hac 322 ~d~ In commenting on his language 1 
,o\,'age man',' islands belonging to theJ residential structures. rlis tnou:ec ~s study, Chamisso reoorted that Don ; 
: Jrohnes and dreW a chart' ot tnet ;ollows: Barrio Santa Cruz. 306 Luis stated that in the vla riana and U!le ! 
:~'h o'e chain . . - houses; Pueblo Anigua. 43 houses: languages there :s no dec!ension, that ~ 

'n ;801 , a recentl', promoted lieute· Pueblo Asan. 55 /,ouses: P,; ebIG ,he words of the Mariana :anguage : 
' ." '1 r, Don Luis Torres. was the ad Tepungan . 53 houses; PL,:b .o were·"not · taken from the Vocabulario 
l1!nistra tor oi the Pueblo of Pago. Onl ADungnan. 5 house s: ?up.olo ~e la L~ngua Mariana. but wri tten f' om- ' 
,: .. !ay 1, 1801 , he was asked to SlI r'l8'1 Mongmona. 14 houses; Pue?lo 51n.?,: qis :)rthography, from his pronuncia· 
t n~ potential presence of Russians In lana, 54 houses: Pueblo ~~ot. .::...; :Ion. , 
that area. since the Kir.g of ~pain had houses; Villa Umatac, 53 nouses; Freycinet, yvho ,.,sited · GLiam in 1 
!sclarr,d war on the Emperor of Pueblo Merizo. EO houses; Pueblc In· 1819. noted thar Don Luis informed I 
ilussia . He found 110 Ru ss;ans. arajan, 34 houses; Pueblo Pago. 35 \lIm that in ;)1/ the vi llages of the 

In .1802. Captain Hasw~" of the houses; and Pablocior.ese Re,a, 82 Caroline ;slands. therp. were schools of 
_ydia spent several days in 'Agana. He houses. ' . " avigation. under the direction of the 
·.vas impressed by what he saw ar.d For many ,years. Torres was s~cond , .nost skillful pilots: and that no Cdroh· 
:"ade the following observations: ' in rank. .· to the Governor. Of the i nians was allowed·to marry. _unO/. j1e 

The buildings.of the Go,:,ern<?rs Marianas. He served. as had hiS falher" had given prooi~ot his·:dexteritv in 
and Chief OHicers are bUIlt w.th. as Captain del Campo (Mayor of the \ 5teering a pta'" For,xn" .;'xaminat:on. a . 
stone and are good houses. Th.e townl. a position with· more power 'Jme' was ·chosen.·when, ·the sea- was· 
Palace is. two stories high.'and .• s . than that possessed by the G.ubt:r' l rather high. the ;:andidate.was placed . 
situated in ": very pleasant pa~ of" f nadillo. ~stablished afterwards on 115 .In . boarrl ariil l ther~ 'surrounded . oy 
the town w.th a large Plantat.on I stead. H.s career as the Sergeant Ma· ;eers 3nd 10 t ile ·m.dst ' or ,oam.n!) 
of Breadfruif.trees before it, ~nd . jor covered 30 years. t;arallon de Torres waters. ,e "ad :0 l1ake ~.s proa 58.1 a 
a road tram, it, to the Landong . ::e-ta .01 distance" lIithout · allowing- its ' 
Place. It.is .a large building con- 'J3Ia.,r.er to tOLich the waves. 

. . 

~otzeoue. during his visit to Guam, 
.ie;c,;bed Agana as a yillage situate{} . 
0" a beauriful plalll: some· ·h.!'ndred.; 
·)o"es ;rom the sIlo'e; to the right ancb 
,eft 'Nere !jne ;Jalm. groves;.:. in" the- . 
jOuth. 3 high.. mountain-. fOmled !he ' 
llac~ground; .,frorr.· JIs ~ummit. : hung , 
m'eadong. trees •• which .shaded ·a part ' 
vi rhe town. and gave .it.a.picturesque­
,opearance: An·inconsiderable-stream •. ' 
wh'ch flowed through .tj1e .to,!,,!!. sup· 
plied the inhabitantS with water. ":':: , .;: . 

At this time,: tI1e clergvj ;brisi!;ied'of 
twO priest:; 'who- V'Je<li, na·trves:.of the'j 
Philippines, . ~{otzebue 'ob:ieTved- that' 
(Ifter a certahl tirh9. eenerally every 20 
'J,.>;:tr, rt vio:et1t stc;)rm., would rise) o L'1e 
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S.W., which caused the sea to run so 
high that the town would be submerg· 
~d , and the inhabitants were obliged to 
seek ,efuge in the :nountains. Only the 
stone houses were able to resist the 
jury of the water; the bamboo struc· 

. tures would all be destroyed. Two for· 
',asses of coral stone defended the 
:own; one of them lay on the shore. 
:Jut had no guns; the other lay to the 
wast behind the town on a hill. had a 
i~'N guns. and served to restore ~ran· · 
qurlity in case af a dot; bu t they had no 
o3'.vder. • 

A " ttle over a vear after Kotzebue's 
J;sit, Lou is de =,..eyclnet. Commanding 
the ~rench Corvette ··Urainie." arrived 
oJ : Jmatac. and -Nas met by Governor 
M edbilla and Major Luis Torres, his 
5~rgeant Major. 

::revclOet's wlf~ Rose, 'Nho accom­
panied her husba"d on his voyage of 
discovery, had a ·lot to say about their 
J s:t 0" G~am. Wnen Freycinet and his 
")iflcers Weni: \0 oay their officla: sail on 
ha Govarnor, i'e askad them 311 to 
fH',J !"r'1 to dinner with him. C:) dding very 
j"':IClous1y thai from now onwards 'I1e 

'N's'lad :1ese JentleQ"len :0 :flsregard 
':.) ! -:~;emon'l ·1ild look ' i;JQn his 'Q!.Jse . 
:l3'nelr tj'Nn , The .able was set and 
: '1'Jered NI til ;ru;ts ;;Jnd t ght oastries. 
n -r,~ m.ddle 'Jf vvhi .. ~h was 1)laced 3 :.,ig 

~ ) aN' of ounch. Seeing ~hi s ::;ervice . 
s ..... r:h 3eemen !Hran!Jp. to rhem. :hey 
'i!Jspected :.hat it was J ) i:)st-day on 
Guam . and Nhat ~urpnst!d !hem w as 
'''3t the ' epast, which l" ev took ;0 be 
:li"ner , was ea.en standing. However, 
as nnO! must conform to the customs of 
tn9 country where one IS. U:. Freyclnet 
!>,ought onty of using what ' was in 
'rant of him to sarisfy his usual good 
appetite. But soon. another surprisel 
The :able. thus' emptied. was once 
nore co~ered with all <ons o~ food ar­
ranged In a thousand ways - in fact, a 

HID " 
~, . 

",,*,- " . ' . 

preceded it was called a refresco. and 
was meant only to create an appetite., 

The Governor ,gave another dinner. 
inviting fifty of the principal oHicials ,of 
the island , " 'Mon dieu!' What a ban­
quet!" exclaimed Freycinet who in­
dicated that somebody claimed to have 
counted 44 plates of food at each ser· 
vice, of wh ich there were three. The 
same observer said that the dinner had 
=ost the lives of two bullocks and three 
large oigs, <1ot to speak of the smaller 
inhabi tants of :he jungle, the poultry­
yard , and ,he ~ea, 

Doubtless. their most thought that 
people who had for a long time suf­
fered ' he privations of a sea-voyage 
should be treated with profusion. The 
dessen was no less abundant, nor less 
vaned. and before long. it W3S follow­
" d by tea , coffee. cream, and 'Iquors of 
every kind; and as the refrasco 'lad 
been served on!y an hour before, ;.0 ac· 
.:ordance 'Nith r:ustom, one- can easily 
,,,,derstand :h3l the most ;ntrap,d 
gastronome tlould have had only to 
:-egre t -: I,e ·nsu[fl':lent capacity :1f his 
stQ"Tlac' . j\Jidme ="eycinet described 
Aga"a JS i:1 3et!lem:r1t of :imall nouses. 
3:::nost 311 .::>! J'lOod, matting. 
straw. and ::'ui1t on piles on a very 'ow 
plain d ose 1'0 {he :iea. There Nere '.l 
few .mponanl 'Julldings 3uch as : he 
")rison , the 'Jovernme:1t sto"e and the 
-:ol!cge of Si'. Ju~m de !..erron ~he an· 
Clent Jesuit .;onvent and the bOVf; 
schools, very Wisely placed at :he far 
clnd of the town from the one where 
the house :s that serves as 3 school for 
girls. She continued with the 
Jbservation :har in Agana. there ',,vere 
"0 garde"s, :10 trees excepr for a few 
near -"e shore. no lawns. and no 
<lowers except lhose on the trees. Of 
the ~sual plants one found omons. 
purslane, and tomatoes, and they 
o:ome from the r:n1 mtrv WhMP tl"t~ 

, 

But if the edible products of - the.; 
, Marianas seem small, the islands were ' 
covered with trees and roots, all con- ' 
taining a nutritious substance that.:­
almost without work except for the' 
trouble of gathering it. provided the in­
habitants with · ao .abundance of 
wholasome food. Wha t 'esources ' 
there were in the delicious fruit of thi> ­
breadfruit tree. Plentiful fish from the 
most fish·infested sea in the world 
deer, oxen. and wild pig were to be 
had for the hunting. 

