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soldiers I met earller today from the 2d In-
fantry Division; readiness for our sallors in
ships at sea, so vital to our efforts, particularly
now, to contain the weapons of mass destruc-
tion threat of Saddam Husseln; readiness for
our strategic and tactical air forces, crucial
in meeting our security challenges in the
Gulf, in Bosnia, here in Korea, indeed, all
around the world.

Thursday is Thanksgiving. I know that your
loved ones back home are thinking about you
here, proud of your accomplishments, your
service, your kindness, and your strength. I'm
happy today to be bringing to you some pre-
paid phone cards generously provided by
AT&T so you can call your families and
friends across the ocean for free.

I hope that all Americans—all Americans,
not just those who recelve a call on Thanks-
giving Day—as they sit down to their turkey
and give thanks for all our blessings, will con-
sider the debt of gratitude we all owe to our
men and women in uniform. You have made
the world a better place, and you will con-
tinue to do so. You have made us very proud,
and we will continue to be very proud.

I thank you. I wish you well. God bless
you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:46 p.m. at the
U-2 hangar. In his remarks, he referred to M.
Sgt. Tony Avalos, a flight engineer with the 31st
Special Operations Squadron, who Introduced the
President and Is credited with saving the lives of
two alrcraft crash victims in June; Gen. John H.
Tilell, Jr., USA, Commander in Chief, United Na-
tions Command, United States Forces Korea, and
Combined Forces Command Korea; Lt. Gen. Jo-
seph E. Hurd, USAF, Commander, and Brig.
Gen. Paul R. Dordal, USAF, Vice Commander,
Tth Air Force; Brig. Gen. Robert Dierker, USAF,
Commander, 51st Fighter Wing; and U.S. Ambas-
sador to South Korea Steven W. Bosworth. A tape
was not avallable for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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Thank you very much, Governor and Geri.
Ladies and gentlemen, I'm delighted to be
here. I want to begin by thanking Dan and
Ehlysa for their wonderful art work and all
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the other children who gave me this. I will
read this on the way home and treasure it
always.

I'd like to thank Congressman Undecwood
for joining us, and for joining us on the long
trip to Japan and Korea we have just taken,
along with Senator Baucus and Congressman
Pomeroy and Congressman Abercrombie. I'd
like to thank the Lieutenant Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor Bordallo, who is, I belleve,
now the longest serving member of the
Demacratic National Committee. We thank
her for her service.

Governor Gutlerrez has been a good
friend of mine and a great advocate for the
people of Guam. He and Congressman
Underwood 1 think clearly give this Island
the most forceful, clear, and detailed advo-
cacy that it has probably ever had. And 1
thank him for inviting me here. I promised
him I would come, and I'm only sorry it took
me so long to keep my word. I can tell you
know, just looking out at this view behind
you, I don't want to leave. And I'm trying
to think of some reason to stay.

T'd also like to say a particular word of ap-
preciation to the leaders of so many islands
who have joined us today: Governor and Mrs.
Tenorio of the Northern Marianas; Governor
Sunia of Samoa; the Presidents of the sov-
ereign states of Micronesia who are freely
assoclated with the United States, President
Nakamura of the Republic of Palau, Presi-
dent Kabua of the Marshall Island of Atolls,
President Nena of the Federated States of
Micronesia who Is joined by the Governors
of his States. Let's give them all a big hand.
I am delighted that they are here today. [Ap-
plause]

As I said, I have been invited here several
times by the Governor and the Congressman.
Three years ago, Hillary had a chance to
come here to see the beauty, to experlence
the hospitality, to learn about the culture.
She told me and has told me regularly for
the last 3 years that I needed to come to
Guam. So now that I have satisfied all of my
friends and my wife—[laughter]—I can only
say it obviously took me too long to make
the deciston. I am honored to be here.

1 know why so many call this part of the
world paradise. You have some of the most
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important coral reef systems anywhere in the
world. And I want to commend you for your
stewardship of these reefs and for creating
five new marine reserves. I want to invite
Governor Gutierrez as well as Governors
Sunia and Tenorio to serve on America's
Coral Reef Task Force, part of our efforts
to preserve the quality of the oceans, the ma-
rine biology, and the purity of the oceans.
It's a big, big challenge throughout the world
today. And I know these Governars will serve
and serve with distinction. I will also ask the
Congress to support your efforts to preserve
these environmental treasures.

The world admired your remarkable re-
covery from the record high winds of Ty-
phoon Paka last December, I want to com-
mend your courage and resilience. The world
was also grateful for Guam's heroic response
to the tragic crash of the Korean airliner in
August of 1997. T'll never forget the con-
versations 1 had on the telephone with the
Governor during that difficult period.

Later today I'm going to have a chance
to speak about the important place Guam
holds in American history, in America’s fam-
ily, and in America's future. I want to offer
some more proposals to strengthen Guam
and the people of this island for the 21st cen-
tury. But since the other leaders of other Pa-
cific islands are here with us today, I'd like
to ask you to give me just a few minutes,
before I come out into the crowd here and
shake hands, to talk about the future of
America's overall role in this part of the
world.

I know Governar Tenorio; I have known
him from the time we served as Governors.
I know that we'll have a chance to talk about
impaortant issues in our relationship. The last
time I saw Governor Sunia, he invited me
to visit his island, our southernmost territory,
in connection with the centennial of their re-
lationship with the United States in the year
2000. Since that will be the first election year
in a long time I won't be on the ballot, I'm
going to try to take him up on that invitation.
I hope I can do so.

For years, our Nation has enjoyed a close,
unique, and mutually beneficial partnership
with the Freely Associated States. The com-
pacts of free association have enabled us to
work together to preserve peace, to foster
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economic development across more than a
million square miles of the Pacific. It is a
relationship the United States takes very seri-
ously.

Recently, I signed Congressman
Underwood's bills guaranteeing the eligibility
of students from the Freely Associated States
for Pell grants and extended food aid to resi-
dents of the Marshall Islands who were
harmed by U.S. nuclear testing during the
cold war. I'm happy to announce that we will
fulfill the final commitment made In our
compact with Palau: we're allocating $150
million to build a 53-mile road to help you
open your largest island, Babeldoab.

In less than 3 years, important provisions
of our compacts with the Marshall Islands
and the Federated States will expire. It's in
our mutual Interest to maintain and strength-
en our tles in the new century. The United
States hopes to begin formal negotiations
soon so we can renew these provisions no
later than next October.

Earlier this year I had a chance—[ap-
plause]—thank you, that's good. [Laughter]
We have isolated applause here, depending
on what I'm saying. [Laughter]

Earlier this year I had a chance to speak
with President Nena at the opening of the
U.N. General Assembly in New York. The
First Lady met with President Nakamura in
Washington. I understand the challenges that
you're facing in building your economies. I
want to encourage all the Presidents of the
Freely Assoclated States to continue their ef-
fort to promote growth, reform, and good
government. And the United States will re-
main a partner In all these efforts.

Again, I am proud to be in Guam at our
westernmost boundary, There ts an old
Chamorro proverb, "Our heritage gives life
to our spirit.” I have learned from every per-
son I have ever met from this part of the
world that there is a proud and deep devotion
to heritage. I have also sensed a very great
spirit. We have much to give one another,
much to learn from one another. Let us re-
solve to preserve all of our various heritages
and our strong spirits, and walk together into
the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.



