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The Navy has scored another first
— thrs time on Guam — and rned
what could have been a negative situa-
tion 1nto a model solution in protecuon
of the environment,

The estabhshment of two Ecological
Reserve Arcas (ERAsY on Guam. one
at Orote Peminsula and the other at
Haputo, marks the first in the western
Pacific under Navy sponsorstup  And,

because very few ERAs have been es-
tablished by the Navy, these two could
serve as role models for the futere,
Basically, the wea for the ERAs
came about when the Navy decided 1o
construct an ammuratien whart ar
Adotean Point 10 Outer Apra Harbor,
Guam. To do so, it would have o
dredpe the area, resulting i a Joss of
approvimately 14 acres of prume coral
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site. which contains two excavated pre-
historic sites, one hisloric site and a
{imestone forest area, is habitat for the
Guam rail. Micronesian kingfisher. and
the Marianas fruit bat, each a2 Guam
endangered species now proposed for
the U.S. list. The Haputo and Double
Reef areas are considered pristine
marine environments.

The Orote Peninsula ERA, located
on the southwestern side of Orote
Peninsula, is on the oppaosite side from
the proposed ammunition wharf. It in-
cludes 30 acres of steep chif area and
some 133 acres of submerged land and
water area. The ERA stretches from
Orote Point to a location opposite
Lockwood Terrace at the base of the
peninsula. As a manageable natural re-
source, these cliffs are to remain unde-
veloped as a habitat for birds. They
will not be used for military purposes
such as assault training.

The ERA plan was a viable solution
to a controversy that had arisen from
the Navy's choice of the Adotgan site
over the Glass Breakwater site.

Three federal agencies, designated
as ‘‘cooperating agencies’’ for early
review of the EIS, argued that Glass
Breakwater provided a viable altemna-
tive with minimum environmemtal im-
pact. One agency threatened to appeal
the decision, however, the government
of Guam had already endorsed the
Adotgan Point site and was anxious
for construction to proceed. Construc-
tion would free Cabras Island from
the hotel wharf explosives safety quan-
tity distance and would encourage
development.

In order to secure approval of the
Adotgan Point site from the cooperat-
ing agencies, the Navy examined pos-
sibilities for mitigation/compensation
for the damage 10 coral reefs and lime-
stone forest. & developed a range of
options, consulting with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, the National
Marine Fisheries Service of the U.S.
Department of Commerce, and the Fish
and Wildlife Service of the U.5. De-
partment of the Interior.

With the acceptance of the Haputo
and Orote Peninsula ERAs, the Navy
provided a model solution in protec-
tion of the environment while permit-
ting urgently needed construction.

The ERA establishment reports were
prepared by the Pacific Division, Naval
Facilities Engineering Command in
Pearl Harbor.
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