Freycinet frequently tal,<ed With the 
Governor and Major Luis Torres to aIr) 
tain from them information on the' 
islands, and what cOf'cemed the ' 
·sciences. The V1ajor ';''Vas a great 
resource for Freycinet. He :'ad good 
judgment, 3 wonderful memory. and a 
liking for observation. He devoted 
himself' to researcn 'mto the ancient! 
state af these islands' and +ljeir first in· 
habitants. Accord;ng to .V1dme. Rosa l 
F"e'/clnet. Malor LUIS Torres -wife ana· 
mother were the on:y wom~n in Agana 
avail2ble for acquaintance. ""Na ~ave I 

bo;:n made some Visits :0 each other 
bu t dS these ad:es 50eak no mora 
French than : j o Span;sh . .ve derived 
linle !"J"utual oleasure 'n meetmg : ' She ­
ooserved [hat :n A.gana inere was a i 
rovai ~ollege and several secondary! 
sc"ools. The pnnopal of the college ' 
receIved six pescs 3 , nonth~ or :3 shirt, .; 
and 'IS allowance of ;:nOVI510n s. The ~ 
·naster of the secor.dary schOOl. who: 
impliCitly followed the precepts of hlsj 
superior, received only two pesos. ~ 

Rose :=reycinet fl!rther reponed that. t 
"There is no coumry , In the wor!i.i I 
where sons pay more respeclS to their 
fathers. Age does not free them from I 
obedIence. and merrof forty tremble at I 
a mere reprimand frJrn thetr father. , 
They never mention their father's I "" 



name without the 'prefix of 'senor, and 1 This was a public display; 'watched '.Our coming awoke the : slumberir 
a slight inclination of the head." by de Freycinet's party from a covered: muse of the poet of the place; and 11\ 

From the moment of their arrival, gallery running all round the palace often heard, songs,. related to 01 
Freycinet and his men were over-; apariments and overlooking a large voyage; and to some persons of It 
whelmed by the 'friendliness and I space lit for the occasion by torches expedition; and which, if they did nl 
generosity of the inhabitants. They l and lamps. It was on this terrace, unlit, indicate talent, were at least , 
soon learned however, that the I that on Good Friday they had spent evidence of satire, 
generous giving of gifts was ~n ancient several hours of 'the most beautiful . ", 
custom that imposed certain obhga- night in the world' watching a full Major Luis Torres, the Cure, Dc 
tions upon the recipient. Concerning eclipse of the moon. The actors in the Ciriaco, 'and' the Director of the Ct 
this practice, Arago wrote that, "the i Sunday dances were Agana's school lege, Don'Justo de la Cruz, saw II 
inhabitants were in general mild, and I boys; the costumes, of richly orna- Captain and crew of the Uraine off c 
confiding in their behavior towards! men ted silk, had been brought from their departure from Guam_ Jacq,w 
foreigners; but they liked to be treated: New Spain by the Jesuits long years Arago, the artist of the Freycinel e 
familiarly , You could not give them a', before and were very carefully preserv- pedition,. commented tJiat Major Lu 
greater pleasure than by addressing ed_ Torres was the only individual wi' 
them in the easy language of friend- ; whom-you could venture to have a-Ii 
ship._.1f you accepted a gift, gratitude i The chief figure enacted the part of tie conver.;ation_ He said, Don Lu 
required you to acquit yourself of the t the Emperor Montezuma; crowned" assured L'lem-that the natives of aU fl' 
obligation, and, according to custom, I gorgeously apparelled, carrying his ' t.arcllne!,l:believe in a' deluge, and -i 
you had to oHer something of at least I gold-topped sceptre and a huge one God in three persons-the Fathe 
double the value of the object which feather fan, he led his two pages and the Son, and the Grandson_ 
you received_" I twelve other dancers through intricate Dumont D'Urville, who visited Gua, 

Mdme Rose Freycinet was astonish- evolutions executed with great-gravity in 1828 as,' Commander at tt 
ed not to see a single shop in the town, to the music of flutes and tambourines "Astrolabe;" reported that Major lu 
because everything that was brought I and the clapping of wooden sticks_ Torres, received them cordially_ _ 
from Manila was put in the govern- \ Presumably, the Emperorwas announ- Don Luis owned the Orate Pennir 
ment store. From there the inhabitants I cing to his subjects the arrival of Cortes sula, acquired under the Spanish Enc( 
were furnished the objects they needed_ and his men. The fierce battle-dance miendas system, and _built the wall ( 
As there were no factories for making I that followed depicted Mexican mansonry across its neck at Apr; 
clolhing, everything was imported resistance_ Montezuma's acceptance Father Jose Palomo, his grandson, in 
from Manila, and very little was need- of the invaders frorn ' Spain was the letter to Safford in 1900, wrote tha' 
etl. A short blouse and trousers at final act_Freycinetand hiswifema,vel- . "the Sergeant Major (Don- luisl ha 
knee-length, and a big knife for the' ed at the dancers' skill and enjoyed the built the stone wall across the neck c 
men, a simple biouse and one gaudy capers of the two white-masked, the Penninsula to serve not only as 
petticoat for the women, no shoes or boundary of the_ property, but as, a 
stockings for either-was the universal clowns that off-set the solemnity of the. enclosure- for his animals_" He furth! 

performance, laying about them with 
dress. , their wooden swords and drawing wrote that a- "disreputable Governc 

One woman was distinguished from seized the-- land because my granc 
h ' d' Id shrieks of laughter from those looking I another only by t e flngs an go father having the pride.of his famil\ 

bracelets worn by tpe most elegant ; on, did not yield to the whims of ' th-. ' The Mexican acts over, the audience some had slippers and sometimes thelf d S . h d I despot_" . .;c-J ' ~' .'~,. '.-- ,:~,-,-- _~, 
camisole was a little finer, but there was treate to a panls ance cal ed Although- most of the land in Guar 

el palo vestitlo y desnudo - the most 
were few who carried luxury so far. dressed and undressed. The viewers remained in the hands at the ChamOi 

One evening, the Freycinet party described in detail, as something quite ros, a substantial amount became cor 
w itnessed a spectacle in the presenta- centrated , in . the- hands -of about· 

, I . d - new to them;' the Maypole dance of tion of dances lormer y practice In , dozen wealthy,and powerful extende 
Mexico, and of which, every figure tradition, with its gaiety and the families; ,mainly.-descendanllr or th 

- I - d f h plaiting and,unplaiting of coloured rib-
depicted an histonca eplso e, a d at bans, seemingly . as unfamiliar to the . Chamouj, or_, Chamorro 'nobility wh 
country . . :-,:~, ~", ~ .. . :,~·.";·:·;"w _ . ~ married"-- Spaniards~ .,.;--.. your earl 

T ' b , - f h f - -'- French visitors as the ballets portraying , 
h" eqmmng 0 t e estlVltle3 was· Montezuma and his _ faiL Freycinet Sp~n,ish-Chamorro ancestors were th 

announced,bythe-,iring of cannon and found in , them a " very piOliounced :. reclplents :ot such- $rants, _ some- c 
the ringing of' church ' bells_ 7 ';-;;; resemblance to leis olivettos f P 0-. i'whose'denvatlves, stllt-held.: such Ian 
solcli - d b d 0 r I through 1r-"'>- • • • - '. ", --ers, accompanle y a rummer, vence, France, the traditional dances I ~UL- , : ': '; - . • 

went through the streets on a tour of of the olive harvest, in use long before '. . ' 
inspection, making certain that the the conquest of Mexico, handed down: Major Luis Torres was mentioned il 

, streets, as well as houses and yards, from JUlius Ceasar's time. I, a May 2, 1828 report describing the ter 
were clean_ The front of the palace ritorial military force whicn "consiste( 
was draped with flags. On the balcony Arago was impressed by the fact of 160 men divided into three com 
wa~ a large portrait of the king, to that the Chamorros, in 'spite of their I . paniell'_ ,- Don'-luis Torresp'_ Sergear. 
which all the people respectfully took diHicultli'les, did a great deal of sing- Mayor; 3 Captains (12 pesos a montn) 
oH their hats_ in the evening, public ing_ Music was one of the most I 31ieuteflants (iO pesos a monthi, 3 en 

i dances were held in the ' Plaza de agreeable amusements of the in- : signs ( 8 pesos a month). 9 sergeanb 

