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SITE LEADER SPOTLIGHT 

    At Career Tech High Academy Charter School 
(CTHACS), good coastal stewardship matters on 
both a macro and micro level. From a global 
perspective, good coastal stewardship (1) 
protects wildlife and biodiversity, (2) �ghts 
climate change, and (3) supports global 
economies that rely on things like commercial 
�shing and recreation based tourism.  On a
micro-level, because our school sits right on the
bay surrounded by a coral reef, we can directly see
the impact of good coral stewardship and how
healthy ecosystems act as natural physical
barriers to storm surges and erosion as well as
reducing negative human Impact on the
ecosystem.

The Motivation: What inspired you or your 
organization to step up as a site coordinator for 
GICC 2026, and how long have you been involved?

2026 marks our second year as an official GICC site. 
Part of CTHACS's philosophy is a strong belief in 
community partnerships and in 2025 we were 
presented with the opportunity to partner with NAVFAC 
to be a site host location to have a direct impact on our 
immediate environment.  This aligns perfectly with our 
emphasis on personal accountability and responsibility 
in protecting our natural resources.

The Shoreline Connection: What makes your 
assigned cleanup location special to your group, 
and what impact do you hope to make there?

As our school sits on Hågat Bay, we have a direct 
connection to the shoreline as it is literally CTHACS's 
backyard.  We spend a lot of time in the water with our 
paddling and diving programs as well as recreationally 
when the weather permits. We have already seen a 
significant impact on how our representation of good 
stewardship spreads to others in the local community 
and brings both a sense of pride and responsibility 
that continues to grow.

The Volunteer Experience: What is the best part 
about leading your group on cleanup morning, 
especially when working with first-time 
volunteers?

If I have to identify a "best part" about leading the 
group on cleanup morning, it would be the overall 
enthusiasm and energy of the volunteers.  Of course 
the veteran volunteers are familiar with the processes 
and routines, but the first time volunteers express an 
eagerness and inquisitiveness that filters down and 
renews the overall energy of the group.

The Big Picture: What is one message or habit you 
hope volunteers take home to help protect 
Guam's coastlines year-round?

The message I hope everyone takes home with them 
is that we have to be responsible citizens and protect 
our own resources just as we take care of our own 
homes and property.  Furthermore, that it isn't just a 
once a year endeavor when events are organized, but 
that we should be vigilant on a daily basis in taking 
care of our environment, coastal ecosystems and 
natural resources.



The Shoreline Connection: What makes your 
assigned cleanup location special to your group, and 
what impact do you hope to make there?

We were eager to partner with Career Tech High School 
because of its unique location. Because the campus sits 
directly on the shoreline, we knew this beach cleanup 
would have an immediate, positive impact on both the 
coastal habitat and the community that calls Career Tech 
home.

The Volunteer Experience: What is the best part 
about leading your group on cleanup morning, 
especially when working with �rst-time volunteers?

The best part is always the surprise at just how much trash 
is collected. At �rst glance, the beach appeared clean; yet 
volunteers were amazed by how many bags were �lled by 
the end of the event. I also love seeing the incredible 
diversity of our volunteers. We had everyone from toddlers 
to our manamko’ showing up to participate in this event.

The Big Picture: What is one message or habit you 
hope volunteers take home to help protect Guam's 
coastlines year-round?

We use the slogan, 'Big or small, we protect them all.' Our 
actions on land ripple from the ridge to the reef, a�ecting 
everything from our tiny, �ngernail-sized tree snails to our 
larger fadang trees (cycads) and haggan (sea turtles). Being 
mindful of our trash isn't just about clean beaches, it's 
about protecting our species and habitat on our island.
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Guam’s Backyard Buoys

The Motivation: What inspired you or your 
organization to step up as a site coordinator for GICC 
2026, and how long have you been involved?

For NAVFAC Marianas, environmental stewardship is in 
alignment with our e�orts to conserve and protect our 
natural resources. Partnering with Career Tech High School 
in Hågat was intentional; it allowed us to help remove trash 
right in their backyard while building meaningful 
environmental relationships with the students, sta�, and 
family of their school community. This is the second year 
that we have continued this partnership, and I am looking 
forward to many more years ahead.

By: Camille Quichocho, Biologist, Guam Coastal Management Program

2026 Guam International Coastal Cleanup
SITE LEADER SPOTLIGHT 

  Cleaning our coastlines does more than 
protect marine life, it positively impacts our 
ridge-to-reef system. At NAVFAC Marianas, we 
understand that the species and habitats we 
work to conserve and protect are all 
interconnected, making these e�orts vital to 
our mission. 

Shayna Lopez, Natural Resource Specialist, 
Naval Facilities Marianas (NAVFACMAR)

- Shayna Lopez
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The 32nd Annual 
G u a m 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Coastal Cleanup 
demonstrated the 

incredible power of 
community action, uniting the 

island in a shared mission to 
protect our precious marine 

environment and coastal 
habitats. Spanning over 25 cleanup sites 
island-wide, this year's massive 

environmental e�ort brought together over 2,500 
dedicated volunteers who rolled up their sleeves and 
worked tirelessly along our shores. Together, their 
collective turnout achieved an extraordinary impact, 
removing over 10 tons (exceeding 20,000 pounds) of 
marine debris and litter from our beaches, bays, and 
watersheds.

This island-wide success was a true multi-sector 
collaboration fueled by a diverse cross-section of the 
community. Local schools and youth groups turned 
out in force, inspiring students and faculty alike to 
practice environmental stewardship and give back to 
their island home. At the same time, community 
non-pro�t organizations championed vital outreach 
and mobilization, while corporate and business 
partners stepped up with generous resources, 
sponsorships, and employee-volunteer teams to 
drive sustainable operations forward.

Most importantly, this monumental undertaking 
could not have been done without our incredible 
site leaders. Their early mornings, meticulous 
planning, safety guidance, and on-the-ground 
coordination at every single location ensured 
everything ran seamlessly from start to �nish, 
turning a massive logistical challenge into an 
inspiring community victory.

The Bureau of Statistics and Plans, Guam Coastal 
Management Program would like to thank every 
single volunteer, partner, and leader who pitched in 
to keep Guam's coasts clean, safe, and beautiful for 
generations to come.
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