)

1 Espana. '- ' I habitants. He said~ "They sing the mo- I (6 peso!,a monthl, 3 cprporals. andtm 
The dal)ces that were performed in- I ment they awake, they sing during the- ;- rest ,privates_ , Neither'- officers no 

dicate that, as ea,rly as 1819, the music J hours of rest"and they<fall asleep sing- f soldiers-:,!lver touch their pay, whic! 
I and dances of. the ancient Chamorros ~ ing," The couplets were-'always com- ' goes fat objects brought from Manil, 

1 
~~~~ b;;~il)i;~~~1~i;':n~h~~~,~i~ ' ! :~~~:~i~~~ o~Ot~O~~ftii:~em:o~!i~;re~~ ; _~?;~~~l~~;~i'.~~;~ilit?l~:t~~{; 
pines. :. .. , ........ ~ .. ;:-!~.~~1:{~~~.( ... .::'.:.:; L~":-..; .. • ', • . ;: .. ~ l:.:(ty.~nr:. such as- the arr.jya)~of · lhe ship ~' -- . , 

',,' · .... a -4 "::~' :{~"~,;: ••••• w 1: ;, ~~- ......... . .: .. ~. ': I .. . _ On ·Februa,y.::20;--:1834l r\1aIoF:.tve 
Torre:.' i-riquested retirement baCam: 

54 ~, ~.f.hia.Cl~~~~~!!o: -: ;:~i':.7J ·--",:~ ~ :~!.,~~ 
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"he consists of pillars"taken from 8 twelv ... pillar house found at 
,now the Naval MagazinearoB. "..,....,.'''~. C. SJ._I. . ~ '- 'l""l ". : . 
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Cluster of thatched roof houses in SumaY. 1925. on the left· 
and in the center are built up on lfil wood logs. The house on the right · 
has a foundation of mBmposteriB;C'-:<~" <:~ .' . , . ' :: . 
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'Tenth in a series - "1 Don Luis de Torres (bom 1795) wall , 

:. By PAUL B, SOUDER 
your great, great, great, great grand­
father, the namesake ·, ando son of 
Sergeant Major Luis de Torres. He also • 

D~' Erin. Eric. Carla. Tommy. I served as the island administrator, and : 
and Hannah: as Secretary · to the Governor. His! 

My last letrer. covering the yeers . sister, Rita, was a lady of piety, educa- . 
1788 through 1820. gave you glimp- tion and kindness of heart, according 
ses of the lifestyle of Sergeant M~ to Padre Jose Palomo, her son, who 
jar Don Luis Torrss~ as well as described her as a woman superior to ' 
observations of lifa on Guam, as .many Spanish ladies, who reared him' .­
sean through the ayes of visitors with an iron rod in one hand, a cake in 
who spent som~ time on tha island the other. Every. morning at four . 
duringthatperiod-, ~.: . o'clock, she awoke ·and took him to·. 

Most of your griiit. great, great, church; and before going to bed, she 
great grsndfethem-and their wives taught him to say the rosary or some-' 
lived on thti same-Ts/anG,' and may. novena and night prayers. She never 
have bsen cIOSlJ"·frisnd:s: but pro.- repeated a reqlJest, for she expected., 
bably 'never'imagined that th6lr obedience at once and allowed him tOo! 
futurs-grandchildren woul'! shan: ·go ··to but certain ' houses and to' 
their bloodlines. Todey, I will detail associate with but few relatives. She' 
whet is known about them and frequently received holy communion" 
otheT personalities and events and was so charitable that the people 

. which touched ' their lives. The ' were ready to . fulfill her desires as; 
genealogical chart will giva you a ' though it were the order of the church.: 
good pictura of thasa relation- : She knew Spanish, English, and some 
ships. " " -. 'French, was able to figure and make 

___ , • 'mentaJ,. calculations. She understood: 
A number of your early- ancestors-t the sea' tides and she was skilled in all 

appeareq to engage in- activities which I househ~ld msks, She .. wove ag9ag 
resemble the theme of soap o~eras to-I from coconut leaves. She married ' 
day, behaving in a fashion which may Silvestre Inocencio Rodriguez Palomo, . 
not have been approved eve~ then, but I who arrived on the vessel Maria, v/hich ' 
they were obviously very active. hum~m r left July' 25, 1823 'from- Manila, 
beings, usually well educated, hved hfe i Palomo's parents- cam8\- from S;Jain- , 
with gusto, enjoying their tenure on! and moved to Mexico: ",here Silvestr';' i 
earth to the fulles~. T~ey were prOUd,\ \'las born. ' . : •. , : 
cared well for th~!! chlldren~ wer~ ~c· Administrative- control· of Guam in . 
tive participants 111' community ana!!s, 1828 had shifted from Mexico to the 
and enjoyed ,the lif~~tyle t~ey Philippines, and the annual grant fer ~ 
developed, ~esplte con:htlon~ which supporting the insular government .... , as.j 
prevailed dUling the era 10 which they reduced. frorrr: abootb20-.000: to B,OO!V! 
lived. . . . ' . pesos. Ai- the time of"the chango, . 

Your dllect Chamorro-Spanlsh Spaniards on the isiand censisted of ' 
ancestors, with' a .~p~inkling of. SC'?tch, :he gnv~rnor, the Sargento.~layor. 
Mexican, and Flhplno contributions. 'ninor officials ~nd their famil ies, and a . 
consistedo f a out a dozen i~t.ermarry- ~ 33rrison for~e composed of three com· . 
ing Spanish-Chamorro .famliles. w~o "anies.of.fittymen eacti;; . _ ' ~ : 
formed a wealthy and'pow~~grotJp . In 1828; Guam's estimated S;92fr-; 
cultivating a Spanish' Cathohc-'!2l:b- residents.lived :in the Barrio of Santa ~ 
tion. Each family controlled a relatIVely :ruz, San ignacio, San Nicolas, San i 

lerge amount of land, the largest of Ramon, and San··Antonia.in Agana, in ! 
which,. however, was. probabl.y n~t the Pueblos of Anigua, Asan, : 
more than 1,500 hectares •. The.y lived In' Tepungan; Mongm'ong, and Sinajana, . 
Spanish adobe houses With tile roofs, in the Partidas of Agat, Merizo, Inara- ~. 
and did· not engage in manual work, ;a". Pago, and the villagaof Umatac, ~ 
but hired laborers and . servants . to In 1831, Don Francisco Villalobos i 
cultivate their lands. They were film .was appointed Governor. of Guam. HE>" 
supporters of the Catholic Chu~ch and served in. thal!:capacity· for six ye~rs_; 
were · on excellent terr,!,~ with;. the and irr ·the", 'ong. list7:of.-, SpaQljshoi 
padres. They held. the offiCial p~slnons >Ientlemen who served as governorn of ' 
and mingled with the Spanish ad- GualO, his name stands out as that of .1 
ministrators. They.keptaloof from anYone who.was dedicated. to imprO'Jin9'1 
of the island people,. an~ some had the lo~ of iis--people.,One of his more~ 
their children-taught by pnv~te tut<?rs. outstanding aClS'was-rejection- of the-} 
These young people were raised strict. order from the-captain:geneial. to. COIOO1 
Iy, and. thei< .marriages w~re usuallY' lectimport dutiesfromincoming ships.-1 

. restricted'tomembers of. their group... He believecHhat:.the COSt-OhCOlli!cting.{ 
Ihesa- fees;>woO~tar.t>QUtweigh .. thej 
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amount collected, and he argued that, 0 I . M . . . 
surrounded by a tariff ' barrier, Guam on gnaclo artlnez, another of Agana, ·Wer .. thlt·ruins of a masonty1 
would be where it had always bo.en, a your great, great, great, great grand- house. The stone steps were in placec . 
by.passed and neglected outpost. fathers, was a Lieutenant of Artillery although one end had fallen; and a ~ 
When he departed for the Philippines and Deputy of the Governor in 1817 ' nyan tree :spread its snake-like rootsJ 
at the close of his assignment, the peo- according to KotZebue who- maio hi~' ! over it. ~~iswas the country house-at! 
pie were sorry to so.e him go. . on his arrival in 1821. Don Ignacio, I Padre Clnaco, where he often wentj 

Don Luis Cruz de Torres, together who did not recognize the Russian a~d recre~~ed with . GO\lernoJ 
with his brother-in-law Don Silvestre flag, inquired as to what nation Villalobos. Clnaco was devoted to hiSl 
Palomo and his sister R't bt' d Ko:zebue belonged. He was astonish- children fo~ all of whom he provided< 

I a, 0 aIMe a I ed to see Russians before him, but stl'll II" H I'k d new grant to the Orote Penninsula in I we ... . e was I e and respected by;i 
1855, and repaired the walls built b'l I' more so when he heard that they were all the Governors," accocdin!l-,to Oem 
their father Don Luis Torres, Sr., to making a voyage of discovery, and Jose Herrero in conversations ~ 
;lrotect their cattle, horses and swine. I' showed even dou~le the pohteness Safford . Padre Ciriaco bap:Jze.:l Fatheti 
However. another' , Governor na!ural to the. Spaniards. After h~ had I Jose Palomo'Y Torres-on October '23J 
dis~ossessed , them 01, the Penninsula,. 1 wntten. down the name of the ShiP, he : 1836, while. serving as , the. ccrate ·m; 
giving as a reason for his decision the ' tookhls lea,:,e,. and hastened to como ; Agat. He died January 21, 1849: theI 
excuse that agriculture was preferred _muM/cate this . Important news to the I Pri_ of Rota-~who. on account ot.~ 
to the breeding of animals. _ . Governor. . . - . ' advanced age and feeble, health, hadi 

The smallpox epidemic of 1856 took Don IgnaCIO was later b~",shed. to ) be~n ~ermitted by the Govemment.~ 
the lives of both Rita and Silvestre. The Rota whe!e he was second on the hne-j reSide In Agana_. .. _ ' _ . ' . . .; ­
wife of Don Luis Cruz de Torres 'gave of ?uthontv, 'although he appeared to j Mada~e Freycinet was intrigued bYl 
birth to a son, Jose de Torres in 1815, be In cOf!1mand.l:Je·had bee~ accu~d: Padre CI~laco's attire when she visitooJ 
your great, great, .great grandfather. of ~educlng the mistress of hiS superior ' Guam in 1817. In a letter home, she:; 
He was the administrator of Pago and officer on Guaf!1, Y".as. seen, and later : wrote, "the cure of Guam wears taf,.~ 
a sub-Lieutenant, honored for his part assaulted ~y IndIVIduals who ove~- I feta trousers striped in blue and wh~ 
in downing the Philippine Insurrection' p?",ered him, and we!e about to XIII beneath his black silk Soutane." ! 
on Guam in 1851. Don. Jose .married hl~, when the man With the s~duced I In 1815, the last galleon sailed from< 
Vicenta Palomo Diaz (born·18201. They mistress came .forward and said "let I Acapulco to the Philippines. By 1823 . 
had eight children. The oldest, Fran- him alone, he IS . dead," a~d ~ad his I British whalers began to stop at Guam: 
cisco (born 1"852) was your great great battered body delivered to hiS Wife and These ships which made the long tri": 
grandfather. '~hildren. Don Ign!lcio did not d!e at the around the Cape of Good Hope, inter-

Don Francisco Diaz de Torres mar. time, but was killed along With Don rupte~ their cruiSB" by stopping at thal 
ried Juaquina Crisostomo Martinez. Justodel~ .Cruzon MaY.l .6, 1829. only Island in the North Pacific wherel 
They had six children, one of whom . p~n CI.rlaco de E~plrltu ~anto, a the whalers could give their.men some-; 
was Don Jose Martinez de Torres FIlipinO. dlocesean proest, another of rest and ta.k!, on water, wood, pigs, get . 

. (born 1882), your great grandfather. your gr_at, gre~t, great, ·gre.at gr~nd- fresh prOVISions, and prepare for a new 
000 Francisco, was the only man prac- , fathers, was a • ag!l'og ~y birth, not cruise. An average of eo vessels per' 
tieing medicine in Guam during the ~ handsome, and skin qUite dark," ac- ye~r at 600 pesos a vessel produced an . 
time intervening b~twden the. removal r cording ~o what Don Jose Herrero estlmat~ 40,000 pesos annual income . 
ai the Spanish Garrison and the arrival ,. reported In 1900. He was. presumed.to for the Island. For whale hunting, the· 
of the American Governor. and Naval l h~ve come from Cebu In the Phll,p- yea! was . usually divided into two 
Administration. In 1938, Governor ~ Pines. . ' . ! crul~es.: One, . beginning in April andi 
James T . Alexander named the ' Jao:ques Ara~,?, a!, artist With the . ending In September, was confined tC>i 
Barrigada-Dededo Road "Dr. Fran-i Freyclnet e~~edmon !!, 1918, men:l?n· i the North Pacific region. The other. 
cisco Torres Road," Don Francisco ' ed Pad~e ~",aco In hiS account which I between November and March, took' 
was en accomplished pianist, and ! !,!ould indicate he probably arrived on ! place in the South Pacific. , 
played only classical · music. All his I Guam ,sometime after 1800. Don At the end of each cruise, th"; 
children played the piano, but only his I Ciriaco ' was an energetic- man, in- i whalers rested fora montl> or more a!:j 
son ' Jose was considered an. terested in the island's welfare':Saffard : Apra Harbor and Umatac_ ::- .:, "'~ 
outstanding pianist and ' composer. reported that, "in the village of Agat,' In. October 1824, Captain- ' JohT.t 
Dan Francisco was educated in Manila, I in consequence of the zeal and in- Stavers of the whaling frigate- "C<r-! 
and he received his medical diploma in I dustry of the' Parish priest, Padre' quene" had trouble with Governor! 
that city. Donna 'J'oaquina, your. great, Ciriaco. there has been a great increase Gang,! Herrero. who· ordered that. t!leO 
great grandmother was a proud ' in the plantations of rice. Padre Ciriaco ,Captain .. be arrested and bro!l!>~ 
woman, strict with her children, who I and Governor Villalobos were intimate befere him dead or alive: Stavers, 
liVed with her son Juan's family aftar I friends. Ciriaco was a very thrifty' r~sistad arr;>st, receiVed injunes:. 311<1'1 
the death of your great, great grand- , man." Padre Ciriaco was also responsi- died. _ ",- ~ 
father, who died at the age of 45, after ble for the construction of dikes in the 
an influenza epidemic in which he. Agana swamp. . , 
ov~rexerted hio:>selfin the Care of his I His houseko.eper (ama de lIaves)! 
patients. was Juana Crisostomo or as ' the· 

All Torres families during this era liv-l islanders called her "Juanan Chano:' , 
ed in Agana in the San Ignacio district. Although unmarried; she· had six l' 
Most of their homes were constructed children. Their daughter, Rosa .. 
by Don Luis ·Torres or his . children, Crisostomo (born 18401, married Don-I 
whose' heirs: occupied these homes. Jose Pangelinan Martinez;: your great, 
Tho· Torres-Calvo . house, and that great, great grandfather.:Padre Ciriaco' 
belonging to-Juria Martinez-;-arethe sole built her a stone house with a tile roof 
remainder!! ofthe 19th Century Torres in San Ramort, Aganar aLthe base of 
homes. i", Agari~';One- which· partially the .. hill .. Safford said .that. ~'Not- far 
survived' tll& war',was located where from the village of Sinajana; in a low 
Pedl?'S'~laza ilc;m stands_' ;~J, • . ,. ~. " place" to the right .. of ttle r"",d ' Irol)'1~ 
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Those held responsible for his death 
included GOl/ernor Ganga Herrero, 
Captain Don Justo de la Cruz, Corporal 
Don Benancio Perez, Lieutenant Don ! 
Jose Castro, and Demetrio de Castro, 1 
a discharged soldier. After the death of-j 
Stal/ers, Corporal Perez slept,..in . the -l 
Palace. _.'." - " 

, Anderson later married Josela Cruz. After a short lime, no one remained in., 
_ and they had six children. one of his seat but Captain Anderson, and he;~ 

whom, Dolores, married Felix· Olivares feeling elated at hi. success, drank a; 
c,.lvo, one of your great, great. great few bumpers to Captain Ande<son, the; 
grandfathers. future Governor at the distinguished; 

In 1848. Governor Don Pablo Perer island of Guam. But, as he-said, ,' :he;j 
forwarded a petition of John Anderson. was born under an unlucky star." Salt< 
asking that he be paid a salary for his proved, as the bumpers he drar.k to his­
services as interpreter and translator 01 , own goad health keeled him over, and] 
English and French when the govern· ' he took his place among his ~rades_ 
ment required such service. As Captain The Spaniards, who had been wat­
of the pori, he acted as pilot for bling· I ching these proceedings with no smaIt; 
ing ships into and out of the harbor, degree of interest"seeing, how'~ 
and received a fee 01 10 pesos per year ! stood, and the would·be· Gov~ 
from the Navy fund. He was attentive ' gloriously drunk, very-adroitly bound; 
to his duties, and his conduct was i them hand and foot. The dethroned-; 
good, except when there was reuni.on~ : governor was, of course, immediately.' 
of his fellow countrymen - Captams.! reinstated, and the next day-these;1lO"\ 
of ships arriving at port - on whicll . ble spirits were arraigneci for triaL B~ 
occasions, like a good Englishman, he I ing convicted of treason-i . they were; 
got drunk; but apart from this there 1 sentenced to be placed on a raft. taken;: 
was nothing to be said against him. He l out to sea, and then cast loose, lemn!}" 
had no permit of '1aturalization. - 1 them at the>mercy. of the winds and: 

, • • _ - "J 

Former GOl/ernor Don·;Jose Ganga I 
Herrero, and the Castros, were im· I 
prisoned, while Don Justo and Benan-­
cia Perez were suspended from duty • 
and their possessions seized to await . 
action of the authorities. -

Governor Villalobos was very 
disturbed by the action taken against 
Don Justo, and -felt the accusations 
were unfounded, as was the case ! 
against Benancio Perez, a man wit~ 
eight children and a wife. The seizure; 
of his property reduced them to atH 
,solute poverty. Benancio was another' 
of your great, great, great .. great ; 
grandfathers. - '! 

Governor Don Joss_ Ganga Herrero, 
who administered the affairs of the'· 
island from May 1823 to August 1826,; 
was very popular with Guam's citizens. ; 
During his term of office, islander~ 
were permitted to trade at will with , 
visiting ships. His successqr, Medinilla ' 
y Pineda, on the other hand, was 
universally disliked. He monopolized all . 
commerce and forbada the Chamorros 
evan to board vessels in port. John 
Anderson, a Scotsman, and another of 
Y:lur great, g,eat, great, great grand· 
fathers, was Captain of the Port. He 
came to Guam on March 17, 1819 on 
the French Corvette "Uranie." He had 
served temporarily on the "Uranie" as ! 
Chief Quartermaster, and was allowed'~ 
to remain on Guam at his own request. -

• Dumont D'Urville, in command of the ' 
"Astrolabe," . visited Guam in May 
1828, and described him "as a fine 
looking man, well behaved, and speak· , 
ing French pretty welL" As Captain-of-'! 
the 'Port, he toldd'Urvilie that Medinilla-; 
on his last return from Manila had '­
brought back 60,000 pesos worth of 
goods for sale and prohibited competi- · 
tion. Anderson-commented on the lack ' 
of enterprise - and progress on the 
island and ascribed it to the absurd 
laws and disheartening monopoly. He · 
noted that thEt Governor ' receil/ed mo .. 
roey annually for the salaries of the of_I 
ficials. which he' sent back, giving-I 
them instead inferior goods at prices ! 
fixed lty himse:f. The in!;abitants !j:uf~ 
fered less than the officials, for they I 

ne_er had money to lose and were ra-- : 
quired only to supply the colonists with~ 
food. ' • 

An extract from the log of the "Emily' I waves. ' This was- accordinglv done; 
Margan" of New Bedford, i and after drifting several days. ,they 
Massachusetts, Captain Ewer (1849- ! ware safely landed on the island of Ti .. 
1854), gives a most interesting account i nian, .Here they resided some time. 
in Captain Anderson's own words of ~ Finally expressing their sorrew for 
an attempt to take over the island ; whatlhey had dane, the governor par·; 
several years before. "The Captain and ~ doned them, and permitted them tal 
a few more English residen!s contrived f make Guam their future residence; a"' 
a plan to make themselves possessors t swearing allegiance to the government: 
of the island. They secretly worked, ' and promising to be true and- loyal. 
step by step. at the same time in· ~ citizens." -
sinuating themselves into the good ~ Dan Felix Calvo y Noriega, the last 
graces of the Governor: Their plans, of your great; great, great, great 
worked to charm, and when they were : grandfathers, came from Castilla La 
fully matured, they quietly took i Vieja in Spain. He married-Dana Maria 
possession of the Palace, the Governor -: Olivares, a Spanish senorita, who lived 
having been made, as Captain Ander· in Manila. He was decorated for 
son expressed it, "as drunk as a boiled . distinguished service during the upris­
'owL" As they now had possession of ing in Manila in 1823. Hewas a Cavalief 
all the arms and ammunition, it was an- of the Order of the Grand Cress of San 
easy matter to subdue the inhabitants, Hermegildo. Aft~r many y~ars of 
which they did in short order, without distinguished service in the Philippines. 
loss of life an either side, covering he came to Guam in 1829 as Minister of 
themselves with glory. As a matter of the Royal Treasury of the Marianas, ar­
course, the new lords and master must riving on the vesSel "Maria" along with 
have a glorious jollification over the af· Jese Martio9Z and Silvestre Inocencio 
fair, and at the same time agree on a Palomo. _' 
governor. This latter, however, proved Don Gregoljo de Santa Maria, in­
no easy task, as' all were equally anx· augurated Governor of Guam' on Oc· 
bus to "serve ·heir country" in being : tober 1, 1~, -was- .strlcken with 
the chief dignitary of the island. After ' apoplexy April 4, 1848, and three days 
consulting and debating some hours, : afterward, Don Felix- Calvo, · Ad· 
and finding they were no nearer a deci· : ministrator or Treasurer and Paymaster 
sian than at first, they decided to have ! of the ' Islands, took charge- of the 
a spree, and whoever should remain I Government, and conducted it for five 
sober the longest, and see the others months. On September Br 1848. Oar 
all laid aut, should be the honorable I Pablo Perez relieved Don Felix Carvo a< 
governor. Acc.ordingly. at it they ... ~.;ent. : Gaverno(. Don Felix SSiVeG as th:: 
bottle after bottle disappeared, one by i Island's Treasurer from T829 until hi! 
one they voluntarily relinquished their : death in 18E6, eicept during his tern 
seats and quie~y rolled under the table: ' as acting governor_-
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Great" power- was concenlTated in educated in the Unit~ States, return- Cap~i~ ~i the 

the hands of the-island's treasurer. He ed to Guam, and mamed Dolores Cruz , port 
was in charge' of the coUection and Anderson .. Your great, great grand- Secretary to the-

.... . 

distribution of funds the nominatioll>l father, Felix Anderson Calvo, was born governor 
of government employees" control : in 1848. He ~arried Juana Cruz Perez, . Financial administrator for ' 
over public works, regulation of , and was serving as ~he Mayor of ~ota .. the royal palace 
politics, and the distribution of. land_ when Guam was seized by the United Warehouse supervisor 
Royal estates were divided among th~ States.. Young man (mozo 
local inhabitants_ To encourage the In 1839, the salanes of government foginante) 
growth of industry, the governors were employees ~{ere. generally far from Master of Arms 
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96: 

108. 

30 
B4 

forbidden to engage in trade. . . adequate as IS eVident from the attach- : An alcalde administrator ,.... . 
After 1828, commerce in the edlisting: . - . ,- . i ofTInian@ ,"" , "' --.--. · c; .. ~ 

Marianas was, in theory at least, free • 12 Pesos per month . '" 
and uncontrolled. In reality, however, and 12 young assistants . ~, 
control merely passed from the gover- . i @ 1 Peso per month·" "-"'" - , ~ 
nor to the treasurer. The two officials • and 2 young men , .•.. " ·.·r _.,;..., 
then worked together to maintain the I A military and political. govemor, . @ 10 reaux .. _ . -. -:. 318 
government monopoly: Since'a vesse~ : namad for 6 years~ pald .. annual-~ An alcalde of Rota-- '. : .=' ' :'" _",,-. '.",. 
had to be charterad each year to bring Iy .• . ~ ,800 Pesos • ~ : : " ,. ' ;.' " . ..1 @ 12 Pesos per month .', .-" ~'~ 
funds from Manila, it was thought ad- Pnce of boats f~r vlsltlng the vanOUS j and2 young men . - • .• '~ ' _'." ,.", .. 
visable to bring in goods and supplies islandsofthearchlpelago ••. 500Pesos . @ 10 Pesos per month. , .• ~ . 174-
at the same time .. These goodsrbought I . '. '- .:+~ ;.. .. z. -'~ ' "1 For thesickancf . ,:- £ : ~"'- .. , " .;.-:r. 
by the treasurer with government I . " . Pesos ~ retirement - . 290. 
funds. were sold to the peop.le through . 2,300.- For miscellaneous expenses. . 
the government store .. In thiS way the , A s.ergea~t major 300 : purchase of land, 
treasurer became a business. agent for . A first adJu~nt . 144-. damages,etc. - .. " . . 2COt.. 
the governor. ·Since all goods brought A seco~d adjutant 120 I .. _ : 
to the island' came in government' lA ~apta'" 168 : GRAND TOTAL, PESOS . 8.0:;0: 
chartered ships, no individuals< could A heutena':!t - . 120 I -. _ 

procure goods with whic~ to compete IA s.econd heutenant 108 ' Note: 2 peses were equivalent to $1 
with the government store. Thus, the IA forst sergeant B4 U.S. Dollar at the turn of the Century 
development of trade and industry was Three second sergeants (19OOJ. 
retarded and the government monopo- @ ~2 Pesos ea. 216 
Iy w as maintained. .' Two first corporals .. 

Don Felix and Dona Maria had nina I @ 60 Pesos ea. 
children. one of whom was your great'ITwo second corporals 
great. great grandfather, Felix Olivares @ 60 Pesos ea. 
Calvo, who was born · in 1825. He.Twodrummers 
returned to Spain as a young man. was I @ 48 Pesos ea. 

. 44 soldiers-
@ 60 Pesos aac . • 

. .' 

TOTAL FORTHE 
MILITARY EMPLOYEES 
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.120 t 

96 , 
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MAGELLAN'S "VICTORIA'': This replica of the Victoria, in which Ferdinand Magellan and his crew 
landed at Guam on March 6, 1521, is said to be the most accuratD model in existence. It took G: Gier 
Anderson, a local Guam re,!ident , over 15 years to rosearch and construct it. It is now on display at 
the·Micron&.;lien Area Research Center. (Story on Page 541 ' . . 
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. last in a seri.." 

By PAUL B. SOUDER 

- . 
and Hannah: 

My last lattar coveled the ex­
ploits of soma of your aa,Iier 
grandparants, and the living condi­
tions on is/and when thay weCll 
alive. Today, I will endeavor to give 
you a fBOling for your racent gr/md­
parents from the latta,. part of the 
NintBf1ntlr Centuf'l/ through tha 
Japanese occupation in th8 early 
forties. 
~----

Before the arrival of the Americans 
in Guam, it was the practice. of enter­
prising citizens of the island to en­
courage the inhabitants to go into 
debt, advancing them goods or money 
for the use of their families, and for the 
payment of funeral expenses and 
masses for the dead, in order to 
engage in advance as much copra as I 
possible or to secure labor for their 
fields. As a rule, poor wages were : 
paid; the employer by managing to I 
make further advances from time to 
time increased rather than diminished 
the debt and kept the debtor in con­
tinuous servitude. A written contract 

! was always drawn up before the first 
loan would be advanced, by means 01 . 
which the debtor promised to work for 
his creditor until his indebtedness 
should be canceled. For some this 
amounted to endless, unremitting 
slavery. 

On August 10, 1848, Guam was 
struck by a devastating typhoon. 
About five months later, on January 
25, 1849, the island was rocked by a 
severe earthquake. Many churches 
and several government buildings were 
badly damaged. 

The last of Guam's outstanding 
Spanish Governors, Felipe Maria de la 
Corte y Ruano Calderon, a captain of 
engineers w ith the rank of lieu tenant 
cOlon"; tudl( ¢vt:f a:; yuvt:rnor of 
Guam ~n May 16, 1855. The chief ~im 
of his administration was to alleVIate 
the poverty of the people, which, in 
spite of the efforts of previous gover­
nors had become worse instead of 
bett~r. Although he tried hard. an.d had 
the respect of the people, the Island 
did not progress substantially during 
his term in office. 

During the early part of his tenure as 
I governor, Don Felipe was. con!ronted 
i with a major smallpox epIdemIC, one 
' that diminished the already small 

population. As of December 31, 1855, 
the census showed the population to 
be 8,207; 161 were bam during the 
period, giving a total of 8,3~. Three 
thousand sixty-three (3463) dIed f!om 
smallpox, 181 from . compl~ca!lons 
·caused by the epidemIc. le~vlng. the 
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total populatIon arter me epooemlc at 
4.724. Don Felipe was a just and 
zealous governor and remained in the 
Marianas for the Spanish government 
eleven years. Labor, always short on 
the island. was especially unavailable 
during the latter half of the 19th cen­
tury under the haphazard Spanish oc­
cupation. A form of conscripted labor 
relieved part of the problem: a man 
either paid a conscription tax which 
was spent to hire someone in his 
place, or else he devoted a certain 
amount of his time to public works, 
amounting for about one-third of his 
early working days. 

Don Jose Martinez Torres, your 
great grandfather, was born in Agana 
on October 20, 1882. He received his 
early education from his father, 
graduated from- San Juan de Letran 
College in Agana during the Spanish 
regime, and later attended the local 
public school. . 

His English instructor was Lt. W .E. 
Safford. With the assistance- of his 
father, he att;fined a proficiency in 
Spanish. He was an accomplished 
composer and pianist. 

His father died in ·1902 when Jose 
was 20, at which time, deprived of 
financial backing at home, it was 
necessary for him to. hustle for employ­
ment. His first job was a foreman on 
road construction; later; he worked in 
the shop of a silversmith. Meanwhile. 
he formed plans to get .nto business 
for himself at the first opportunity. He 
rented a canoe and traveled ·to" the 
various villages. around the island, in 
search of whatever he could buy or 
sell. Soon he had established a small 
business in rosaries, -church articles, 
and various trinkets, many of which he 
made, voyaging from time to time to 
Saipan and other . islan.~s. in the 
Marianas. When hIS ablhnea as a 
salesman had netted him some- five 
hundred pesos, he established the 
Union Trading Company-the fi rst all 
local corporation ever formed .· on 
Guam. After two prosperous years. he . 
sold his holdings, and with his wife, 
established a retail bU$iness in the 
district of San Nicolas, Agana, which 
la ter resulted in a chain of thriving 
stores. Through hard- work and keen 
insight of the people's needs, his local 
business budded, and by 1912, he was 
doing a full-scale import·export trade, 
with agents in Manila, China, Japan 
snd the United States. 

In his endless business endeavors •• 
Don Jose built a soap and candle fac­
tory. and madSL mar~et improvements 
in an infant copra Industry by con­
structing Guam's f irst copra drying 
plant. 



At the outbreak of the war with The most popular belief concerning 
J2pan, he was among the group of key· her appearance, some 300 years ago, is the Torres ranch. A short time later a 
merchandise · distributors who were th.at the wooden statue, -guarde\!. by Japanese. Bishop and a Japan~ 
summoned for a reorganization of two sea crabs holding candles, was priest .arrlved on Guam to serve the 
stores to distribute Japanese goods on seen floating in the waters near.Merizo cathohc community. They decided to 
a ration basis. His three succeeding by an old fisherman. He tried to I move the church records and 
years represented much work and little retrieve it using his net but each time ' documents to SI. Anthony's chapel I 
reward. the statue sank and evaded his at1emp- I located behind that area in Agana n~ , 

He always held as his main interest ts, some say because the man was known as.J & . G Auto City. The : 
the general prosperity of the island and . unclothed and was not fit to touch the I ~apanese BiShop, the Japanese priest, 
the Chamorro people, and was one of Lady in such a fashion. Giving up his ! and Father Duenas arrived with two 
the pioneers of the copra export trade. attempts, he reported what he had! large trucks to make the move. Your 
He established the first modern copra witnessed to the Spanish priests, who I great grandfather complied with their 
dryer, which resulted in greatly in- sent soldiers to recover the statue. The i request. They moved everything but 
creased production of that important soldiers, dressed, succeeded, and the , the thron'e and the statue of our Bless-
item of income to prewar island wooden image was taken to their bar- . ~d. Mother, which was upstairs in the 
residents. . racks, described as a shed or barn, ' hVlng roo~, where the family prayed 

He was recognized by his contam- ' hence the name ':Our Lady of the Bar- a~ch eventng. The Japanese Bishop 
poraries as a capable leader and ex- . racks" or "Our Lady of the Shed." directed that they give him the statue 
ecutive. He was elected a member of : While no miracles have ever been prov- . and the thr~ne. Your Mama Tita, being 
the First Guam Congress from the San I ed in relation to the stalue, there are ! a strong Willed young lady, said no, 
Nicolas district in 1917, and was many who ascribe many miraculous I th~1 belongs to us. Then the Japanese 
Associate Justice of the Court of AP- I feals to the Madonna. When Spanish I priest, who had previously served on 
peals in 1934-35 and 1948-49. soldiers said their nightly prayers,: Guam, said he had seen the statue and 

Dona Maria Calvo Torres y Perez, sometimes sleepy from too much tuba" t~rone in the Agana Cathedral. Mama 
your great grandmother, was born on I the doors of the tabernacle, which en- Tlla agreed that he may have seen 
Guam and later married Jose M. Tor- ' cased the statue, would slam tightly I them in the Cathedral, becausa the 
res. Nana, as she was affectionately shut, with a loud noise to awaken the I church borrowed the statue and throne 
called by her children, grandchildren, disrespectful penitents. Others say she every year for the 8th of December ' 
and great grandchildren, was an turned her back to inattentive prayer- novena and procession. The Japanese , 
energetic support to her husband in all sayers. Also during the Spanish clergy questioned Father Duenas, he 
his. endeavors, and managed her regime, they told a story of our lady looked at your Mama Tita she looked 
household Well. She raised her grand- taking a morning walk. When the at him and he confirm~ that Ihe 
daughter Geri, Felix's daughter, with soldiers gathered for their morning. statue a~d throne belonged to the Tor-
her daug~ter Mariquita's assistance, chapel call, they observed the hem of ' res family. They did not take the 
efter Gen's mother's death by the her dress spotted with moisture; as if sta~ue, so Santa Maria Camalin re-
Japanese, prior to the American inva- she had been walking in the dewy malned at the Torres ranch until shortly 
sion inl944. She lived with Geri in their grass. Since those early days, our Lady Ibefore the bombing of the island prior 
home in Agana HeightS, purchased by has had a variety of other experiences to the American takeover on Gua;". 
your great grandfather prior to his which continue to enhance her glory. The Japanese after their errival did 
dpptJ:. BSl.d suss a !lIuli 8iel:J!lIi~Br48P The statue survived a fall from the not like the families of former 

j ai her grandchildren, all of whom 10\1- prewar cathedral in Agana, during an Chamorro business leaders, becausa 
ed her dearly; She and-~got along par- earthquake in 1902, the devastation they knew the liiestyle of such families 
ticularty well. Although I do not speak brought bV the war, a fire, and her changed completely from what they 
Chamorro, and Nana did not speak theft over ten years ago were. accustomed to under the 
English, we found it easy to com- From 1928 to 1941,' Mama Tita a Amen~an. administration. The 
municate sometimes to the amaze- .' Japanese did pay courtesy calls to 
ment of other members of the family. herself to"the yearly task of assisting in : such leaders, sometimes with unus~al 

. Mariquita Calvo Torres, your grand- the preparation of the Carosa for the lr~sults: Your great grandfather recelv­
, mother, ·whom you all call. Mama Tita statue, for the annual procession in : no?ce of such a contemplated visit 
; except for Eric who calls her Nana, was . conjunction with the Feast of the Im- , .• 0 thel( ranch house, Your uncles and 

born on September~, 1913 in Agana, maculate Concepcion. I ,aunts taught Nana, your great grand-
~ the daughter of Jose Martinez Torres . When the Japanese captured Guam, f!~!~i~r, n f~e h proper welcomi~g 
'and Maria Perez: Calvo. · She was In 1941, they wanted to use ihe'!! 9-·- .... a •• -s: 0' CQ -.a 

educated by tutors and attended Cathedral for government offices, imd J t~,?ught. On the arrival of the Japanese 
private schools, the Collins School and . the altar as a stage for entertainment I VISIIO~S, she bowgd gracefully and told 
the Guam Institute. As the daughter of where local girls danced the hula and them In J?panese to "get the heU out," 
leading merchant and judge, she was sang. The invaders loved such enler- . not knOWing the meaning of what she 
actIve socially and frequently assisted tainment. . had been taught. They courteously 
her mother and father as a hostess. After the Japanese deported the departed, fortunately with . no m 

. Mama TIta is perh~!," best known for AmeriC<ln priests and the Spanish result~ . 
Dher devotion to our Lady, Santa Bishop to prison in Japan, Father I Dur~ng t~e occupation, tha family 
~Mariall" Camalin. Shrouded by the Duenas, the senior local priest, was sometimes lived on a piece of coconut, 
mystery of her arrival and engulfed in asked to remove all the statues, in- . becau~ they c,?uld find nothing else. 
local lore, the statue of Santa Maria eluding the statue of our Lady, and all Th~y tried to raise pigs and chickens, 
Camalin· has for years been venerated church records from the CathedraL I which the Japanese would seize. They 
on Guam as the island's own personal Mama TIta asked her father if they managed to cook small chic~ens and 
replica of tha Blessed Virgin Mary_ could store the statues and records in vegetables to serve the whole family. If 

they. made a larger dish, the Japanese 
confiscated the meal. 

otl 



It was during this period that they 
imprisoned . . your great Uncle Felix 
(Granpa to Carla. Tommy. and Han­
nah). who they suspected of aiding 
Tweed. an American service"!an 
hiding out on Guam. Grandpa. or (fn­
cle Lele as you know him, had been 
gone for over a month. Tl,e family 
thought he had been killed because 
they had no word of him. They prayed 
nightly for his soul. but the<e was still 
no information regarding his 
whereabouts. 

One night your great grandfathe<, an 
accomplished pianist and composer, 
was visited by the Japanese governor's 
aide and Mr. Shinohara, who re­
quested that he play the piano. He was 
very sad that evening, and he refused, 

. not caring what they did to him. The 
aide asked 'why he was so sad. He 
replied that somethng had or was go­
ing to happen to his son. He did not 
know whether he was dead or alive. 
Mr. Shinohara suggested they go 
down to the jail or see the Japanese 
civilian governor. The guard at the jail 
said yes, Mr. Felix Torres was there, 
and he was to be beheaded at dawn. 
The guard was asked if they had any . 

, proof that he was hiding anyone. The I 
guard did not know. Mr. Shinohara , 
called the Governor and asked if they . 
had any proof of his hiding Tweed or 
knew of his whereabouts. The Gover­
nor replied that they had no proof, but 
they were going to kill him in the morn· 
ing for they had kept him for a month 
already. Their victim had been hung by 
his hands for the preceeding weak, his 
feet not touching the ground, and he 
had numerous large bruises. The swell-

_ ing was cracking so they cut him down I I to behead him, but instead, the gover- , 
nor's aide released him because of in- I 
sufficient evidence of guilt. He had no ! 
crawl up to the Maite mnch because he 
was so weak from the ordeal. He had 
only been given water and stale 

I biscuits. He reached the mnch in the 
morning. His mother found him passed I 
out on the top of the stairs. She called I 

I. his father and the family. His back was ! 
l badly bruised, his shirt in tatters, the I 

i
' same clothes he had worn for a month. 
When his captor:; slashed him-on the 
4bac~, the blood oozed out, ! he_ shirt 
stuck to his hody, and they could not 
remove it. The family applied diluted ' 
vinegar and water, good for infection, . 
to remove his clothes. His feet were in 
tarrible shape. When he regained con­
sciousness, he asked, "Is the Blessed 
Mother still here?" Mama Tita said yes, 
and he crawled in and stood in front of 
our Lady, and said with feeling" 
"Thank . you;" The family knelt'l 
prayed, and cried)!t the sight of- him. 
But he was alive.-·" · , .. ' '. . _ 

The Torres' had little privacy during I 
this period. The Japanese would ar- I 
rive, go straight into the bedroom_or : 
bathroom, trusting no one, thinking I 
they were hiding something. 

There were some good Japanese. i 
Dr. Isota, who knew his countrymen 
were losing the war, saved members of 
a number of Guam's families. He told 
your great grandfather, Don Jose, that 
the Japanese soldiers wanted single I 
gi;\s from good families. He prepared 
certificates confirming a diagnosis of I 
tuberculosis for your Aunt Lina and I 

Aunt Cynthia,. and a certificate of in- , 
sanity for Mama Tita . When the 
Japane5e came to take the eligible 
young ladies, ·the potential recruits 
showed their certificates, and the 1 
Japanese rapidly departed, leaving the 
girls alone for fear of contagion. Dr. 1 
Isota toid Mama Tita to wear old 
clothes, make herself dirty during the 
day, mess up her hair, look them in the' 
eye, and act mentally deranged, or the ' 
Japanese might catch on. The ruse 
worked, but I regret the certificate for , 
your Mama Tita was lost after the war. i 
Guam residents were also required to I 
w ear white cloth dog tags during the i 
Japanese occupation. . 

In the waning days of occupation, 
the Japanese decided to move the TOf­
res' out of thei r ranch, because the 
Japanese wanted to use it for a I 

hospital, since it was close to the air- I 
field thay w efe building, and was con­
venient to house the wounded. The 
family vacated the ranch area when the 
American bombing started. When they I 
moved, Mama Tita told her fa ther that I 
she had to take the statue and throne, I 
and he asked how? The throne was I 
made of ifil and was very heavy. She 
said, we will ta~e it in a bul! cart. Her : 
father suggested that thoy take only 
the statue, not the throne. But your 
Mama Tita insisted on both the throne 
and the statue. She won the argument 
:md the throne w as sent ahead. Her , 
new home in Pado was made only with 
materials they could find, with a tin 
and coconut frond thatched roof. They 
took their beds, and bedding to have 
something to sleep on. Mama Tlta held 
the statue on her lap, but the tarrain 
w~s so rugged that she and the statue 
were tied together on the cart. Theyar-
rived safe and sound. . 

In the midst of the occupation, the 
sense of humor of families, despite 
adversity and inhumane treatment, 
had its funny moments. Your great Un­
cle, Tom eordallo, managed to escape 
many times, by one 'ruse or another, 
his duty as part of the airport con­
struction crew. He heard ~,!e day that I 
the . Jnpanese were giVing away 
cigarettes to the laborers, so he show-- .,. - . . . . 

'1'2.. 

ed up tor wOr'< . UntortunatelY, he pick­
ed the wrong time. It was the day that 
each laborer got slapped by their cap­
tor supervisors. 

The bombing increased and the 
family had to build an air raid shelter in 
the Pa:!o area'n which to live. With the 
thoughtful assistance of soma, Koreans 
the Japanese had imported to ~ork in 
airport construction, they cut coconut 
logs. placed them crisscrossed over "­
natural depression, covered the whole­
with fronds and dirt, leaving a small en­
try hole. It was not pretty,but it pro­
tected them. 

But the cay finally came when 
Mama Tita cculd no longer take the 
statue with her. The American troops 
had landed, and the Japanese march­
ed the islanders to Manengon. The 
Torres family-like everyone 
else-was allow~d to bring only a few 
items of clothing along. Enroute. Han­
nah, Geri's mother, who resembled a 
haole, vIas wh'pped and beaten by the 
Japanese . She called J\lama Tita, g3ve 
her Ger; to care for, and died shortly 
thereafter. Th~y reached Manangon 
sometime later, where Hannan \vas · 
buri~d. . 

The lifestyle of the family was again 
~ubjected to considerable '.hange, and 
~hey lived .initially in a pup tent in the 
flgat refugee camp. Mama· Tita asked 
her brother to ask some of the armed 
hoarines, because there were still 
~nipers on the island, to accompany 
him to see if the Blessed Mother was 
'Imharmed. At the ranch, they found 
her standing on her throne. The piano 
}vas broken, and everything else w as 
,shattered because of the shelling and 

~
Ombing of the nearby airfield. But our 

. ady of Camarin stood there untouch­
d by the ravages of war. Although all 

.of the family jewelry was gone, the 
Qewelry on the statue was untouched. 
iShe was still wearing her gold crown, 
jthe same necklace, and the same rosa 
,earrings. Uncle Lele (grandpa) took the 
:statue and throne to his ranch nearby. 
Vhe family moved shortly afterwards 
\from Agat to his ranch. 
l Guam's first postwar church was 
;built of woven Nipa palm in Sinajana, 
jwher~ a portion of the remaining 
l'0pulation were located. The statue of 
,our Lady moved there u",il the tem· 
f'0rary Cathecral was constructed in 
jAgana. _ 
, You. Mama Tita's devotion to cur 
(Lady of ' Can-arin has continued (0 
tlate. In 1949, her brother traveled (0 

~h3 United States, and she requested 
!lhat he purchase a huge shell as 
;t>ackground for the Statue of our Lady 
~or future December 8th processions. 
lHe complied. The shell was beautiful. 
~he back a light pink color, the inside 
~ i ght to dark pink, and . the outside 
~prinkled with gold. . . 



'. 

I In 1972, a typhoon hit Guam, 
destroyed the roof of the warehouse in 
~hich the shell was located, and in the 

r" rocess ruined the shell. 
The statue of our Lady has had other 

.exp~riences with natural disaster. A fire 
~rom candles on the Carosa in another 
"'rocession threatened to destroy her. 
fluick thinking from young men who 
r,emoved their coats and smothered the 
~re by covering the statue with them, 

g'Jed the statue again. The coats of 
he young men turned to ashes, and 

· orne of the buttons melted. Santa 

r aria remained unscathed. 
Our Lady of Camarin had another 

· dventure approximately 10 years ago. 
ishe was stolen. Bishop Baumgartner, 
~ick in the hospital, called Mnsgr. 
!Flores, the pastor of the Agana 
·CMhooral at that time, to say mass to 
~jnd her. The Mnsgr. was very upset, 
;pnd Bishop Baumgartner told him to 
k.alm down, saying tha Blessed Mother 
~"o"ld not leave us. Rewards wera of­
~ered for her return and Pupe 
jPangelinan gave a jade and diamond 

r
ing for the statue's recovery 

When the Bishop was released from 
he hospital, and was at home, he 

!;eceived a phone call, asking if he 

t
~"'OUld be home at 4 o'clock. The caller 
· ak! he was coming with the statue, 
, ut wanted no one around when he 
~came. A short while later, someone 
ikllocked on the Souder's front door at 
l~. cuesta San Ramon. Mama Tita 

nswered the door, and a man asked if 
this was the Bishop's house. Sha said 

; .0, the Bishop's house is next door. 
hhe caller asked how could he get 
jthere? Mama Tita then walked with· 
I,hi, man to the rear gate of the 
ii3i,hop's house, and identified the 
ihouse and the chancery office. He 
!thanked her, and when she turned, she 

saw another man in the back of the car 
holding something covered with a 
white cloth. She did not realize what it 
was, and returned home. About a half 
hour later, Mnsgr. Guerrero, who lived 
with the Bishop and Mnsgr. Flores, 
pho'ned and said Tila, the Bishop 
wants you dO'Nn in the church, 
because the Blessed Mother is there, 
and he wants you to fix her hair, 
straighten the crown, and she must be 
returned to the niche. Mama Tita ask· 
ed: "Who took her?" He said, we do 
not know, the Bishop refused to com­
ment. Mama Tita thought the statue 
was covered in the car she had seen. 
But she wondered why they should 
knock on her door first? She was sure 
they could not miss the sign with an ar­
row pointing to the Bishop's house. 
Mnsgr. Guerrero said maybe Santa 
Mafia just wanted Tita to be prepared. 
But Bishop Baumgartner knew, 
because he did not say anything. He 
said, why does it bother you Tita, who 
knocks on your door. Never mind, the 
Blessed Mother is back. 

The statue was not damaged, she 
had been secreted in the Japanese 
caves below our house, and was ap­
parently covered \vith tangan·tangan. 
Mama Tita continued to wonder 
whether the Blessed Mother gave her 
the message that she had returned. 
She was the first to know. It may have 
been a coincidence, but why should 
they knock at her door? 

From that day, Mama Tita has 
decorated the cathedral every Satur' 
day and every church holiday, missing 
only when she was ill or off-island. And 
she has been in charge of the carosa 
for the procession every year. 

A few changes have been made to 
the statue of Our Lady of Camarin. Sh'e 
has been repainted several times and 
the crown has been changed twice. 

The first time the crown was replaced 
was when the statue was returned to 
the Cathedral. 

The reoccupation of Guam by Amer­
cian forces totally destroyed the family 
properties in -Agana and throughout 
the island, and a temporary home was 
built on the site of a prewar warehouse 
in Agana, adjacent to the Skinner 
Plaza area and Marine Drive. Mama 
Tita operated the Triangle, a general 
merchandise store at the site of their 
temporary home. She married your 
grandfather, a Lt. Cdr. in · the U.S. 
Navy on June' 19, 1948. They had five 
children, Mary, born May 15, 1949; 
Laura on August 15, 1950; Deborah on 
November 16, 1951; a son in June 
1955; and Paul Jr. on November 7, 
1959. Three of the children attended 
Catholic schools on Guam, and resided 
in Casa de Souder on Cuesta San 
Ramon until they were married. 

Mama Tita was also active in civilian 
aHairs. Since World War II, she was 
and has been a member of the Guam 
Memorial Hospital volunteers and was 
given an award for 5,OCO hours of ser­
vice to that organization. She has b~n 
on the executive council of the Guam 
Women's Club, th<.! Oirl Scout Council, 
and the Women's Democratic Party. 
Besides being responsible for the 

. Agana Cathedral altar flowers and 
decoration throughout her married life, 
Mama Tita serves as an active member 

1
01 the Christian Mothers, the Charities 
Appeal Drives, the Eights of December' 
activities, the Guam Memorial Hospitat ' 

/volunteers, and the Guam Beauty 

I
Association. She has a distinct flair for 
flower arrangement, and has assisted­
in many facets of life on Guam in this 
capacity. She is fondly called Tite, 

jM.T., Mama Tita by ramily and frienes. 
lin adcition to Gma 0 ' Nana by Erin and 
jErico 
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